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Tikriti admits Kuwait invasion a mistake 

STOCKHOLM ^ top Iraqi official has told a Swedish 

newspapertoat ibe 1990 invasion of Kuwait was a serious mistake 
The lonarfcabte siateinem by Barzan Ibrahim A1 Takrid Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’s Half brother and head of wi u?N_ 
midtioQ in Geneva, came in an ptHimnii « „ i 
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regrettable that i™ invaded Kuwait,” I^S s^Twish h 
would not have happened smee the consequences bawThw! 
tenibte tor Ac Iraq, people ’* Mr. T.kritik tte yo2Se?3 
President Saddam ■ three half-broihe re from his motKlecond 
marriage. Mr-. Tlknti s father is a brother of President Sad ' ' 

fatfaerTin the interview. Mr. Tik™ — - — * — . ■ 

United States' unwillingness to la 
but the United States is willing i 
Korea’s,” he said. Now that Irac 
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Libyan Md In France over UTA bombing 

■ 1 

PARIS (R) — A Libyan national is being held in France in a probe 
into the 1989 mid-air bombing of a French airliner in which 71 . 
pe o pl e died, an interior ministry spokesman said on Sunday. He 
said Omar All Mansour was detained on Thursday in Paris. The, 
spokesman said Mr. Mansour was detained on a warrant from 
anti-terrorist investigating magistrate Jean- Louis Bruguicre. Mr. . 
Biufiniere had asked polios to hold him until Monday when be will 


irything 
Iraq ca 


we can to 


Bruguicre had askedpolice to hold him until Monday when he will 
question him. Mr. Braguiere suspects Libyan involvement in the 
bombing of a French airline UTA DC-10 which exploded over 
Niger and crashed in the Sahara desen. Libya's failure to help the 
French investigation, together with its refusal to hand over 
suspects in the 1988 bombing of Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in which 270 people died, has led to United Nations 
sanctions against Tripoli. 
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Leading Pakistani 
editor killed 

V KARACHI CAP) — The 
prominent editor of a popular 
weekly* political magazine 
•r ^ laJled by gunmen who 
ambushed him as he left his 
y~ office Sunday night, police 
said- Mohammad Salahud- 
din, editor of Takber, a right- 
wing, Urdu-Ianguage pub- 
' lication, was ooming out of a 
parking garage in his car 
- : ’ r « 4 ien the attackers opened 
fire with pistols, according to 
police and Salahuddin's driv- 
er. He was hit at least six 
times. The motive for the 
attack appeared to be politic- 
; 31 , but police said they did 
not know who was responsi- 
' ' . ' : ble. 

4 Man with $500,000 
held in Madrid 

MADRID (AP) — An 
.? -s iranian-bom Spanish citizen 
" i'-s was arrested Sunday at Mad- 
' . rid airport after currency 
i; worth just under S500,000 
“ l : : was found stuffed in his suit- 
. case, authorities said. Sohail 
: Keyani Zameni, 31, was 

- arrested for failing to declare 
the currency. He was trying 

■ •* "v„ to board a Lufthansa flight 

- v for Istanbul, Turkey via 

Frankfort on Sunday mom- 
nig, police said. Mr. Zameni, 
'■ r. a resident of Madrid, told 
' police be believed he was 

- carrying medicine for victims 
of the Kurdish rebellion in 

■ southeastern Turkey. Police 
■ said his suitcase was stuffed 

with the equivalent of 

1 y 1 - wants $498,026 in Spanish, French 
fOL.’IC chariti and German currency. 

3 e .* nan kiss Egypt wants to 

- reduce Sinai force 


TCL. AVIV (AP). -- .The 
foreign ministry confirmed 
Sunday that Egypt wants to 
._*; r reduce the peacekeeping 
~ force in the Sinai desert, with 
_ one source saying Cairo 
' sought to eliminate the multi- 
national observers entirely. 
. Egypt, trying to cut its third 
■ 1 f of the annual S50-million cost 
of the multinational force of 
“v observers (MFO), is again 
- - pushing for a reduction in the 
■ 2,400 troops. “In the last 
couple of years, the Egyp- 
tians have been regularly 
raising the issue of cutting 
■ ' down the expenses of the 
MFO,” foreign ministry 
; spokesman Yigal Palmor told 
, the Associated Press. “Their 
H!3: SVk‘ suggestion is cutting down 
t- expenses by cutting down the 

force,” he said. 

* Israel-Syria peace 

by spring — Baz 
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. CAIRO (AFP) — An Israeli- 
* - Syrian peace accord is possi- 
ble by next spring if U-S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
' Christopher narrows the gap 
between the two sides during 
•. his forthcoming shuttle, an 
Egyptian official said Sun- 
day. “Mr. Christopher 
should partly narrow the 
gap” but he will “not be able 
' to reach a complete formula 
? for a settlement." said pres- 
' ^ential political advisor Usa- 
*iia A1 Baz. The conclusion of 
.-a peace accord was possible 
. by "next spring,” he told 
' reporters after holding talks 
v ^th British Junior Foreign 
' Minister Douglas Hogg in 
• ' 1 Cairo. Mr. Christopher is to 
visit Syria and Israel between 
Tuesday and Thursday 

. ‘Militants buying 
arms in Switzerland 

■ ZURICH (R) — The Swiss 
federal prosecutor's office 
has been monitoring the acti- 
vities of Islamic fundamental- 
ists said to be using Switzer- 
1 , i? bind as a base to buy and ship 
“rms to Algeria, a Swiss 
Jji r newspaper reported on Sun- 
day- The newspaper Sonn- 
jags Zeitung reported that it 
had obtained documents in 
which the prosecutor's office 
said it had observed Algerian 
citizens or people of Algerian 
origin for several months in- 
volved in illegal trafficking in 
s ) 1 Pport of the Islamic opposi- 
don in Algeria. Peter Leh- 
“fcn. spokesman for the pro- 
secutor’s office, had no com- 
me nt on the newspaper re- 
port. According to the re- 
Pwt, the prosecutor's office 
said m the documents 
s * n ce i® 8 * March special 
efforts had been made to 
P urc hase weapons, explo- 
res, munitions and “tech- 
IUca l equipment." 


Damascus seeks to 

m 

defuse Beirut crisis 

■ 

Hariri, Berri hold talks with Khaddam 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik A 1 Hariri and Parlia- 
ment Speaker Nabih Bern 
opened talks with Syrian 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam on Sunday on how 
to defuse a political crisis 
arising from Mr. Hariri’s res- 
ignation. 

Diplomats said Mr. Khad-- 
dam met Mr. Bern first and 
then they were joined by Mr. 
Hariri. No details were avail- 
able of the meeting which 
was not reported by Syria’s 
state-run media. 

The diplomats said Syria 
was unhappy about Lebanese 
leaders keeping Damascus 
busy solving their problems. 

TTie diplomats said it was 
unlikely that President Hafez 
A1 Assad would meet the 
Lebanese leaders on Sunday. 

Mr. Hariri says he is res- 
igning because nis ambitious 
plans to rebuild Lebanon fol- 
lowing its 1975-90 civil war 
were being obstructed. 

Mr. Beni, a civil war chief- 
tain, is said to be the prime 
minister’s main opponent, 
with supporters in the cabinet 
who openly criticise Mr. 
Hariri. 

Both Mr. Hariri and Mr. 
Beni have dose links with 
Syria, the main foreign power 
broker in Lebanon where it 
has some 35,000 troops. 

Mr. Hariri told President 
Elias Hrawi on Thursday of 
his "definite wish” to step 
down after two years in pow- 
er, a move which has pushed 
Lebanon to the brink of eco- 
nomic and political turmoil. 

But he would not formally 
present his letter of resigna- 
tion to the president until 
after his talks in Syria, advi- 
sors said. 

Syria pulls the political 
strings in Beirut and deploys 

35,000 troops in Lebanon. 

Analysts in Lebanon be- 



Rafik Hariri 

lieve the final verdict on Mr. 
Hariri's resignation wffl be 
made by Damascus, and will 
depend on whether it still 
needs Him as prime minister. 

Mr. Hrawi for his part has 
said he will do everything be 
could to dissuade billionaire 
Saudi-backed Hariri from 
stepping down. 

But Mr. Hariri, stung by 
fierce opposition attacks, said 
in a television interview 
Saturday there was “no room 
for manoeuvre.” 

“I will not go back on my 
decision which is in the in- 
terests of Lebanon,” be de- 
clared. 

A close advisor said there 
was scarcely a one per cent 
chance he would change his 
mind. 

The announcement Thurs- 
day sent shock waves through 
Beirut’s money markets, 
causing shares in the Solidere 
company Hariri created to 
rebuild war-shattered Beirut 
to tumble. 

Mr. Hariri’s decision to 
quit was prompted by mount- 
ing opposition to his policies 
and recent accusations of cor- 
ruption during the setting-up 
of Solidere (see page 12). 


Israel seeks safe way 
to expand PLO self-rule 

Alleged bomber wounded in blast 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The Israeli government 
opened Sunday a major de- 
bate on how to ensure secur- 
ity under the next stage of 
Palestinian autonomy, offi- 
cials said, two days before 
negotiations resume with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin kicked off the discus- 
sions at the weekly cabinet 
meeting and they were ex- 
pected to continue next 
Wednesday with ministers di- 
vided on the best way to 
proceed. 

Army top brass have 
warned that a redeployment 
on the occupied West Bank, 
in line with the 1993 auton- 
omy agreement, will only 
multiply the flashpoints with 
the Palestinians and expose 
settleis. 

Rival armed factions are 
turning the Gaza Strip into 
another Lebanon, Israel’s 
military intelligence chief 
General Uri Saguy told the 
cabinet. 

Officials said the cabinet 
heard that Yasser Arafat, 
head of the self-rule author- 
ity, had so far failed to con- 
trol opposition to the peace 
process. 

The economic manage- 
ment of the authority was 
also deficient, according to 
Gen. Saguy. 

General Danny Roth- 
schild. Israel’s chief nego- 
tiator,- reportedly told minis- 
lers that Mr. Arafat would 
struggle to impose his admi- 
nistration on the occupied 

West Bank. . ^ 

Chief of Staff Ehud Barak 
was to brief ministers on the 
dangers of early redeploy- 
ment and the stationing of 
Palestinian police in urban 
centres. 

The Haaretz newspaper 
said the army would nco m- 
m end that Israel remain in 
charge of security, particular- 


ly along all mam roads, de- 
spite Palestinian demands for 
quick redeployment to allow' 
elections to take place. 

As if to underline the risks, 
a suspected Palestinian 
suicide bomber blew himself 
up at the main crossing point 
from Gaza to Israel on Sun- 
day, military officials said. 

The man was gravely 
wounded in the blast and by 
soldiers who opened fire after 
the explosion. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin has called for 
Israel to set aside redeploy- 
ment and jump immediately 
to talks on a final agreement, 
which are not scheduled to 
start until May 1996. 

Agriculture Minister 
Yaakov Tzur was to put a 
plan to cabinet to set up three 
Palestinian enclaves which 
would require some settle- 
ments to be dismantled. 

Mr. Rabin, who opposes 
removing colonies during the 
five-year interim period of 
autonomy, has nonetheless 
mentioned the possibility of 
grouping settlements into 
blocks which are easier to 
protect. The idea also has 
support among some settlers. 

Chief PLO negotiator Na- 
bil Shaath said Saturday that 
negotiations which were 
scheduled to resume Monday 
in Cairo, have been delayed 
by a day at Israel’s request. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
urged Israel to comply with 
the terms of the autonomy 
deal which launched Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho in May. 

“The cabinet stresses the 
importance of fulfilling the 
terms ... concerning the rede- 
ployment of the Israeli army 
and the preparation for elec- 
tions,” said a statement car- 
ried by the official Palestinian 
news agency WAFA. 

Dr. Shaath, planning 
minister in the self-rule all- 
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Damascus will have to de- 
ride whether to give in to Mr. 
Hariri’s demand to sack the 
pro-Syrian ministers who 
oppose him, analysts say. 

The resignation crisis com- 
es at a bad time for the 
Syrians, who do not want to 
be faced with turmoil in 
Lebanon when they are 
focusing their attention on 
talks with Israel. 

Mr. Hariri’s announce- 
ment came just days ahead of 
a peace miss ion by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, due in the re- 
gion between Tuesday and 
Thursday in a renewed bid to 
break the deadlock in Israeli- 
Syrian talks . 

Lebanon and Syria have 
vowed not to sign a peace 
deal with Israel without the 
other. 

Mr. Bern has not appeared 
m pnbb'c since the latest crisis 
erupted and has made no 
comment to the press. 

Mr. Hariri aides say Mr. 
Bern, and his supporters in. 
the cabinet, make it impossi- 
ble for him to rule because 
Mr. Bern wants the last word 
in evepr derision. 

Parliament refnsed Mr. 
Hariri special powers when 
he took office and is now 
refusing urgent approval of 
his SI 1.38 billion 10-year 
national reconstruction prog- 
ramme. 

Mr. Khaddam, who invited 
Mr. Beni and Mr. Hariri to 
Damascus for reconciliation 
talks, is the Syrian leader 
who handles Lebanese issues 
and was expected to preside 
at the talks. 

Mr. Hariri was seen as the 
only man with the vision to 
rebuild the country when he 
was appointed in October 
1992 and has won the confi- 
dence of international finan- 
cial markets needed to fund 
reconstruction. 


thority, admitted the rede- 
ployment outside Palestinian 
towns was one of the most 
difficult issues faring the two 
sides. 

Under the declaration of 
principles for autonomy, 
Israeli troops must redeploy 
by die eve of elections, which 
were originally set for last 
July 13. 

But Israel is increasingly 
worried about leaving the 

120,000 settlers exposed after 
a wave of attacks by hardlin- 
ers which have left 45 Israelis 
dead since May. 

Dr. Shaath said the Cairo 
meetings would be held at 
two levels, one dealing with 
elections and the other with 
redeployment. 

Another disputed issue is 
the size and function of the 
elected self-rule council. 

The Palestinians demand a 
legislative parliament of 100 
members, while Israel wants 
it to be far smaller with li- 
mited law-making powers. 

The Israeli army provided 
the following version of Sun- 
day’s incident at the Erez 
checkpoint: 

The attacker, identified as 
26-year-old Mahmoud 
Hamad Ahmad Sharif of 
Gaza City, approached two 
reservists checking ID papers 
of Palestinians crossing the 
Erez checkpoint into Israel at 
7:30 a.m. (0530 GMT). 

Sharif was ordered to stop 
several dozen metres away, 
but he approached and, 
according to Israel Radio, 
locked his aims around a 
soldier. As the soldier 
jumped away Sharif set off 
the detonator. Although the 
rest of the bomb did not go 
off, the detonator’s explosion 
propelled Sharif towards the 
soldiers who pushed him 
away and opened fire, the 
army said. 

Sharif was hospitalised 
(Continued on page 3) 



EU lends Qatar says border row Israeli 


$300 m 

to PNA 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
European Commission has 
pushed through a S300 mil- 
lion bank loan to the cash- 
strapped Palestinian self-rule 
authority, chief negotiator 
Nabil -SH****H said Sunday. 

- The loan, repayable over 
25 years at four per cent 
interest with a five-year grace 
period, will go to the public 
and private sectors. Dr. 
Shaath said in a statement 
sent to news agencies. 

The loan had run into diffi- 
culties as the European In- 
vestment Bank, which hand- 
les the money, had stopped 
negotiations on grounds that 
it can only lend to indepen- 
dent countries. Dr. Shaath 
said. 

He said that during an in- 
ternational donors confer- 
ence in Brussels last month, 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat appealed on 
the issue to Jacques Delors, 
head of the European Com- 
mission. 

Mr. Delors intervened and 
the European Commission 
presented guarantees backing 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA), said Dr. 
Shaath who was also in Brus- 
sels. 

Dr. Shaath said the loan 
would go to the private sec- 
tor, via Palestinian banks, to 
develop tourism and exports 
such as clothing, flowers and 
agricultural produce. _ 0 

Part of it would be used by 
the authority for long-term 
projects such as a port, an 
airport and power supply in 
the self-rule Gaza Strip. 

The Palestinians have com- 
plained that only a trickle of 
the S720 million promised by 
international donors for this 
year had come through. 

During the Brussels con- 
ference, donors agreed to re- 
lease S125 million in 
emergency funding to the 
Palestinians, separate from 
the loan. 

Another S23 million will be 
invested in urgently-needed 
projects to improve the in- 
frastructure in the auton- 
omous areas and to create 
thousands of jobs. 

Meanwhile, talks between 
Israel and the PLO on 
Palestinian elections, sche- 
duled to resume Monday in 
Cairo, have been delayed by 
a day at Israel’s request. 

Dr. Shaath said Saturday 
Israel had requested that the 
talks begin Tuesday. He did 
not elaborate. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
which met here Saturday 
urged Israel to comply with 
the terms of the autonomy 
deal which launched Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho in May. 

Dr. Shaath said the rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops 
from Palestinian population 
centres prior to elections was 
one of the most difficult 
issues in Xsraeli-PLO negotia- 
tions. 


with Saudis is transient delegation 


DOHA (AP) — Qatar said 
Sunday it believed a long- 
running territorial dispute 
with Saudi Arabia, reignited 
with border skirmishes ear- 
lier this year, could be re- 
solved. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jasim A1 
Than! said his country had 
refrained from publicising the 
latest incidents “oat of a de- 
sire not to escalate the dis- 
pute” and to avoid tarnishing 
“fraternal relations,” with 
Saudi Arabia and its Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
partners. 

Sheikh Hamad spoke in an 
interview with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC), which was repro- 
duced by the official Qatari 
News Agency. 

The tension peaked last 
week when Qatar boycotted 
a GCC ministerial meeting in 
Riyadh to protest Saudi Ara- 
bia’s refusal to acknowledge 
a protest over border “pro- 
vocations.” 

The dispute threatened to 
undermine the GCC annual 
summit meeting, scheduled 
to start Dec. 19 in Bahrain. 

The Saudj-led alliance also 
groups Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman. 

“We are optimistic about 
bypassing our differences 
with sisterly Saudi Arabia,” 
the Qatari minister said. “We 
think there are fundamentals 
which bring together the two 
sisterly states in many mat- 
ters. Also we think that we 
are capable of resolving this 


dispute with our Saudi 
brothers.” 

Qatar says there have been 
five border incidents this 
year. A Qatari citizen was 
wounded in one of them. 

Saudi Arabia denied the 
claims and chided Qatar for 
not reporting the incidents 
when they allegedly hap- 
pened. It said it received one 
Qatari note in November ab- 
out only one incident which 
when investigated turned out 
to be baseless. 

Sheikh Hamad said the 
provocations included 
“armed interceptions, seizure 
of a boat and the arTest” of 
Qatari travellers and seamen. 

Some Qataris were de- 
tained for up to two weeks, 
he said. 

In one skirmish two shots 
were fired wounding a Qatari 
man on a hunting trip, he 
said. 

The injured man “exists 
while our Saudi brothers 
deny that such a thing hap- 
pened....” 

He said he had hoped that 
the two countries could form 
a joint committee to investi- 
gate the skirmishes. 

Asked how the dispute 
could be resolved, be replied: 
“If there are good intentions 
between the two sides, God 
willing they are there, then 
solving and bypassing this 
dispute is possible.” 

Two people were killed in 
September 1992 when the 
border dispute flared into as 
armed conflict. Egypt medi- 
ated a reconciliation. 


arrives 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team 
of five officials from the 
Israeli foreign ministry led by 
Uri Halvon arrived Sunday in 
Amman for final arrange^ 
meats connected with the 
opening of the Israeli embas- 
sy next Sunday. 

Next Sunday will also wit- 
ness the opening of the 
Jordanian embassy in Tel 
Aviv in implementation of 
Article 5 of the Jordan! an- 
Israeb peace treaty signed on 
Oct. 26. 

A Jordanian Foreign’ 
Ministry delegation led by 
Omar Rifai, head of the 
ministry's special office, vi- 
sited Tel Aviv last week and; 
held talks about arrange- 
ments for the opening of tiie- 
Jordanian* embassy there.' 

The opening of the embas-; 
ties was scheduled to take- 
place on Dec. 10 but was put^ 
off by a day because Dec. 10: 
was a Saturday, an Israeli' 
holiday. 

Mr. Rifai told AFP the' 
inauguration will be “kept' 
simple, and the flags will.be; 
hoisted by respective charges 
d'affaires.” ^ 

Meanwhile, an official? 
statement said a meeting of; 
the Joint Jordanian-Israeli 
Committee scheduled for to-? 
day (Monday) has been post-; 
poned and a new schedule 
will be announced later. The- 
statement attributed the post-? 
ponement to the weather 
conditions in the country. ' 


Iraq demands Security Council 
action over ship interceptions 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq 
has urged the U.N. Security 
Council to condemn the in- 
terception of several Iraqi 
vessels by U.S. warships in 
the Gulf and the alleged beat- 
ing of Iraqi seamen. 

The state-run Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said late 
Saturday that the American 
actions were an attempt to 
escalate the situation in the 
Gulf. It provided no direct 
quotations. 

The acting foreign minis- 
ter, Hamed Yousef Humadi, 
held Washington fully re- 
sponsible for the repercus- 
sions of the “aggression,” the 
agency reported. 

He asked the Security 
Council to condemn the U.S. 
interceptions and take 
appropriate measures to pre- 
vent similar incidents in the 
future, the agency said. 

The council, which recent- 
ly voted to renew internation- 
al trade sanctions against 
Iraq, is unlikely to respond to 
the Iraqi request. 

Mr. Humadi reiterated 
Iraq’s claim that some Iraqi 
seamen were beaten by 
American inspectors who 
boarded the vessels, INA 
said. 

The U.S. Navy said Satur- 
day it had boarded five ves- 


sels suspected of breaking. 
U.N. sanctions on Iraq in 
recent days and bad to hand- 
cuff “uncooperative crew- 
men” aboard one, an Iraqi 
tanker. 

A spokesman for U.S. 
Centra] Command admitted 
that “minimum force” was 
used to subdue and handcuff 
four of the tanker’s crewmen 
who attacked the U.S. board- 
ing team or were “uncoop- 
erative” during a search. 

The spokesman said three 
tugs intercepted Wednesday 
as they sailed south from Iraq 
were found to be carrying 

23,000 tonnes of gasoline be- 
tween them and were di- 
verted to unidentified ports 
for investigation. 

He said two other vessels, 
including the tanker, were 
boarded Thursday in the 
same area off the Iraqi coast. 

Both were allowed to con- 
tinue after the tanker was 
found to be carrying only 
water, he reported. 

The Security Council im- 
posed a trade embargo on 
Iraq in August 1990 after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. 

The U.S. and allied navies 
enforce the embargo by pat- 
rolling the Gulf and the Red 
Sea. Thousands of merchant 
vessels have been intercepted 


or boarded since 1990. 

In Cairo, U.S. Joint Chief-. 
of-Staff General John Shali- 
kashvili said the United 
States will act quickly to snuff 
out any threat from Iraq. ; 

"Our government position 
is that we need to move 
quickly to show that we will: 
not tolerate any attempt from 
the .part of (Iraqi President) - 
Saddam Hussein" to threaten, 
peace in the Gulf, Gen. Sha- 
likashviii said. 

Iraq on Sunday blamed 
Kuwait for hindering efforts 
to resolve the question . of 
Kuwaitis missing since the 
1991 Gulf war, one of the 
obstacles to lifting the U.N.' 
embargo on Baghdad. 

The government daily A1 
Jumhunya said Baghdad had- 
“fully cooperated with the’ 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) and; 
had invited different commis- 
sions to cany out investiga- 
tions across Iraq.” 

But “Kuwait had rejected' 
all initiatives,” it added. 

It said the issue of the 
missing Kuwaitis as well as 
the questions of restoring 
Kuwaiti goods and human 
rights “were evoked by 
Washington and London as a 
diversion and disinforma- 
tion.” 
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Intifada Cubs carry on 
the fight against Israel 


KHAN YUNIS (AFP) — A 
new generation of Palesti- 
nians has taken up the fight 
against Israel where their old- 
er brothers left off — armed 
only with stones these are the 
Intifada Cubs. 

Many the children here 
were too young to join in the 
Palestinian uprising at its 
height in the early years after 
its launch in 19S7, but they 
still dream of forcing Jewish 
settlers and the remaining 
.Israeli soldiers out of Gaza. 

When they are not hunting 
birds on the sand dunes close 
to an Israeli army base, the 
favourite past-time for Zuhdi 
Abdul Razek, 12 and his pals 
is throwing stones at the sol- 
diers. 

The accords signed be- 
tween Israel and the PLO. 
aimed at ending decades of 
violence and the intifada, 
seem to have made little dif- 
ference. 

“I am for peace, but not 
with the settlers still around 
us,” said Mr. Zuhdi. 

About 4,000 Israelis live in 
19 Jewish settlements across 
the autonomous Gaza Strip, 
all of them protected by the 
Israeli army. 

Khan Yunis refugee camp, 
a squalid warren of tiny con- 
crete houses is surrounded by 
the Jewish settlements of 
Ganei Tal and Nevet De- 
kalim on two sides, with the 
Israeli army in between. 

Zuhdi and his friends have 
been impressed by a wave of 
suicide bombings by the Isla- 


mic Resistance Movement 
Hamas, and the smaller Isla- 
mic Jihad both in Israel and 
in Gaza. 

“I like Hamas because they 
carry out operations,” Mr. 
Zuhdi said. 

According to Israeli army 
officials, nine soldiers and 
one settler have been killed 
in the Strip since the launch 
of self-rule in May. Armed 
attacks in Israel and the West 
Bank left another 36 dead. 

The cubs enjoy taunting 
the Israeli soldiers, burling 
stones with vigour. 

Older cubs from the Nus- 
seirat and Breij camps even 
managed to climb up an 
Israeli post outside the tiny 
Jewish settlement of Netzar- 
im, hoist the Palestinian flag 
and bum the abandoned be- 
longings. 

They made sure to leave 
behind their "Intifada Cubs” 
signature emblazoned across 
nearby walls. 

Now, a new high makeshift 
tower of con ere re blocks pro- 
tects the Netzarim soldiers 
and a huge sand barrier sur- 
rounds them. Other posts 
across the Strip have also 
been fortified. 

“Each area has its own 
cubs,” Mr. Zuhdi said. “We 
only go out on the asphalt 
road separating us from the 
army, or stay on the sand. 

“We don’t really have a 
leader, but our best aim here 
is Maher," he said pointing to 
another boy. 

Maher Hassan, also 12 was 


reticent saying only: “I once 
hit a soldier's glasses.” 

The group laughed but said 
they also wanted to give 
peace a chance. 

“When I am older, all this 
will stop because the settlers 
will be our of here,” said 
Khalil Mustafa. 14. 

“Maybe in a year or two 
they'll be gone, according to 
the peace plan.” 

“Add two more zeroes to 
your figures," laughed 
another boy. 

Meanwhile Israeli soldiers 
watch from towers over the 
sand dunes as the boys hunt 
and play. 

“We first shout to the sol- 
diers to. open up their win- 
dows ”* Mr. Mustafa said, 
pointing to one of the posts in 
the near distance. 

“Sometimes we go up to 
them at the fence and chat. 
Some of them speak Arabic, 
and we have nice conversa- 
tions and they joke with us,” 
he said. 

“Then, we step back and 
take aim.” 

By sundown the boys were 
on their way home and Hus- 
sein Abu Rezk, 18 and other 
older teenagers prepared to 
take over, on the lookout for 
what they called infiltrators 
from the Israeli special 
forces. 

“The other night, three 
came through and we called 
the Palestinian police and 
stood guard till the infiltra- 
tors fled back.” 



Palestinian children play with stones and toy guns in 
Nussairat camp in the Gaza Strip. Known as Intifada Cubs, 
the children, who were too young to join in the intifada at its 


height after its launch in 1987, repeatedly stone Israeli 
soldiers guarding settlements on the strip (AFP photo) 


Mideast trio collects Nobel 
this week as hazy peace holds 




. > 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Yasser 
Arafat, Yitzhak Rabin and 
Shimon Peres, three of the 
Middle East's veteran play- 
ers, collect the Nobel Prize 
on Saturday for a peace deal 
blighted by killings and under 
constant threat from extrem- 
ists. 

Their historic self-rule 
accord, which launched 
' Palestinian autonomy in the 
. Gaza Strip and West Bank 
• town of Jericho in May. will 
■ have returned' to its birrh- 
" place at the ! 9ward ceremony 

- in Oslo. 

But the very day that the 
winners were announced on 
Oct. 14, an Israeli soldier 
died in a hostage drama. 

’ Only last week, a woman 
' soldier was killed by a 
Palestinian militant armed 
with an axe. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
^Yasser Arafat has found him- 
-self under siege from Hamas 
militants who demand no- 
thing less than the return of 
all land from the Mediterra- 
nean to the Jordan River — 
• . which means the destruction 
of the Jewish state. 

Israeli Prime Minister 

- Rabin and his old political 


rival Foreign Minister Peres 
meanwhile have faced the 
wrath of Jewish hardliners 
who claim the West Bank as 
part of “Biblical Israel.” 

Violence by militants on 
both sides and a chronic shor- 
tage of cash for Mr. Arafat's 
beleaguered Palestinian self- 
rule authority have steadily 
undermined the fragile 
accord. 

Mr. ArafaLwJio has ende^l. 
his globe-trotting career to 
settle in impoverished GazA,’ 
isPsorely in need of A' prestige ■ 
boost after the clashes be- 
tween his police and fun- 
damentalists last month in 
which 13 Palestinians died. 

And amid a resurgence of 
attacks by Palestinian oppo- 
nents of the peace process 
which culminated in a suicide 
bus bombing in Tel Aviv that 
killed 22 Israelis. Mr. Rabin 
has looked a reluctant Nobel 
laureate. 

When the hostage seized 
by Hamas died along with 
another soldier in a botched 
rescue bid, Rabin grimly de- 
clared: “I would have prefer- 
red to have the two men alive 
and not to have the Nobel 
Peace Prize.” 

But in reality, he lobbied 
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hard to ensure Mr. Peres 
would not go down alone in 
history as Israel's architect of 
the autonomy deal with the 
PLO that itself was bom in 
secret talks in Oslo during the 
summer of 1993. 

Apart from a feared attack 
aimed at ruining the d3y of 
the $930,000 award, on the 
anniversary of Alfred Nobel's 
death. Mr. ArafaL could face 
. if^jsome, 

Norwegian '■ deputies .boycott 
’ fhVterfeYrtofiy' at' Oslo's 
Gf&if3‘Hotel. J 

The award to the Palesti- 
nian leader has already been 
shaken by the resignation of a 
Nobel Committee member. 
Mr. Arafat's “past is too 
tainted with violence, terror- 
ism and bloodshed,” pro- 
tested Kaare Kristiansen. 

But amid the resignation 
and charges it was premature 
to hail peace in the Middle 
East, the committee has 
stood its ground, as Mr. Ara- 
fat and former army "hawk” 
Mr. Rabin prepare to follow 
in the footsteps of Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. 

The committee elected by 
the Storting, or Norwegian 
parliament, hopes the award 
will “serve as an encourage- 
ment to all the Israelis and 
Palestinians who are en- 
deavouring to establish last- 
ing peace in the region.” 
The Sept. 13, 1993 declara- 
tion of principles (DoP) on 
autonomy signed in Washing- 
ton is meanwhile struggling 
to enter a new phase. 

After the completion of a 
handover of civilian powers 
to the Palestinians in the 
West Bank last week, nego- 
tiations resume this week in 
Cairo aimed at breaking a 
stalemate on holding elec- 
tions - 

While the violence esca- 
lates, with the Israeli heart- 
land becoming a prime target 
for Hamas, Israel's army has 
grown increasingly reluctant 
to redeploy on the West 
Bank. 


Charismatic ‘emir’ 
brings fragile peace| 

to Afghan province 


HERAT (AFP) — An island 
of fragile peace has been 
created amid the chaos and 
bloodshed of the war in 
Afghanistan thanks to the 
iron-fisted, charismatic rule 
of one man dubbed “the 
emir.” 

U.N. officials and several 
charity organisations unani- 
mously agree that Ismael 
Khan has managed to bring 
relative calm and prosperity 
to this western province in 
the two years since he came 
to power. 

The province and adjoin- 
ing regions have been cleared 
of local thugs and fighting 
between rival factions has be- 
come a thing of die past. 

There are even a number 

of rag-tag police officers 

trying- tOr enforce traffic reg- • being erected ' in central 
ts inccmgurous Herat' and private cars which.. 


adding that the dry had been 
turned into Afghanistan’s 
“economic centre.” 

Herat also serves as a cros- 
sroads for goods being smug- 
gled into the country and 
south to Pakistan. 

Every day, dozens of 
second-hand automobiles 
and thousands of tonnes of 
Japanese tires leave Dubai, 
in the United Arab Emirates, 
and cross Iran to reach 
Herat. 

Their final destination is 
northwestern Pakistan where 
they join a hoard of other 
smuggled goods. 

Even though many districts 
in Herat are still in ruins and 
government buildings in de- 
sperate need of repair, a 
handful of trade centres are 


ulations, an 
sight in this efusty oasis with a 
population of around 500,000 
camping in the mins of war, 
with no electricity or drinking 
water. 

Ismael Khan, nicknamed 
the “Emir of the Western 
Provinces,” came to power 
after the collapse of the com- 
munist regime in Afghanistan 
in April 1992 and has gra- 
dually succeeded in enforc- 
ing! a minimum level of 
security throughout Afgha- 
nistan’s western provinces. 

Herat may now be the only 
city in Afghanistan where 
armed men are not visible in 
die streets, except for a few 
uniformed officials guarding 
government buildings. 

There are no major signs of 
tension in the city, or in 
surrounding regions where 
Afghan army troops are de- 
ployed but which are totally 
under Ismael Khan’s control. 

The relative return to nor- 
mality has led to a revival of 
commerce in the city, re- 
miniscent of times when the 
region was on a crossroads of 
the Silk Route between India 
and the Middle East. 

Shops and grand bazaars in 
the city are full of goods 
produced in neighbouring 
countries — fruits, cosmetics, 
cooking wares and building 
materials from Iran, fabrics 
and vegetable oil from Pakis- 
tan, cigarettes, fuel and spare 
parts from Turkmenistan. 

One fabric merchant said 
Herat was providing neigh- 
bouring provinces in Afgha- 
nistan with consumer goods, 


disappeared 15 years ago are 
once agaitf l,: back on the 


But foreign observers 
warned that the relative 
prosperity, which is limited to 
the city of Herat, could be 
short-lived. 

One reason is that the 
money finding its way into 
Herat comes largely from 
smuggling drugs and consum- 
er goods and is not invested 
in economic ventures, one 
observer said. 

And a Herat university 
professor said an upsurge in 
trade had caused inflation 
doubling the price of bread, 
the staple diet for most peo- 
ple, since the be ginning of 
tiie year. 

The average monthly sal- 
ary of employees is less than 
$20 and discontent is growing 
as most goods become too 
expensive for the general 
public. 

The stability in the region 
also appears to be haphazard 
and under threat from neigh- 
bouring regions. 

Ismael Khan has so far 
managed to discourage any 
attacks from outside either 
through strong-armed tactics 
or sheer diplomacy. 

Many observers believe 
security in the region is de- 
pendent solely on the gov- 
ernor’s charisma. 

“If his power recedes or he 
disappears, the flame of war 
will rage throughout the en- 
tire region,” one observer 
said. 


Court bans Egypt from 
displaying relics abroad 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt is 
banned from exhibiting its 
unique archaeological . trea- 
sures abroad and has had to 
cut short a money-spinning 
display in Japan after a court 
ruling here, legal officials 
said Sunday. 

The High administrative 
court in Cairo passed the 
ban, which is not subject to 
appeal, after complaints by 
veteran Egyptian campaigner 
and archaeologist Nimat 
Ahmad Fwad of possible 
damage to the artefacts. 

The court banned the ex- 
hibition of 72 ancient pieces 
which went on display in 
seven Japanese towns includ- 
ing Tokyo and Osaka in 
January and was to continue 
until March 1995. 

Fearing the verdict. Egyp- 
tian Culture Minister Faruq 
Hosni brought the treasures 
tuck to Egypt two days be- 
forehand. 

But he complained about 
' die decision. ‘This exhibition 
was'- a great . success' and 
earned two million dollars for 
Egypt,” he grumbled. 

“The 72 pieces, which have 
now been in Egypt for three 


days, have been examined by 
a team of specialists who say 
they are in an excellent con- 
dition,” he added. 

The Cairo court said that 
from now on only ancient 
artefacts which “are not uni- 

3 ue and are not likely to be 
amaged” can go on display 
outside Egypt. 

The pieces in the Japanese 
exhibition were made out of 
wood,- glass and limestone, 
all very fragile materials, and 
37 of them were “unique." it 
added. 

It recalled that “several 
unique ancient artefacts re- 
turned in a damaged condi- 
tion after exhibitions in the 
United States, Canada and 
Australia.” 

The Japanese display in- 
cludes a bust of queen Hat- 
shepsut. a dagger belonging 
to the pharaoh Ahmosis and 
a gold chain belonging to the ■ 
pharaoh's mother — all 
around 3,500 years old. 

The -culture ministry- 
argued that such exhibitions 
were “the best advertisement 
for Egypt and contribute to 
the promotion of tourism.” 


Relics return to the 
land of the Pharaohs 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptians 
have the chance to see for the 
first time some of the arte- 
facts discovered by European 
archaeologists during excava- 
tions on their country in an 
unique exhibition which has 
opened in Cairo. 

Thirteen European coun- 
tries are taking part in the 
exhibition in the Egyptian 
Museum which marks the 
start of a series of meetings 
and conferences to promote 
closer archaeological - coop- 
eration between Egypt and 
Europe. 

The Europeans were 
among the first to dig for 
hidden treasure in the land of 
the Pharaohs some 200 years 
ago. 

But the exhibition which 
opened on Thursday will pro- 
vide the opportunity to show 
off some of the latest finds. 

Among them is a rare sta- 
tue of Neferefre sculpted in 
pink limestone. The piece, 
which is about 4,500 years 
old. was a real find for Egyp- 
tologists as it provides the 
first clear picture of what the 
Pharaoh may have looked, 
like. 


The Pharaoh is seen seated 
on his throne, wearing a wig 
with the back of his head 
protected by a falcon's wings, 
the bird said to be Neferefre's 
earthly incarnation. 

“Until now we did not 
what this Pharaoh looked like 
except from inscriptions and 
we didn't have a portrait.” 
Jean-Pierre Corteggiania 
from the French Institute for 
Oriental Archaeology told 
AFP. 

The statue was discovered 
by a team from the then 
Czechoslovakia in excava- 
tions from 1986 to 1987 at 
Abusir where the cemetery of 
the 5th dynasty of Pharaohs 
has been discovered in the 
huge Memphis necropolis 
close to Cairo. 

It is being displayed by the 
Czech Republic which joins 
Austria, Belgium, Britain, 
France, Germany, Hungary, 
Italy, The Netherlands. Nor- 
way. Poland. Spain and 
Sweden as exhibitors. 

France is showing inscribed 
clay tablets which are also 
very rare since few have sur- 
vived because of the fragile 
material. 


Sudan 
rejects 

U.N. report 
on rights . 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
has rejected as biased a Un- 
ited Nations report accusing 
it of bombing camps of dis- 
placed persons in the war- 
tom south of the country, 
Khartoum's state-con troUed 
newspapers said on Sunday, 

They said the U.N. report 
also claims that the number 
of persons displaced as a re* 
suit of Sudan's 11-year-old 
civil war had readied five 
million but that one million 
of them bad died of hunger 
while the rest are facing 
starvation. 

The report, according to 
the newspapers, also accuses 
the Khartoum government of 
demolishing squatter camps 
housing the displaced persons 
and of' sending warplanes to 
bomb displaced camps in the 
south of Sudan. 

It said Sudan was using 
humanitarian assistance for 
political and military pur* 
poses. 

But Foreign Minister Hus- 
sein Abu Saleh was quoted as 
saying the report was unba- 
lanced and contained untru^ 
and fabricated information * 

Mr. Abu Saleh was said to 
have made the remarks to 
Margaret O'Keefe, the repre- 
sentative in Sudan of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). 

The Sudanese minister also 
accused the world body of 
deliberately keeping silent oh 
government claims that chil- 
dren in south Sudan were 
being kidnapped and kept 
against their will by rebels of 
the Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) in camps 
at northern Kenya. 

The SPLA has been fight- 
ing successive Khartoum gov- 
ernments since 19S3 in a bid 
to end the political and eco- 
nomic domination of what it 
views as a minority Arabised 
clique in the predominantly 
Muslim north of the country, 
Africa's biggest. 

The war, mainly fought in 
the animist and* Christian 
south of Sudan, has claimed 
the lives of -hundreds of 
-thousands; of people. • Both 
sides accuse each other of 
.committing atrocities against 
civilians and using food and 
humanitarian assistance as a 
weapon in the conflict. 

Government troops have 
over the past two yean 
scored a string of impressive 
military' successes . 4 ‘ 

Iran invites rights groups 

Chief Justice Ayatollah 
Morteza Moqtadaei on Satur- 
day invited impartial human rights 
groups to visit Iran but said 
U.N. special investigator 
Reynaldo Galindo Pohl was 
not welcomed back in the 
country. 

“As soon as... Iran found 
out that the special repre- 
sentative of the Human 
Rights Commission. Pohl, 
had prepared his biased re- 
ports under the influence of 
arrogant powers and deviated 
groups, (it) did not permit 
him to enter the country to 
resume his work," he told the 
Iranian news agency- 1RNA). 

Iran has come under attack 
in the past few days from 
several human rights groups 
demanding an independent 
investigation after the death 
of dissident Iranian writer Afi 
Akbar Saidi Sirjani while in 
detention in Tehran. 

Mr. Moqtadaei “voiced 
Iran's readiness to cooperate, 
except for Pohl, with re* 
sentatives of international 
human rights organisations 
who seek to make studies o$ 
Iran without any pre-judge- 
ment," IRNA reported. 
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Light rain, some snow i Zarqa police round up 

pvnp^fprl in Hillxr n M IT 1 


expected in hilly areas 




/ 1 


1 . _ %..w 


Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath A 1 
Hassan Thursday views Pakistani art 
works on display at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. The Princess is accompanied 


hereby Pakistani Ambassador to Jordan 
Tariq Khan Afiridi and Mrs. .Cristina 
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Colours , forms of Pakistani art 
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display trends over generations 
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AMMAN (J-T.) — An ex- 
hibition of Pakistani paint- 
ings entitled “Colours and 
Forms,” concludes today at 
die Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) where Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath Ai 
Hassan opened the event last 
week. Sponsored and orga- 
nised by the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
in cooperation with the 
National Aits Council of 
Pakistan, the exhibtion in- 
dudes the works of 21 classic- 


al and contemporary artists. 

The artists used all types of 
media, from oil, acrylic and 
watercolours to pastels and 

etchings, depicting different 
trends in Pakistani art. The 
exhibtion was displayed in an 
unusual setting for the RCC. 

Organisers made use of the 
centre’s Blue Room which 
rarely serves as an exhibi- 
tiong venue. 

The area was kept in dark- 
ness, while the paintings were 
suspended from the ceiling. 


giving a feeling of floatation, 
lighting was directed on each 
painting individually enhanc- 
ing the depth and focal point 
of the art work. 

Traditional lighted incense 
sticks and music played by 
members of the local Pakista- 
ni community created a spe- 
cial atmosphere in which to 
view the works. After Am- 
man, the exhibition wfll be 
displayed in other countries 
of the region. 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The 
Meteorology Department 
Sunday said it expected light 
rain and occasional snow on 
billy regions today, with frost 
formation particularly in the 
early hours of the day. 

A department spokesman 
said that despite toe move- 
ment of the low atmospheric 
pressure to northern Iraq, its 
effects will continue to be felt 
in the next two days when 
skies will be dear to partly 
doudy, and temperatures are 
expected to dip below freez- 
ing at night end rise to a 
maximum of 7°C during the 
day. 

Contrary to the depart- 
ment’s predion ons of severe 
snow storms affecting the 
country Sunday, the weather 
conditions improved, with no 
snowfall in the central re- 
gions. 

Meteorology Department 
Chief AH Abanda told Jor- 
dan Television Sunday that 
the original forecast was 
meant for the southern re- 
gions in particular rather than 
the A mman area alone. 

But in Karak, Tafileh and 
Shobak heavy snows fell 
overnight, and in Ras Mnnif 
in the north and the Tafileh 
heights in the south, nearly 
45 centimetres of snow blank- 
eted these areas. 

According to Dr. Abanda 
Amman has not witnessed an 
early snow fall such as this 
since 1923, although in 1956 
and 1979 snow fell on very 


high regions in the north and 
south only. 

The Ministry of Public 
Works Sunday reported that 
all roads in the Amman, 
Madaba, Zarqa, Mafraq, 
Jerash and Irbid areas were 
open adding that some roads 
like the Kufrunjeh-Jordan 
Valley Road and Mazar- 
Tafilch road were still block- 
ed by snow or landslides. 

In Amman, the Higher 
Civil Defence Council met 
under the chairmanship of 
Interior Minister Salameh 
Ham mad to review the 
general public safety situa- 
tion in the Kingdom follow- 
ing the storms of the past two 
days. 

The council the 

formation of voluntary teams 
to help the concerned author- 
ities in dealing with rescue 
and other operations. 

The council which groups 
representatives of several 
government ministries as well 
as tiie Civil Defence and Pub- 
lic Security departments re- 
viewed the reopening of cul- 
verts and roads and the dis- 
tribution of sufficient road- 
clearing equipment. 

Abdul Wahab Zoubi, 
secretary general of the 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources, said 
efforts are under way to en- 
sure sufficient gas, diesel oil 
and kerosene to various gov- 
emorates. He said that the 
storms of the past two days 
delayed the mstiibution of 
fuel. 


J apan to supply equipment 
to Jordanian hospitals 
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‘NGOsbroaden democratic debate’ 


> .' AMMAN (Petra) — A two- 
day workshop on strategies 
- for consolidating the work of 
?. - non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) Sunday started 
here with an address by Presi- 
; dent of the Jordan Environ- 
ment Society (JES) Ahmad 
Obeidat stressing the role of 
NGOs in broadening the base 
'of democratic debate and en- 
bancua public participation. 
y added that 

; ‘ tyC&fcliisri play a significant 

;■? role In promoting public 
;' 0lt atriaeneSs aftnd devdrojtahg 
' modern communities. 

1 He said NGOs have de- 


monstrated time and again 
their ability to develop effec- 
tive mechanisms to serve 
national and humanitarian 
goals and to defend human 
rights. He noted that there 
are more than 13,000 NGOs 
worldwide. 

Walter Rudel, representa- 
tive of Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation, which organised 
the work shop in cooperation 
''witff JE5^ Said. participants in 
the woikshop wiB learn about 
NGOs’- contributions to pub- 
lic debate, stif>bomng demo- 
cracy and enhancing the effi- 
ciency of such organisations. 


They will also learn, he 
said, about environmental, 
economic and human rights 
’ problems, in addition to max- 
imising the effectiveness of 
NGOs. 

Stefan Melnik of the Fried- 
rich Naumann Foundation 
Academy will lecture on 
these topics, in addition to 
related subjects, such as the 
efficient use of resources, set- 
ting priorities, cfivfyion of 
labour and cooperation with 
other organisations*, and 
etfS&k'&f political liberalisa- 
tion on economic develop- 
ment. 
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* FUm (in French) entitled “La Crise” at the 
French Cultural Centre at 8:00 pjn, 

4 FDm (In English) entitled ‘‘Birth of Re- 
naissance: Giotto to Masaccio” (with com- 
mentary in Arabic by Dr. Khaled Khreis) 
at Darat Al Fumm at 5:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of Muna Saudi’s private collec- 
tion of contemporary arts and Jordanian 
antiques at Abdoun Village. 

A Exhibition of paintings by Sadik Kwaish at 
the French Cultural Centre. 


☆ Exhibition by Akram Najl Shaker at 
Ab'aad Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Dr. AH Al Ghoul 
at the Italian Language Centre (Tel. 
699348). 

☆ Exhibition of Pakistani art entitled “Col- 
ours and Forms” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Exhibition by artists Lattif Al Khateeh and 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Japanese International Coop- 
eration Agency (JICA) is to 

provide Jordan with medical 
equipment used m the treat- 
ment of common diseases in 
Jordan, according to an 
agreement signed at the 
Health Ministry Sunday. 

The agreement, which also 
provides for the installation 
of the equipment at Jorda- 
nian hospitals next year was 
signed by Health Minister 
Aref Batayneh and Hama 
Kawa, bead of a JICA team 
currently, on a visit to the " 
Kingdom. 

- Toe health Ministry said in 
a statement that Sunday's 
agreement is part of an 18- 
month-old agreement be- 
tween the ministry and JICA 
whereby JICA will provide 
the Kingdom with $7 million 
worth of equipment. 

The JICA team earlier met 
Labour Ministry officials to 
discuss Jordan's request for 
the establishment or an insti- 
tute to train Jordanian per- 


sonnel employed in the min- 
ing industry, and also to 
promote the manufacture of 
equipment in Jordan. 

Discussion also covered 
the general situation in the 
Jordanian labour market and 
the adverse effects on it re- 
sulting from the return of 
thousands of expatriates from 
Kuwait in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis, as well as the 
Labour Ministry’s attempts 
to train and absoib workers 
through the help of the Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) - centres.' - * 

Head of the Jordanian 
side”” Ayoub“ : Bi4ta?seb, 
briefed the JICA officials on 
the volume of the guest work- 
force, the problem of unem- 
ployment and government 
policies on employment- 
related issues. 

A ministry statement said 
that the meetings were within 
the frameworks of a 
Japanese-Jordanian project 
to promote vocational train- 
ing in the Kingdom. 


Jordan to observe 
Volunteers Day 


Muhy Kfaiwfa at the Housing Bank Gal- 
lery. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Saadi Al Kaabi 
at AHa Art Gallery. 

☆ of sculptures by ‘Amer Khalil at 
Baladna Art Gaiety. 


Israel seeks safe way to expand self-rule 


* with light injuries, Israel 
. .£ Radio said. Army sources 
jt:said Sharif, who had no exit 
.‘-permit for Israel, used a 
T makeshift explosive including 
gt'eans and nails. 

Palestinian police officials 
the Gaza Strip confirmed 
‘ iitthat a man from Sheikh Rad- 
ian, a Gaza City fun- 
damentalist stronghold, was 
■' >• Gghtly injured in an incident 
with soldiers. 


(Continued from page 1) 

But the Palestinians, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said they did not 
believe the man was carrying 
explosives. 

Israeli soldiers guarding 
checkpoints near the relf-rule 
areas have been tense for 
weeks following a series of 
suicide attacks claimed by the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, and the Isla- 
mic Jihad organisation. Both 
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oppose peace with Israel and 
have vowed to continue 
attacks. 

Relatives in Gaza Gty de- 
nied that Sharif was carrying 
explosives. 

“He was a simple citizen, 
he had never been arrested 
by the Israelis,” Sharifs 
brother Yehia told AFP. 

“He was not a Hamas 
member,” he added. 

Hamas said Sharif, who is 
hard of hearing, was a sup- 1 
porter but stressed he was not I 
on an operation for the 
group. 

Another of Sharif's 
brothers, Abdul Nasser, 
however, is a member of 
Hamas’ armed wing, Izzed- 
din Al Qa s s am and is serving 
time in an Israeli jail. 
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SSThe British Council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
today observes International 
Volunteers Day as called for 
by the United Nations and in 
line with the Jordanian gov- 
ernment’s policy of promot- 
ing the work of voluntary and 
charitable societies in the 
Kingdom, according to Khalil 
Al Banna, head of the Social 
and Cultural Department at 
the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
event which is usually 
observed on Dec. 5. Mr. 
Banna said there are 740 
voluntary societies in Jordan, 
of which 21 are non- 
Jordanian, all working in 
cooperation with the Mims try 
of Social Development. 

He said that nearly 50,000 
people are involved in volun- 
tary and charitable missions 
at these institutions under the 
overall nmbrella of the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). 

Paying tribute to tbeir 
work, Mr. Banna said that 
they complement the work of 
the ministry and its affiliated 
departments in various gov- 
exnorates. 

The government encour- 
ages the creation of voluntary 


Announcement 


groups in all goveraoraces 
and settlements and provides, 
assistance to their en- 
deavours towards socio- 
economic development, 
added Mr. Banna. 

These societies are consi- 
dered “schools,” teaching the 
public the benefits of social 
solidarity and helping the 
ministry in providing urgently 
needed assistance to the 
onder-privileged groups, Mr. 
Banna said. 


A message by United Na- 
tions Development Program- 
me (UNDP) Administrator 


James Gustave Speth on In- 
ternational Volunteers Day 
released here Sunday said the 
marking of this day was im- 
portant because it draws 
attention to the development 
successes resulting from peo- 
ple working directly with 
people and from individuals 
helping other individuals to 
improve their lives. 

Because of their ability to 
work with individuals and 
their impartial commitment 
to development, said Mr. 
Speth, volunteers have a 
comparative advantage in , 
helping build trust and soli- 
darity within and among 
communities. 
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English Language Seminar for 
Teachers of Secondary School 

Seminar by Dr Nicholas Linfidd 

"Small Questions* Large Answers* 
Strategy for Reading Poetry" 

At the British Council 
Monday December 5 at 5:00pm 
Please note the time is 5 and not 7. 

Hcgauzed m Inland as chaffy no 20*131 


Entries for the Theory and Practical Examinations of the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music will be accepted from 10 to 15 December 1994. 
The practical examination will be held in Amman next spring 1 995. 

For registration and further information about syllabuses and regulations. 

please contact the local representative: 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Jabei Amman, Atiyat Building. Behind the Embassy of Kuwait 

P.O.Box 926687, Amman/Jordan 
Tel. 687620, Fax 687621 
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By Rana Hassemi 

a 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ZARQA — Zarqa police 
Sunday announced that over* 
a two-week period they 
arrested 14 suspects in more 
than 100 burglaries in diffe- 
rent nans of the Kinedom, 


suspects 


rent parts of the Kingdom, 
according to Brigadier Abdul 
Kbader Oran, director of the 
Zarqa Police Department. 

Brig. Oran said the latest 
arrest took place on Nov. 20, 
when police apprehended 
four men. aged between 35- 
46, suspected of burglarising 
50 homes during the day-time 
in Zarqa suburbs. 

He said, the items stolen 
from the homes included 
jewellery, money, electronic 
equipment and other valu- 
ables. 

“Our investigators became 
suspicious of a man driving 
around Ruseifeh suburbs 
where most of the burglaries 
occurred and pulled him over 
for questioning,” Brig. Oran 
said during a press confer- 
ence. 

After searching his car, be 
added, police units found 
skeleton keys and foreign 
currency. 

According to Brig. Oran, 
the suspect, a Wihdat resi- 
dent, confessed to commit- 
ting 50 burglaries since 1991, 
including 29 homes in Am- 
man, 17 in Z arqa. 3 in Salt 


and one in Irbid, with the 
help of three other indi- 
viduals. 

Brig. Oran said that the 
mrnn suspect, has a long cri- 
minal record, having been 
charged with burglaries and 
drug abuse. 

"When we searched his 
house, we recovered most of 
the stolen goods, and we 
found hashish and jewellery 
hidden in a baby diaf^T,” the 
official said. 

He added tbat the wife of 
the suspect is also in police 
custody charged with being 
an accessory after the fact. 
The woman was not identi- 
fied. 

The police director called 
on burglary victims to go to 
the Zarqa Police Department 
to identify their goods. 

Brig. Oran said that the 
authorities also arrested four 
gang members in connection 
with 10 robberies in Amman 
and Zarqa. 

He identified the main sus- 
pect as M.A.L.S., 27, of Jab- 
al Joufeh. 

In another case, police re- 
deved a report on Nov. 20 
from a refrigerator factory 
that 16 refrigerators were 
missing from the factory. 

Investigations led to the 
arrest of the factory guard 
and two other individuals. 

Police are also questioning 
an individual who is sus- 


pected of burglarising 20 
homes and stealing 19 car 
stereos in the Zarqa area. 

According to Brig. Oran, 
the man confessed to the 
crime and led investigators to 
two other individuals in- 
volved with him. 

He said most of the sus- 
pects bad previous records 
and were unemployed. 

Meanwhile, four people 
were killed in two separate 
incidents in Amman on Sun- 
day, Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) and police re- 1 
ports showed. 

In Baqaa camp, two people 
were killed after being hit by 
a car, the reports said. 

Kawthar Mohammad M, 
27, and her 4-year-old daugh- 
ter Waia’a were attempting 
to cross a street when they 
were struck by a taxi, reports 
said. 

Police would not release 
any' further information, but 
said they apprehended the 
driver of the vehicle for ques- 
tioning. 

Also on Sunday, two peo- 
ple died of carbon monoxide 
poisoning in Al Rajfb area 
□ear Sahab while sleeping 
with a kerosene heater lit. 

According to the report, 
the victims were Ibrahim 
Omran, 26, and Mohammad 
Ali, 20, both Egyptian 
nationals. 


Lebanon, Jordan agree to extend 
agricultural trade protocol — minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Lebanon have agreed in 
talks, held last week in Beirut 
to extend and promote a 1993 
trade protocol primarily on 
the exchange of agricultural 
products, according to Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mansour 
Ben Tarif Sunday. 

Speaking upon his return 
from Beirut Sunday for the 
talks at the bead of a Jorda- 
nian delegation, the minister 
said Jordan and Lebanon will 
’stick to the Origin atf p^ocdT 
dbneeming' of 

exchanged brockets and the 
dates on which tney' can be 
made depending on seasonal 
production. 

He said the two sides 
would continue to bold meet- 
ings whenever necessary to 
discuss each other’s require- 
ments of additional amounts 
of goods. 

According to Salem Lawzi, 


head of the Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation 
(AMO), who accompanied 
the minister on the visit, Jor- 
dan annually exports to 
Lebanon eggplants, toma- 
toes, pepper, beans, squash 
and melons and imports 
Lebanese cherries, potatoes, 
pears, and grapes, but the 
balance of agricultural trade 
is clearly in Jordan’s favour. 

The two sides reached 
agreement on a mechanism 
^'to'oVlercome 'obstacles imped- 
v .4ng trade and stressed the 
heed for ensuring .the., con- 
tinued flow of agricultural 
products to the markets of 
either country, said the 
minister. 

He said that he requested 
•that the Lebanese authorities 
reduce the rate of tariffs and 
duty levied on trucks trans- 
porting Jordanian products to 
the Lebanese markets, and 


the Lebanese side has agreed 
to arrange for contacts be- 
tween the ministries of trans- 
port in the two countries to 
work out a mutually satisfac- 
tory arrangement. 

According to Mr. Ben 
Tarif, the two sides agreed on 
giving preference and priority 
to imports of agricultural pro- 
ducts from each other’s coun- 
tries. 

Apart from the talks with 
government officials, the 
Jorilamah,' delegation . which 
also included several mer- 
chants, toured the Bekaa, 
Zahleh, and Saida areas and 
met with local fanners to 
explain Jordan’s views re- 
garding the exchanges of pro- 
duce. 

Mr. Ben Tarif said he was 
received by Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi to whom he 
conveyed greetings to the 
Lebanese leadership and 
people. 


University plans dialogue, students 

■ 

claim deadlock on 60 % grade 


By Rana Hnssdni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — University of 
Jordan officials and student 
union representatives were 
still on opposite sides of the 
fence Sunday, with adminis-* 
trators planning meetings on 
Tuesday and Wednesday be- 
tween students, administra- 
tion and faculty members, 
and student union members 
saying that negotiations had 
readied a deadlock. 

A senior university official 
told the Jordan Times Sun- 
day that the administrative 
committee scheduled two 
separate meetings, one on 
Tuesday between students 
and the committee, and one 
Wednesday between the stu- 
dents and university faculty 
to discuss the 60 per cent 
grade regulation. 

The student union is de- 
manding an alteration to the 
60 grade regulation which 
stipulates that students retak- ' 
mg courses they have failed 
can only attain a maximum of 
60 per cent. 


“The committee which was 
appointed by the university 
(to study the issue) is still in 
place, but it seems that the 
student union members are 
trying to meet with each com- 
mittee member separately to 
try to pursuade him to meet 
their demands, because they 
felt that their demands would 
not be met,” the official said. 

“So far, the appointed 
committee did not reach any 
decision and is still studying 
the request, and we cannot 
prejudge matters. The stu- 
dent union wants the commit- 
tee to simply rule in their 
favour,” he added. 

Meanwhile, the ' student 
union issued a statement 
saying that negotiations be- 
tween the committee and the 
student union over the 
weekend had failed. 

The statement accused the 
committee of delaying the 
matter and said that the stu- 
dent onion would appeal to 
higher government officials 
to resolve the matter, and 
then will hold a press confer- 


ence on Tuesday to announce 
their next step. 

This issue does not fall 
within the government’s 
jurisdiction, it is an internal 
university matter, the uni- 
versity official explained. He 
said the student union earlier 
approaches the Ministry of 
Higher Education, but were 
told to discuss the matter 
with the university adminis- 
tration. 

"The student union is 
avoiding dialogue, and they 
will be responsible of their 
own acts,” he added. 

The student union first 
organised a protest on Nov. 
26, threatening to boycott 
classes and organise further 
protests if the university 
administration did not reply 
to their demands. 

On Nov. 29, more than 
l;000 students boycotted 
classes in major faculties, 
then organised a march on 
campus followed by demon- 
strations in front of the presi- 
dent’s office on campus. 
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Dhaka says Ansar mutiny quelled 


DHAKA (R) — The Bang- 
ladesh government said Sun- 
day that troops had quelled a 
three-day mutiny by 
thousands of auxiliary police 
over demands for higher 
wages and job security. 

“The misguided members 
of the Ansar Force (as the 
auxiliaries are called) have 
surrendered to law-enforcing 
agencies in various parts of 
the country/' an official 
statement said. 

“The misguided Ansars 
have surrendered at Shafipur 
Ansar Academy, Khilgaon 
Ansar Headquarters, Lalmo- 
nirhar in the north, Navaran 
in western Jessore district 
and Faiz Lake in Chitta- 
gong," the statement said. 

“Discipline has be€n res- 
tored at all these places/’ the 
statement concluded without 
giving details. 

Unconfirmed reports ear- 
lier said up to four Ansars 
had been killed and many 
wounded as regular police 
and paramilitary soldiers 
tried to overpower them. 

“One of our men is dead 
and several are injured/' one 
auxiliary shouted at people 


after soldiers stormed the au- 
xiliary police headquarters at 
Khilgaon early Sunday. 

An official, who declined 
to be identified, quoted 
police as telling him that up 
to three auxiliaries had been 
killed, many wounded and 
more than 1,000 arrested in 
Shafipur, north of Dhaka. 

“All auxiliaries at their 
Khilgaon headquarters were 
forced to surrender but the 
process was still not over in 
Shafipur," he told Reuters. 

The reports of the deaths 
could not be confirmed by 
other sources. 

A -report at the scene in 
Khilgaon said soldiers used 
rocket-launchers to demolish 
the wails of the headquarters. 

Troops went into action 
following a high-level secur- 
ity meeting Saturday night, 
police said. 

Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia headed the 
meeting attended by army 
chief Lieutenant-General 
Abu Saleh Mohammad 
Nasim, Home Secretary Azi- 
muddin Ahmad and other 
top officials. 

Fighting broke out when 


■ ■ 

regular police and paramilit- 
ary soldiers attempted to dis- 
arm and flush out hundreds 
of rebel auxiliary police holed 
up in their headquarters, wit- 
nesses said. 


They said police used tear- 
gas and rubber bullets while 
soldiers fired with 
machineguns in battles 
against the rebels, wbo 
attacked with rifle fire. 

Army helicopters hovered 
overhead, which the Ansars 
claimed had fired on them. 
Witnesses said they saw heli- 
copters dropping tear gas 
canisters. 


our “neighbours also fled to 
safety," he told Reuters by 
telephone. 

Others Khilgaon residents 
said they woke up to hun- 
dreds of gunshots, some fired 
by auxiliaries and some by 
troops, and rushed to safety. 

Journalists saw Ansars car- 
rying wounded colleagues 
and heard calls for help as 
smoke poured from the head- 
quarters' 1 ground. 
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Reports from Shafipur 
Sunday said helicopters also 
attacked the academy and 
shelled neighbouring areas, 
trying to overpower the au- 
xiliaries. 

In Khilgaon, Lutfur Rah- 
man Binu, personal photo- 
grapher of the prime minis- 
ter, said his home had been 
hit by several canisters, forc- 
ing nis family to flee. 

(“Much of my house has 
been damaged. Glasses have 
been smashed and windows 
broken. Not only my family. 


They said 664 Ansars sur- 
rendered at the headquarters 
where soldiers seized 740 
rifles. 

The trouble began Thurs- 
day when thousands of 
Ansars, a back-up force re- 
cruited to help regular police 
keep law and order, mutinied 
at the Ansar Academy in 
Shafipur, a northern suburb 
of Dhaka, over demands for 
higher wages and job secur- 
ity. 


Photo taken from a video footage shows a 
Philippine Navy frogman searches the capsized 
ferry boat Cebu City lying on its left side at the 
seabed about 100 feet under water for die 
bodies of mitring passengers and crew includ- 


ing the ship captain. The ferry boat carrying 
598 passengers and crew was rammed by the 
Singapore-registered cargo ship Kota Suria in 
Manila Bay (AFP photo) 


Chief mate of Manila Bay disaster 


ferry found alive near the shore 


The rebellion soon spread 
to Dhaka and other districts, 
officials said. 

Officials put the number of 
Ansars at more than 25,000, 
one third of them armed with 
rifles. 


MANILA (R) — The Filipi- 
no chief mate of the ill-fated 
ferry Cebu City was found 
alive but injured near shore 
Sunday, two days after his 
vessel sank at the mouth of 
Manila Bay with a feared loss 
of mote than 140 lives. 


The spokesman said 
Reynaldo Boludo was found 
floating dose to the shore of 
Cavite province after being 
washed out of Manila Bay 
and down the coast. He had 
no details of his injuries. 


island ferry to be discovered 
alive since it sank before 


dawn Friday after colliding 
with the Sineaoore-redstered 


with the Singapore-registered 
container ship Kota Suria. 
The Cebu Gty’s Captain 


Opposition has chance to prove | | nc jj a 


itself with Taipei mayoralty win jolted 


“He was reportedly reco- 
vered by a fisherman this 
morning. He was alive but 
injured," Coast Guard 
spokesman Axnado Saxna- 
nante said. 


A spokesman for the ship's 
owneis, William Lines, con- 
firmed Mr. Boludo had been 
found but had no further 
information. 

Mr. Boludo is the most 
senior officer of the inter- 


Wenceslau Lampong is 
among more than 100 people 
still missing after the acci- 
dent. More than 450 were 
recovered alive. 

Divers scouring the wreck 
of the 2,452-tonne Cebu City 
Sunday recovered three more 
bodies from the hull. 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan’s 
main opposition party has 
been given a chance to prove 
it can run the government 
and perhaps break the 45- 
year rule of the Kuomintang 
(KMT) Party after winning a 
key election over the 
weekend. 

Voters in the capital Taipei 
appeared more concerned 
about traffic congestion and 
poor municipal services than 
the loftier issues of democra- 
cy and nationalism when they 
elected a candidate of the 
Democratic Progressive Par- 
ty (DPP) as their new mayor 
Saturday. 

“The city is too inefficient 


and corrupt/’ admitted Lee 
Yu-Shiang, a member of the 
ruling Nationalist Party, who 
was not surprised his party’s 
incumbent candidate lost the 


race. 

Taipei businessman Lu 
Tse-Wei said the city’s 
budget overruns and con- 
stantly delayed mass-transit 


svs 

dei 


tern reflected what resi- 


dents consider to be a poorly 
managed municipality. 

Construction of the new 
$1.5 billion Gty Hall, which 
opened earlier this year, was 
plagued with corruption in- 
volving contractors using in- 
ferior materials. 

“I think these issues were 


more important to people 
than Taiwan nationalism 
Mr. Lu said. “The new 
mayor will have to be tested 
to see if he can do any bet- 
ter.” 

Saturday was the first time 
since 1964 that citizens of 
Taipei have had the chance to 
elect their mayor. It was also 
the first multi-party election 
for the post. 

As mayor of Taipei, DPP 
candidate Chen Shui-Bian, 
43, will be in the highest 
position ever held by an 
opposition party in Taiwan. 

He successfully promoted 
an image of himself as a 
clean-cut politician. 


by spy 
scandal 


EU leaders to meet on Eastern Europe 


CDP 


Workers reportedly killed 




at secret XJ. S .factory. 


.in** 


in 


Slovenia 


elections 


LONDON (AFP) — Work- 
ers at a secret factor^" build- 
ing advanced U.S. warplanes 
in the Nevada Desert have 
died from the toxic subst- 
ances used in their manufac- 
ture, the Observer reported 
Sunday. 


LJUBLJANA (AFP) — Vo- 
ters went to the polls in the 
first round of Slovenia's 
municipal elections Sunday 
which promised heavy losses 
for the coalition’s Christian 
Democrats (CDP) and could 
hasten their departure from 
government. 

Though legislative elec- 
tions will not take place here 
until late 1996, heavy losses 
in the municipal vote — to 
elect mayors and councillors 
for 147 local authorities — 
will be seen as an important 
pointer. 

Opinion polls indicated 
that the CDP, led by former 
Foreign Minister Lojze 
Peterle, were likely to suffer 
a backlash over Mr. Peterle's 
conciliatory stance in the 
protracted dispute with Italy 
over Slovenia's bid to join the 
European Union (EU). 

Italy has used its veto on 
several occasions to block 
associated EU membership 
for its neighbour, because 
Slovenia refuses to compen- 
sate displaced Italians for 
property lost to the Tito reg- 
ime after World War II. 

While Mr. Peterle’s 
appeasing attitude, unpopu- 
lar with press and public 
opinion, is likely to severely 
dent his party’s standing in its 
first test at local level since 
independence, in 1991, his 
senior coalition partners, the 
Liberal Democrats (LDP) 
were likely to fare well 
among the 1.5 million electo- 
rate. 

The right-wing opposition 
Social Democratic Party 
(SDP), led by the former 
Defence Minister Janez J an- 
sa, which ran candidates in 
nearly all the municipalities, 
also expected gains. Mr. Jan- 
sa, a former hero of the fight 
for Slovene indepndence, 
seemed set to capitalise on 
his popularity 


The paper, quoting rela- 
tives, said six people had 
been killed in recent years by 
the effects of paints, solvents 
and fuels which were so sec- 
ret they had to be disposed of 
on site. 

The base, dubbed Area 51, 
Groom Lake, or .Dreamland 
by the workers and test 
pilots, was currently develop- 
ing an aircraft codenamed 
Aurora caoable of flying at 
5,000 miles (8, 00- bn) an boor, 
the Observer said. 


It said a U.S. lawyer, 
Jonathan Turkey, would be- 
gin legal action against the 
U.S. government Monday to 
admit the Groom Lake facil- 
ity existed, so as to bring it 
within the jurisdiction of the 
law. 

“Workers at Dreamland 


‘are s u t te r i ng terrible, some- 
times; lethal disease as no- 
xious clouds bulge and swirl 
across the terrain" from the 
burning of the secret subst- 
ances in open trendies, die 
Observer said. 

It quoted Helen Frost, 
whose husband Robert died 
in 1969, as saying, “he came 
home from work saying ‘my 
eyes are on fire, my face is 
one fire.’” 

“He lost weight rapidly 
(...) his face peeled, his skin 
• began to crack and bleed,” 
Mrs. Frost said. When he 
finally died he was almost 
blind. 

Mrs. Frost said the base 
workers “can’t talk to the 
doctor about their work, be- 
cause it doesn't exist, and it 
was made dear that if they 
did, they’d go to jail.” 

lire Observer said that for 
40 years Area 51 had been 
“the keeper of America's 
darkest military secrets,” de- 
veloping the U-2 and SR-71 
Blackbird spy planes and the 
Stealth fighter before the Au- 
rora. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
lurid sex-and-spy scandal in 
India’s main space agency has 
sparked fears that closely- 
guarded space and military 
secrets have now travelled 
beyond the country’s shores. 

Security has been tight- 
ened at strategic centres since 
Oct. 21, when detectives 
arrested two women from the 
Maldives on charges of using 
sex and money to obtain sec- 
rets from the Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
(ISRO) and selling them for 
the past two years to un- 
named overseas buyers. 
There were other arrests 
within the agency as well. 

“It was a classic Mata Hari 
operation/’ an official said, 
referring to Jfys .legendary 
woman' who spied for Ger- 
mady ‘during World War I. 

“We cannot assess the ex- 
tent of the damage right 
away, but we know for sure 
that others are privy to some 
of our spue and military 
secrets,” said a senior gov- 
ernment official. 

But ISRO Chairman 
Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan 
said the leaked secrets posed 
no threat to the organisation. 

“These are pin-pricks for 
us. I am sure the boys will 
recover quickly. But I cannot 


BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) leaders 
bold their end-of-year sum- 
mit tins week, grappling with 


the question of how to bring 
Eastern Europe into the fold 


Eastern Europe into the fold 
without jeopardising their 
own economic and political 
goals. 

Meeting Friday and Satur- 
day in the industrial town of 
Essen, in Germany’s Rohr 
Valley, the EU leaders will 
try to agree on a strategy for 
bringing Poland, Hungary, 
the Czech Republic, Roma- 
nia, Bulgaria and Slovakia 
into the EU. 

But, in a reflection of sharp 
internal differences over 
what the move will mean to 
the union, tire summit is set 
to avoid most of the difficult 
questions, notably when en- 
largement will take place and 
how preparing -for ft will be 
.paid for., :: - ; „ ■ 

Ensuring political and eco- 
nomic stabafty in Eastern 
Europe has become the 
obsession of Western Euro- 
pean policy makers, con- 
stantly reminded of the 
aftemafive by tire anarchy of 


Communist East. 

But while NATO’s most 
vexing question is how to 
bring in the Easterners with- 
out triggering a torrent of 
security concerns in Russia — 
underlined again last week by 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev — many of 
the ELI'S problems are inter- 
nal. 

On the question of when 
the six Easterners should 
join, for example, the EU has 
steadfastly avoided agreeing 
a date before it works out 
itself what ft wants to be- 


quantify (secrets which have 
changed hands).” Mr. Kas- 


Yeltsin orders probe into 
security squad bank raid 


changed hands)/* Mr. Kas- 
turirangan told AFP. 

He said many of the 
arrested suspects were not 
privy to secrets and added 
that no country would try to 
build complex space rockets 
or missiles based on stolen 
data. 

The ISRO successfully 
launched its most powerful 
space rocket on Oct. 15 in a 
bid to carve (Hit a niche in the 
multi-billion-dollar commer- 
cial satellite launch market. 

Its scientists have also built 
a ballistic missile and an array 
of combat rockets, despite 


NATO foreign ministers 
last week dedicated most of a 
two-day meeting on discus- 
sons about bringing the for- 
mer Warsaw Fact rivals into 

the alliance. 

On Monday, meanwhile, 
the 53-nation Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe will start a summit 
concerned noth ways to se- 
cure stability in die former 


come. 

With Russia, Sweden and 
Finland already set to join in 
January, it is quite clear to 
many in the union that the 
bloc cannot set a firm timet- 
able for growing to 21 with- 
out answering questions ab- 
out how integrated it intends 
.to be. 

...“There are going to be no 
enlargement (negotiations) 
with anybody until after the 
IGC/* said one senior EU 
diplomat, referring to the 
ELTs' in ter- Govern mental 
Conference (IGC) on its fu- 
ture, set for 1996. 

This has disappointed 
Eastern European leaders, 
who have been invited to 
hmch with their EU counter- 


They are keen for a date to 
be set before they embark on 
the ELTs pre-membership 
strategy of harmonising then- 
laws with EU ones. 

The Eastern leaders are 
likely to be equally dis- 


appointed when it comes to 
money. 

Plans for 7.07 billion Euro- 
pean Currency Unit ($8.47 
billion) to be made available 
over five years to help the 
Easterners prepare for mem- 
bership were put off last 
week after southern £U 
states essentially demanded 
more money to help develop- 
ment in North Africa and the 
Middle East. 

The southerners, led by 
Fiance and Spain, have been 
unnerved by the ELTs moves 
to incorporate first tire Nor- 
dic countries and then tire 
Eastern ones, fearing a shift 
in the balance of power. - 

Responding to this, tire 
European Commission has 
proposed a 5 j 5 billion ECU 
($6.6 billion) programme for 
the Mediterranean, a price 
far too high for the taste of 
many northern .states. 

The result is that the EU 
leaders will be presented 
simply with a proposal calling 
for a minimum level of 
already budgeted funding for 
both projects. 

The summit's other main 
item is cons deration of a 
follow up to an economic 
plan agreed last year to cre- 
ate jobs and boost Europe 
out of the recession it was in 
at the time. 

The summit is being urged 
to endorse a list of 14 top- 
priority cross-border road 
and rail projects valued at 91 
billion ECUs ($110 billion) 
and to find ways of paying for 
them. 


Kinkel threatens to resign 


attempts by Western nations, 
including the U.S., to block 


including the U.S., to block 
India's Integrated Guided 
Missile Development Prog- 


In the likely event of sup- 
port for the Christian Demo- 
crats crumbling, the results of 
Sunday's poll would not 
threaten the coalition govern- 
ment itself. 

Prime Minister Janez 
Dmovsek’s Liberal Demo- 
crats (LDP), have 30 seats 
and the smallest of the three 
coalition parties, the ex- 
Communist United League, 
with 13 seats, will have the 
support of several small par- 
ties who will assure them an 
absolute majority in the 90- 
seal parliament. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsih has 
ordered an inquiry into a 
commando raid by govern- , 
meat security agents in cen- 
tral Moscow which had 
caused “deep anxiety in pub- 
lic opinion and banking cir- 
cles,” his spokesman said. 

Spokesman Viacheslav 
Kostikov, quoted by ITAR- 
TASS news agency, said the 
president had noted die “in- 
competent absence of coor- • 
dination between the special 
services and the forces of 
order in the conduct of this 
operation.” 

Some 20 heavily-armed 
men in black military-style 
dress staked out the head- 
quarters of Mostbank, one of 
Russia's most powerful com- 
mercial banks, for some three . 
hours before pouncing late 
Friday in order to seize docu- 
ments confirming the in- 
volvement of commercial 
banks in the ruble’s plunge* 
on Oct. 11, ITAR-TASS re- 
ported earlier. 

Mr. Kostikov said Mr. 
Yeltsin had been informed of 
allegations of violations of 

rights 

d Bring would 

take the severest measures if 
they turned out to be true. 

NTV, which is funded by 
Mostbank, said several of the 
bank's drivers had been 
forced to lie face down in the 
snow for an hour. Two of " 
them had been seriously hurt 


and required hospital treat- 
ment, Russia’s only private 
television station said. 

The squad also disarmed 
security guards and encircled 
tiie building to ensure no- 
body could enter. 

ITAR-TASS quoted the 
special services, The FSK, 
successors to the Soviet 
KGB, as saying the action 
was taken “strictly in accord- 
ance with the presidential de- 
cree on reinforcing the fight 
against banditry and orga- 
nised crime/' and was given 
the go-ahead by a commis- 
sion of enquiry investigating 
allegations of foul play re- 
garding the ruble’s collapse. 

The enquiry has turned up 
“links between the board of 
Mostbank, corrupt func- 
tionaries inside state and 
munidple organs” and va- 
rious other players in the 
alleged currency speculation 
by die banks. 

Mostbank President Vladi- 
mir Gussmski condemned the 
raid as an attempt to intimi- 
date one of the country's 
leading financial groups in 
the country. 

“We consider this to be an 
attempt to blame us for 
financing the independent 
media, a grievance that we’ve 
addressed in recent times,” 
Mr. Gussinski said in a tele- 
phone interview with AFP. 

Mostbank is a financial 


WEIMAR, Germany (AFP) 
— German Foreign Minister 
Klane Kinkel threatened to 
resign Saturday if his liberal 
party rules at its congress 
next week that its members 
cannot be both parliamenta- 
rians and ministers. 

Mr. Kinkel told party 
members at the regional con- 
gress in Weimar in the east of 
tire country that a ban on 
doubling up offices would be 
impractical. 

Mr. Kinkel, whose Free 


Democrat Party is a junior 
partner in Chamrellor Helmut 
Kohl's coalition, also took a 
sideswipe at new radicals in 
the party, blaming them in 
part for the decline in the 
party’s fortunes, which hq 
said had coincided with tire 
departure of the FDFs old 
guard. 

In the past year the FDP 
has seen itself ousted from 
nine of the 16 state parlia- 
ments in the German Federa- 
tion and from the European 


Parliament, and it won only 
6.9 per cent of the votes in 
the Oct. 16 genera] election, 
down from 11 per cent four 
years ago. 

Mr. Kinkel’s arch rival for 
the FDP leadership, former 
Economy Minister Juergen 
MoeDemann, suffered a stun- 
ning reverse Saturday when 
he was trounced in a party 
contest for the leadership of 
tiie North Rhine-Westphalia 
region in the west of the 
country. 


Gurkhas could take over all U.N. peacekeeping roles 


partner 

Sevodni 


er of reformist daily 


vodnia as well .as NTV. 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tions, currently dogged by 
confused command struc- 
tures and a lack of flexibility, 
could take on a whole new 
look if an unofficial proposal 
to use Gurkhas is approved, 
defence experts say. 

The proposal, which has 
found favour among some 
senior military leaders in a, 
number of countries, aims to 
gjye the United Nations a 
military command structure it 
does not have at the moment 
so as to avoid much of the 
confusion and lack of deci- 
sion which has plagued many 
operations. 

Under the present system, 
when' the U.N. Security 
Council passes a resolution 
member countries pledge 
troops on an ad hoc baas 
with usually one country 
appointed to overall com- 
mand, such as the United 
States in the Gulf War. 

But defence experts say 
this lack of command struc- 
ture can create. confusion on 
the ground, delays in de- 
ploying troops and makes 
decision-ma king difficult with, 
so many different national.' 
military headquarters in- 
volved. 

Establishing a angle unit 


would cut through many of 
tire problems, they believe, 
and the British Army’s Bri- 
gade of Gurkhas, with their 
hallmark toughness and high 
standards of discipline could 
be the ideal choice. 

The Gurkhas also have the 
experience, having- already 
been deployed in places like 
the Gulf, Cyprus, Rwanda 
and Bosnia, explained 
Brigadier-General Mervin 
Lee, the officer in charge of 
the Brigade of Gurkhas, 
based in Hong Kong bnt 
undergoing a phased with- 
drawal to Britain. 

Brig. Lee stressed that the 
proposal was still very much 
just an idea. 

“Gurkhas are very good 
natured and tolerant... 
(which would make them) 
toe ideal type for coining 
between two warring fac- 
tions, by setting a good exam- 
ple of tough soldiers who will 
act only when necessary,” be 
said. 

Their reputation as some 
of toe finest soldiers in the 
world, carved out of nearly 
200 years service with tiie 
British army, would also 
ma k^ eje ar to the sg^^^on^ 


If the proposal were to go 
ahead, the brigade would 
need to expand to around 
15,000 men, requiring addi- 
tional recr uit ment from Nep- 
al, which has said that m f 
principle it has no objection 
to the idea. 


The brigade would be 
“funded by toe U.N. and be 
on call to the U.N., but based 
and trained in the U.K.," the 
brigadier said. 

“I cannot envisage, given 
toe right equipment and 
training, any job wbicb 
couldn’t be undertaken by 
the Gurkhas.” 


hance others. Providing these 
units for the UnitedNations 
alongside the Gurkhas could 
change that. Brig. Lee ex- 
plained. “If you can enhance 
without cutting someone 
else... surely thus is to our 
benefit.” 

The brigade is currently 
oemgeut back in size ot 2,500 
men from about 6,500, partly 
because of cutbacks in dl 
fence by Britain but 
rause their base of more than 


. ihvic man 

40 years, Hong Kong, is due 
to revert to China m 1997 


1997. 


If the unit needed other 
facilities, like heavy armour, 
this could come from other 
British units who often will 
have worked and trained with 
the Gurkhas as part of their 
regular duties, be said. 

“Britain is good at provid- 
ing military forces,” particu- 
larly highly professional, 
s mall combined arms task 
forces, he said, “so why don’t 
we market our ability?” 


Bnt the brigadier admitted 
there could . be problems as 
other countries might not like 
the idea. 


. As troops on U.N. mis- 
sions are paid for by the 
world body “many countries 
get hard currency from 
seconding troops to the 
U.N./' he said, and in 'the 
case of poorer countries they 

might well not want to lose an 

important source of revenue. 


tro*i 


It would also be cheaper 
for tire United Nations by 
providing a “package deal.” 
At tire moment because of 
ffrianrial constraints the army 
has had to cut units to cn- 


Other countries might also 
feel that their troops could 

“J? experience 

provided by a peacekeeping 
nnsnon. Brig. Lee added. * 
_ m Principle it’s a 
8 00 * “ practice there 

are difficulties/' he said. 


Heidi Fleiss 
in shock after 
convictions 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Heidi Fleiss, the so-called 
Hollywood madam, was fac- 
ing a minimum of three years 
in jail Saturday after being 
found guilty of providing 
prostitutes to under cov er 


police officers p osing as 
Japanese businessmen. But 


Japanese businessmen. But 
Ms. Fleiss, whose poteatijE 
“black book” revelations. qjj| 
rich and famous clients aontig 
wave of near-panic through 
Hollywood studio executive 
suites,' was found not guilty of 
supplying cocaine to the de- 
tectives. In a telephone inter- 
view with the Los Angeles 
Times from her father’s home 
shortly after the verdicts, Ms. 
Fleiss said, “I'm still in 
shock. My heart has never 
beaten so fast. “I heard them 
say guilty on the first count, 
mid then I just couldn’t bear 
anymore. I just went blank.” 
As the verdicts were read out 
by tire jury forewoman Fri- 
day, Ms. Fleiss was visibly 
upset, laying her head on tiie 
defence table and slamming 
her hands down on the table. 
“My father was crying,” she 
told the Tunes. “He said, ‘be 
strong and think of some- 
thing positive/ but I can't 
even think.” Ms. Fkriss’s list 
of clients remained secret, 
but tinseltown's dirty linen 
could still be washed in public 
when she faces federal 
charges of laundering the 
proceeds of her allegedly 
lucrative call-girl ring in a 
number of secret bank 
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accounts. After returning the 
three guilty verdicts and one 


W r '- 
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not guilty decision Friday, 
toe jury of seven men and 
five women told Judge Judith 
Champagne they could not 
agree on the remaining two 
charges of pandering, and the 
judge dismissed toe panel. 
Deputy District Attorney 
Alan Carter, who prosecuted 
Ms. Fleiss, told reporters that 
under California law Ms. 
Fleiss would have to go to jail 
for a minimum of three years 
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Save water 
shower with 
a friend 


SYDNEY (AP) — Once just ’ 
a mildly risque bumper- 
sticker slogan, now it is offi- 
cial government policy: 
“Save water. Shower with a 
friend.” The Sydney Water . 
Utility is launching the cam- 
paign to help combat the 
record low levels of local 
reservoirs after months of 
drought characterised as the 
worst of the century. “We 
must save water, and showed -- 
ing with a friend is one way to . - 
do it," said Robert Webster, 
the official in charge of water 
policy. Other conservation 
efforts, such as banning day- 
time lawn watering, have cut 
water consumption 15 per 
cent in recent months. Ire 
said. But the levels of 
are still falling, Mr. Webster 
said, urging Sydneysiders to 
double up under the shower 
head.* 
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Peru town flees 
rat invasion 
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LIMA (AFP) — An invasion 
of hungry rats has stripped 
the town of Quinocay in tire 
hills outside Lima of all its 
food and sent townspeople 
fleeing,' town authorities said. 
Antonio Valeriano, the 
town’s mayor, asked the 
Peruvian federal' govern- 
ment to declare a state of 
emergency because of the 
food shortage. “Quinocay is 
currently populated only by 
old people, women and ctiil- 
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dren struggling for survival 
since all the men of workiQs 


age are in neighbouring areas 
or in Lima." he said. 


Victim finds If 
you want help, 
don’t ask a 
policeman 


LAGOS (AFP) — Lagos 
sident Lucas Agom is look 
for a change in his luck a: 
an armed gang burst into 
home looking for ca 
Although he persuaded 
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decided to spend the nigl 
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drink all his beer. The to! 

H-O * y frog-man 

the hapless Agom to his \ 
and forced him to empn 
account of 120,000 nafe 
around $5,500. When 
went to report the aitac 
*he police Thursday he re 
nsed the chief inspeao 
the gang leader, took fri 
and ran out of the build 
only to be knocked down 
t™ck as he crossed the sn 
J 0 " 1 has since recovi 

some of his injuries 

opted f°r the quiet life t 
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Russian paratroopers train in a field camp in Beslan in 
Northern Ossetia. This airborne unit was flown in several 
days ago and deployed some 50 kilometres from the border 


'with the breakaway Chechen Republic. The Russians have 
concentrated “three large groups” in the region for 
intervention if political talks Call (AFP photo) 


Khasbulatov quits Chechenya as Russia troops gather 


GROTTY, Russia (R) — A 
key Chechen opposition fi- 
gure, former Russian parlia- 
ment Chairman Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov, abruptly left the 
breakaway Russian region 
Sunday as Moscow’s troops 
nassed threateningly on its 
borders. 

“He has left the Chechen 
Republic," his brother Yam- 
likhan Khasbulatov told re- 

E oilers in die Khasbulatov 
ome and political base at 
Tolstoi-Yurt, adding that 
Ruslan had returned to Mos- 
cow. 

A statement by Ruslan 
Khasbulatov, obtained by 
Reuters Sunday, said he was 
leaving because the appear- 
ance of Russian troops at the 
frontier had made a nonsense 
of what he styles his 
peacekeeping activities. 

“Russia is bringing in 
troops. As you know I was 
always against this develop- 
ment in events," Mr. Khas- 
bulatov’s Saturday statement 
said. “I think we can settle 
the conflict ourselves." 

“My role has been made 
superfluous, the role of an 


observer of events which I 
can ho longer influence... 
and so the four-month activi- 
ties of the peacekeeping 
group has been brought to 
nothing.” 

“In these conditions I must 
take a very difficult but in my 
view the only right decision 
— to break off my activity 
and return to Moscow." 

Mr. Khasbulatov, briefly 
imprisoned in Moscow last 
year after defeat in a political 
struggle with President Boris 
Yeltsin, moved back to his 
ethnic homeland this s umm er 
to mediate between its 
nationalist government and 
Moscow-backed opposition. 

But he quickly threw his lot 
in with the opposition, de- 
nouncing the separatist gov- 
ernment of Chechen Prea- 
dent Dzhokhar Dudayev as a 
“dictatorial regime.” Mr. 
Dudayev unilaterally de- 
clared Chechenya indepen- 
dent of Russia in 1991. 

Events in Chechenya have 
taken a turn for the worse in 
recent weeks, with fighting 
intensifying around the 
mountain region. Russia 


threatened Tuesday to damp 
down hard if Mir. Dudayev’s 
men and their opponents did 
not lay down their arms by 
Thursday. 

Although Russia has 
admitted to no military action 
since then, the opposition 
says unidentified planes 
which bombed the capital 
Grozny Thursday night were 
Russian and large numbers of 
Moscow troops are being 
moved up to the Chechen 
frontier. 

Nineteen Russian soldiers 
are being held by the 
Chechen government after 
being captured fighting with 
the opposition. Moscow says 
they are ‘Volunteers," but 
two prisoners freed Saturday 
said they had been seconded 
to Chechenya by Russian 
counterintelligence. 

Moscow recognises the 
opposition Provisional Coun- 
cil of Mr. Khasbulatov’s ally 
Umar Avturkhanov as the 
official government of 
Chechenya. 

But rifts in the shaky 
opposition ranks, as Mr. 
Avturkhanov and Mr. Khas- 


bulatov argued over tactics, 
have more than once given 
Mr. Dudayev a breathing 
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ial palace in Grozny (AFP 


Opposition forces inexplic- 
ably pulled back from an 
attack on the Chechen capital 
Grozny in October. In 
November, they attacked but 
failed to seize the capital. 

“This shook people's trust 
and gave birth to disappoint- 
ment and a lack of trust in a 
favourable outcome,” Mr. 
Khasbulatov's statement 
said. “Now (control) of the 
Chechen crisis has passed 
from our hands into the 
hands of certain people in 
Russia." 

Reuters Television jour- 
nalist Taras Protsyuk filmed 
Russian troops advancing 
from Cbennen Base in a re- 
gion of south Russia border- 
ing Chechenya. On Saturday, 
erne unit moved 60 kilometres 
to encamp just 30 kilometres 
from the border. 

On Sunday, he said three 
more columns advanced from 
Cbennen in North Ossetia 
region, equipped with heavy 
mortars, armoured personnel 
carriers and trucks full of 
ammunition. 

To reach Chechenya, Rus- 
sian troops would have "to 
pass through tiny Ingushetia 
'region, whose pebple are 
ethnic kin of the Chechens 
and fiercely opposed to Mr. 
Yeltsin. Ingush President 
Ruslan Ausfaev said Ingushis 
would not let them through- 

“We will not let (Russian) 
troops, tanks and ammuni- 
tion pass through our terri- 
tory," he told Renters Televi- 
sion in a Sunday interview in 
his regional capital, Nazran. 

Mr. Avturkhanov said 
Russian troops would enter 
Chechenya on Dec. 15 and 
tried to convince opposition 
supporters that Moscow was 
acting in their best interest. 

“Alone, we cannot get rid 
of Dudayev,” be said. “Rus- 
sia is aware that we can’t do 
anything without the assist- 
ance of a third party and is 
therefore coming to help us.” 


Leaders gather for European security summit 


BUDAPEST (R) — Faced 
with chaos in Bosnia, leaders 
from across Europe gather 
Sunday for a security summit 
aimed at preventing more 
Yugoslav-style conflicts on a 
divided and increasingly trou- 
bled continent. 

U.S., President Bill Clin- 
ton, Russian President Boris 
Yeltsis- and some 50 Euro- 
pean '-Raders are supposed to 
draw up a blueprint for secur- 
ity at the meeting which starts 
NVjnday. 

But divisions over how to 
end the bloodshed in Bosnia 
and Russia’s problems in 
dealing with the conflicts of 
the post-cold war world 
threaten to disrnpt the two- 
day summit of the Confer- 
ence on Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe (CSCE). 

Mr. Yeltsin, uneasy about 
NATO’s plans to take in 
some Eastern European 
states and worried that Rus- 
sia could be isolated, was due 
to arrive later Sunday with 
most other European lead- 
ers. 

Mr. Clinton will fly in 
Monday and stay just a few 
hours. 

The summit will adopt a 
weighty document called "to- 
wards a genuine partnership 
in a new era,” committing ail 
to reducing tensions and re- 
specting minorities and hu- 
man rights, while laying out 
plans for the prevention of 
crisis and future arms con- 
trol. 

"We are determined to 
give a new political impetus 
to the^SCE, thus enabling it 
to play an essential role in 
meeting the challenges of the 
21st century,” says the docu- 
ment. a draft of which was 
obtained by Reuters. 


But the ideals of providing 
equal security for all and 
preventing new aggression 
have been shattered by the 
failure to end the war in 
Bosnia and the return of con- 
flict to other areas of the 
continent, particularly the 
former Soviet Union. 

The CSCE, widely criti- 
cised as an unwieldy talking 
shop since it can take action 
only if all parties agree, may 
decide at the summit to send 
a multinational peacekeeping 
force to police a ceasefire in 
the troubled enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

In addition, Ukraine will 
formally renounce nuclear 
weapons at the conference, 
bringing a long-running dis- 
pute over the fate of the 
former Soviet atomic arsenal 
to an end and paving the way 
for delayed implementation 
of superpower arms cute. 

But it is the wrangjing over 
Bosnia which is likely to 
dominate. Major in the five- 
nation “contact group” frying 
to broker peace may meet 
here after talks in Serbia. 

Bosnia and Croatia, who 
hope for a meeting with the 
contact group in Budapest, 
are angry at the United Na- 
tions and NATO for failing to 
defend the Bihac enclave 
from Serb assaults. The rump 
Yugoslav state, suspended 
from the CSCE, is not pre- 
sent. 

Russia, already uneasy 
over previous NATO air 
strikes in Bosnia, has vetoed 
a U.N. plan to make sure foel 
does not get through to the 
Bosnian Serbs and is also 
struggling with the rebellious 
region of Chechenya and 
other conflicts. 

Knowing it has little 


chance of joining NATO and 
fearing isolation, Russia has 
proposed beefing up the 
CSCE and turning it into the 
dominant European security 
organisation — thus giving 
Moscow a major say in all 
decisions. 

But Western allies, 
althoiugh anxious to reassure 
Russia as they prepare to 
take Eastern European na- 
tions into NATO, have 
blocked those proposals and 
the summit is likely to 
approve only, a modest 
strengthening of the CSCE’s 
role. 

Moscow also wants the 
summit to give it a mandate 
for peacekeeping in areas 
such as Georgia and Tajikis- 
tan but does not want the 
meeting to discuss the grow- 
ing crisis in Chechenya, 
which is considers an internal 
affair. 

Other countries are insist- 
ing that Russia accepts inter- 
national monitoring and 
checks on peacekeeping mis- 
sions. 

“It is not in the West's 
interest to leave Russia to 
itself when it comes to con- 
flicts in the former Soviet 
Union," said German Fore- 
ign Minister Klaus Kinkel last 
week. 

Russia could block the 
proposal to send a 3,000- 
strong multinational 
peacekeeping force to 
Nagorno-Karabakh , because 
it is wary of other countries' 
involvement and CSCE 
monitoring. 

If the force is appiu»>.J, ii 
would mark the first CSCE 
military operation and boost 
its flagging credibility. 

Born out of a 1975 Helsinki 
conference, the CSCE is 


largely a forum for discussion 
on human rights and the pro- 
tection of minorities and bor- 
ders. It has also sent small 
missions to help relieve ten- 
sion in some regions. 

CSCE officials complain 
that its conflict prevention 
role is not appreciated and 
that its value lies in linking 
every European state with 
the United States and Cana- 
da — unlike the more exclu- 
sive Western clubs of NATO 
and the European Union. 

Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma is scheduled 
to sign the nuclear Non j 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
during the summit in 
Budapest in return for what 
diplomats say are strictly li- 
mited assurances to protect 
Ukraine from aggression. 

Russia, the United States, 
France and Britain — four of 
the world’s five declared nuc- 
lear powers — are expected 
to give the assurances in a 
security memorandum for 
Ukraine. 

When the Soviet Union 
collapsed in 1991 four repub- 
lics inherited its nuclear 
arsenal on their territories. 

Ukraine has accepted in 
principle it should become a 
non-nuclear state but has 
held out for security and eco- 
nomic guarantees, delaying 
implementation of major 
arms cuts agreed by Washing- 
ton and Moscow before the 
Soviet collapse. 

Monday’s signing cere- 
monies on the fringe of the 
CSCE effectively clear up 
nuclear problems surround- 
ing the successor states ro 
Soviet Union and allow the 
START-1 treaty to be im- 
plemented three years after it 
was agreed. 


Britain, France launch last 
ditch Bosnia peace drive 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Britain and France launched 
a last-ditch diplomatic drive 
to end the war in Bosnia 
Sunday but neither the Serbs 
nor the Muslim-led Bosnian 
government seemed willing 
to compromise. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd and French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
were due to meet Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
in Belgrade in the hope that 
he can exert more pressure 
on Serbs in Bosnia to accept 
peace. 

Mr. Milosevic's influence 
over the Bosnian Serbs has 
diminished since he cut milit- 
ary and political ties with his 
former proteges last August 
in exchange for an easing of 
international sanctions 
against Belgrade. 

Mr. Hurt has issued a 
warning that the United Na- 
tions peacekeeping force 
could be pulled out of Bosnia 
within weeks if there is no 
settlement. 

“We have some weeks. I 
hope, unless something dis- 
astrous further occurs on the 
ground, and we have to use 
them," Mr. Hurd said on 
BBC Television Saturday 
night. 

In order to get the Serbs 
back to the negotiating table, 
the international contact 
group on Bosnia — the Un- 
ited States, Russia, Britain, 
Germany and France — has 
let it be known that it is 
prepared to modify the cur- 
rent peace plan. 

There are signs the contact 
group will sweeten the rough- 
equal territorial split prop- 
for the Bosnian Serbs 



and Bosnia's Muslim-Croat 
federation with a suggestion 
that Serbs in Bosnia might 
form a confederal link with 
Serbia proper. 

But a senior Serb official 
made dear that his side was 
still primarily interested in 
obtaining a more favourable 
territorial division of Bosnia. 

“Maps are perhaps the 
most important issue and that 
is being ignored at the mo- 
ment,’’ said Momcilo Krajis- 
nik, the hardline speaker of 
the Bosnian Serb Assembly. 

Under the contact group 
peace plan, the Serbs would 
have to roll back from the 70 
per cent of Bosnia they con- 
trol after 32 months of fight- 
ing to a position where they 
bold 49 per cent. The Mus- 
lim-Croat federation would 
get the rest. 

The idea of allowing Serbs 
in Bosnia to form a confed- 
eration with Serbia went 
down badly with the Muslim- 
led government in Sarajevo. 

Bosnian Vice-President 
Ejup Ganic said on Sky Tele- 
vision that his government 
had accepted the peace plan 
as tabled, while the Serbs led 
by Radovan Karadzic had re- 
jected it. 

“The peace plan is on the 
-table. We accept it. Karad- 
zic’s Serbs refuse it. This mis- 
sion to Belgrade is not dear 
to os it is just buying more 
time for Karadzic's Serbs. 

“We have! never objected 
to links for Serbs and Serbia 
but these links should not 
question our sovereignty and 
the integrity of our country... 
I'm afraid that we as the 
legal government have no au- 


thority to participate in 
that.” 

Mr, Ganic appeared ready 
to accept the withdrawal of 
the U.N. Protection Force, 
saying it could no longer do 
its job because it had effec- 
tively fallen hostage to the' 
Serbs. 

Bosnian Serbs have failed 
to honour a pledge to release 
hundreds of peacekeepers 
being held a$ “human 
shields” against NATO air 
strikes and have, renewed. *a , 
threat to shoot down NATO 
aircraft over Bosnia. 

Both Bosnian factions are 
in reality wary of what might 
happen if the peacekeepers 
withdraw. The Muslims fear 
an unchecked Serb army and 
the Serbs are concerned ab- 
out an unhindered flow of 
arms to the Muslims. 

While Mr. Hurd’s threat to 
pull out the peacekeepers is 
the most explicit for some 
time, any such operation is 
fraught with danger and 
would probably require the 
intervention - of a large 
NATO force to shield the 
withdrawal. 

United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali has 
disclosed that contingency 
planning with NATO for a 
possible pull-out of the U.N 
force from Bosnia is well 
under way. 

Dr. Ghali said he had been 
told by Russia, Britain, 
France, Spain and Canada 
that they would withdraw 
their U.N. troops if the 
Security Council voted to lift 
an international arms embar- 
go in favour of the Muslim- 
run Bosnian government. 

It had been agreed at a 


meeting in Geneva last June 
with his military commanders 
in the region to prepare for 
such an eventuality. “ I'can 
tell you that the project is 
quite advaaaod and has been 
agreed with NATO,” be 
•added. 

Observers in Bosnia gener- 
ally agree that a withdrawal 
of the U.N. Protection Force 
would be a militarily humi- 
liating exercise that would in 
addition spell the end of the 
international humanitarian 
effort. 

Meanwhile, the former 
Turkish army chief of staff 
said Turkey sent arms to the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment in violation of an inter- 
national embargo. 

However, “90 per cent’' of 
the arms were .seized by 
Croatia and never reached 
Bosnia, Gen. Dogan Gores told 
the Istanbul newspaper Hur- 
riyet in an interview pub- 
lished Sunday. 

Gen. Gores did not give 
any other details and it was 
not clear if the shipments 
continued. Gen. Gures re- 
tired from the Turkish milit- 
ary's top post in August. 

It’s long been rumoured 
that Turkey was arming Bos- 
nia's outgunned government. 
Turkey has historical ties 
with Bosnian Muslims who 
coverted . to Islam under Otto- 
man rule in the Balkans. 

Gen. Gures was also 
quoted as saying he believed 
a Turkish ship was ordered to 
stop monitoring the interna- 
tional arms embargo in the 
Adriatic Sea following a simi- 
lar decision by the United 
States last month. 
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Berlusconi 
questioning 
faces 
further 
delay 

ROME L ‘(R) *— Several* 
thousand” demon's! raters 7 
joined rallies in support .of 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni Sunday while Milan 
magistrates who want to 
question him for alleged cor- 
ruption learned they must 
wait at least another week. 

Mr. Berlusconi's spokes- 
man Jas Gawronski con- 
firmed that the prime minis- 
ter planned to meet prosecu- 
tors from Milan's elite “mani 
pulite" (clean hands) anti- 
graft team but said Mr. Ber- 
lusconi would not be avail- 
able until Dec. 13. 

Centre-left opposition 
candidates were expected to 
prosper in mayoral elections 
Sunday in 49 towns through- 
out the country after a first 
round of voting two weeks 
ago in which Mr. Berlusooni's 
Forza Italia party took a 
drubbing. 

Mr. Berlusconi's political 
fate appeared in the balance 
two days after that electoral 
defeat when Milan magis- 
trates warned him he was 
under investigation for 
alleged corruption. 

But he has won some brea- 
thing space, uniting his frac- 
tious coalition and striking a 
crucial deal with trade un- 
ions on contentious pensions 
reforms. 

Several commentators 
have said his future is secure 
until after parliament has 
passed an austerity budget 
for next year, a step which it 
must by law complete by 
Dec. 31. 

Mr. Gawronski said there 
was no space in Mr. Berlus- 
coni’s schedule to meet 
magistrates in the coming 
week. 

"The prime minister has 
repeated he is ready to speak 
•to magistrates when he has 
completed forthcoming fore- 
ign trips and has said he is 
available on Dec. 13, 14. 15 
or 19," Mr. Gawronski told 
reporters. 

Mr. Berlusconi was formal- 
ly advised by Milan magis- 
trates on Nov. 22 that he was 
under investigation over 
alleged bribes paid by com- 
panies in his Fininvest busi- 
ness empire to tax police. He 
has denied wrongdoing and 
said he will not resign. 

Mr. Gawronski Friday de- 
nied Mr. Berlusconi was 
playing for time and indi- 
cated he may be questioned 
in the middle of the coming 
week, bur the spokesman 
said that would not now 
prove possible. 

Mr. Berlusconi flies to 
Budapest later Sunday to 
attend the CSCE summit on 
Dec. 5-6. 

He may stop off in Zagreb 
before returning to Rome 
briefly for a cabinet meeting 
on Dec. 7. 


Rebels in Luanda to discuss accord 


LUANDA (R) — Nego- 
tiators from file Angolan re- 
bel movement UNITA ar- 
rived in the capital Luanda 
Sunday to discuss im- 
plementing the latest peace 
agreement, state radio said. 

The radio said the three- 
member UNITA team. 


members as Brigadier Chass- 
nha and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Castilho. 

They are due to take part 
in a meeting of a new Joint 
Political and Military Com- 
mission, set up by the govern- 
ment and UNITA to oversee 
implementation of the peace 


headed by former UNITA pact signed in the Zambian 
representative in ^Loftd *- tap i feMiosaka ' o If NOV. v 

Isias Samakhuva^ arrived 
Luanda on a U.NV Si " 


„. c Mr..,Sapiakliuva> told- the 
'mil surely ■ be the greatest 


v. 'radio: “Our. presence here c 
ft identified the otfier^ ' '~‘ 


signal we can give of our 
commitment to the peace 
process.” 

The delegation was origi- 
nally expected in Luanda at 
the start of last week. 

situation around the 
uuntry is still a bit tense * 
despite the accords already 
signed and we can’t bring 
’ together 18 F t WT\riSn be rs prj f| 
•-the - delegation... that 'is the 
? ony reason _for our delay,!’ j 
said Mr. Samakhuva. \ 


Manhun t starts after 3 slain in Sweden 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Three 
people were killed and up to 
20 injured in a gun attack on 
one of Stockholm's most 
fashionable nightclubs Sun- 
day, police said. 

Three men who sprayed 
the upmarket club with auto- 
matic gunfire shortly after 
5.00 a.m. (0400 GMT) had 
probably been refused entr- 
ance earlier, they added. 

“We think that there were 
three attackers who had been 
turned away from the door 
earlier in the night and came 
back later,” Tommy Kar- 
Iholm of the Stockholm 
Police told Reuters. 

Witnesses from the Sture 
Compagniet Club said they 
could identify one of the 
attackers and armed police 
went to an address in the 
city's southern suburbs dur- 
ing the morning. 
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“We have got details iden- 
tifying one person... We don't 
know for sure if this man 
really is one of the attack- 
ers," a Stockholm Police 
ikesmaan tol d the Swedish 
lews Agency (TT). 

Guests and doormen de- 
scribed how they had seen 
one man shooting around a 
grand flight of steps at the 
diib entrance. 

Billy Linder, aged 30, said 
be was standing outside “the 
Sture,” and chatting to a 
friend at around five o'clock. 

"The guy shot straight into 
the lobby. He was just 
spraying bullets and not 
saying anything. It lasted for 
maybe- 45 seconds. He was 
blonde and had short hair.” 
Police said two men were 
killed at the nightclub and 
restaurant complex, popular 
^among the young, fashion- 


able set, in Stockholm’s weal- 
thy Os term aim area. 

A third victim, a young 
woman shot in the head, was 
dead on arrival at hospital. 

Ambulances, passers by 
and taxis that rushed to the 
scene described the doorway 
and steps of the club as lit- 
tered with injured and shock- 
people. - 

Eyewitness Kurt, 23, said: 
“I saw- the man turn up. He 
was holding the automatic 
weapon at his hip and shot 
wildly in among people." 

Eli, 29, a former Israeli 
soldier on holiday in Sweden, 
said he was standing about 
two metres from the gunman. 

“I ran as soon as I heard 
shots. I recognised the sound 
because I. have experience of 
it, but most people stood still 
without taking cover when he 
fired a second salvo." 
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Future is at hand 

JAFFE CENTRE for Strategic Studies in 
Tel Aviv has come out in favour of 
negotiating the future of Jerusalem now 
instead of delaying the determination of 
its final status till the last stage in the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. This is not 
surprising since the Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs is also suggesting 
accelerating the pace of the negotiations 
with the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) over the future status of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip instead of keeping 
them in a state of limbo till the third year 
of peace parleys. The once valid rationale 
behind putting off the determination of 
the final status of these areas has all but 
disappeared in the wake of the realisation 
that negotiations over the intermediate 
issues can no longer make sense in 
isolation from the awareness of their final 
outcome. We think that this trend to 
move up the consideration of the future 
status of both Jerusalem and the other 
occupied Palestinian territories on the 
Israeli-Palestinian agenda makes sense. j 
What does not make sense at all, though, 
is the proposition advanced also by the 
Jaffe t hink tank that calls for the annexa- 
tion of_.no less than 10 per. .cent '.of the 
West Bank as part of the final settlement^ 
Obsession with security considerations 
appears to be behind this reasoning for 
the retention of a significant chinSc of 
Palestinian lands. Israel, it seems, still 
contemplates the deployment of a “rapid ! 
intervention force” on Palestinian lands 
to check any “invasion from the east,” 
presumably across the Jordan River. 
This Israeli anxiety may have made some 
sense before the conclusion of the peace 
treaty with Jordan, but not now. It 
follows that the absence of a real military 
threat from this side should deprive 
Israel of any legitimate pretext to hold on 
to Palestinian lands in the West B ank for 
security reasons. Border rectification 
that goes both ways is something, but 
annexation of Arab territories is some- 
thing that cannot be condoned or de- 
fended. With the removal of any designs 
on Arab lands from the Israeli agenda, it 
should become conceivable for both sides 
to start discussions on the future of Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank, including of 
course East Jerusalem, as quickly as 
possible. There is nothing more pragma- 
tic than dealing bead-on with the core 
issues in the light of their final shape and 
form. 



A WRITER in Ai Ra’i daily Sunday described cutting 
telephone services, by the Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TCC), to homes of 18,000 subscribers in the Amman 
region Saturday as a crime. The suspension of the very 
essential service came at a time when the country was 
facing a cold front and very severe weather conditions and 
when people were in most need of telephone to call in 
emergencies or to order fuel and other purposes, said Jihad 
Momani. By suspending telephone services to homes, the 
TCC has deprived people in distress of calling in the Civil 
Defence to save people cut off by floods or facing danger at 
home and forced hundreds of citizens to go out in the cold 
and queue for hours to pay their bills, said the writer. 
Indeed, some of the roads in the western districts of 
Amman were blocked, making it impossible for subscribers 
living there from reaching the TCC centres under the 
difficult weather conditions, he added. The writer said that 
the TCC did not give subscribers sufficient time to go to the 
bank and obtain die required sums for the bills or to submit 
a request to the TCC to reexamine the bills, many of which 
contained incorrect figures. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Dustonr attacked Russia for what he 
called its open war on the Muslim nations. Saleh Qallab 
said that the Russians are attacking the Muslim Chechens 
close to their border and helping the Serbs to attack the 
Muslim Bosnians. While Moscow's war on the Chechens is 
considered pan of the tendency to revive the Russian 
empire, the hostile attitude against the Bosnians is moti- 
vated by ethnic and religious considerations, said the 
writer. It was thought that with the downfall of the Soviet 
Union and communism, democracy and respect of other 
nations" independence would bo ensured, but it turned out 
that the Russians are now trying to revive their old empire 
and regain their past glory at the expense of other nations, 
said the writer. 


Freedom of the press is a 
measure of democracy 


IN PRACTICALLY all democratic nations of the world, 
chief editors and reporters of newspapers and other 
publications are deemed “holy cows” that cannot be 
touched, ticked around or arrested on flimsy accusations 
or suspicions. This is the sacred law of the democratic dub 
of which we are proud members. 

The norm in the democratic world is to confine the 
“prosecution” of the members of the press to the absolute 
minimum situations when criminal intent is dear and loud 
and national security is in fact threatened. The rule of the 
thumb in this context is to show that the responsible editor 
or reporter has not only published wrong information but 
has knowingly done so in fact or in law. Otherwise, the 
standard on which other free and democratic countries 
operate calls for instituting civil cases against any member 
of tire press for publishing false information that cause 
measurable damage to the complainant. 

We in Jordan still go around jumping the gun by taking 
criminal action against members of the press even when 
national security is not at stake. A case in point was the 
arrest of the chief editor of AI Rasif tabloid for publishing 
false information about the professional conduct of a 
certain physician by alleging, falsely as it turned out to be, 
that the operation he bad conducted on a patient led to his 
paralysis. Allegations about professional negligence are 
widespread in many parts of the world but there is no 
precedent that I know of that led to criminal prosecution of 
the reporter or the editor of the publication that reported 
the news. This is where we seem to be on a different 
wavelength from other nations of the world and this is 
where we have to correct our ways and make them 
harmonious with the relevant international standard. 

There is a dear human rights issue here because freedom 
of the press is one of the most cherished element of human 
rights and among the most enshrined. There is obviously a 
strong case for nurturing responsible and accurate journal- 
ism, but there are ways other than precipitous criminal 
prosecution against members of the press that knowingly or 
unknowingly published a false piece of information. If ’the 
subject matter is of no concern to state security and does 
not appear to jeopardise public order, then it would be 
better to leave the adjudication of all disputes arising 
therefrom to civil courts. If there is a report about a certain 
malpractice, there is every reason to encourage public 


knowledge about it, provided the reporting is done fairly 
»nH squarely by giving each party its due and letting the 
reader decide. 

We in Jordan have suffered a great deal frotn lack of 
dissemination of info rmation about professional malprac- 
tices in various fields. Many professional ill-doings go on 
unreported and at the other end our people suffer and end 
up paying the price. 

The level of professionalism cannot be expected to 
improve unless every case of malpractice reaches the public 
in a professional way. Our doctors, engineers and other 
professionals are certainly not infallible. Yet we hardly 
hear or leam about the untold sufferings or even deaths 
that result from such malpractices. 

As far as I can tell, unlike more advanced nations, we 
grill do not have the culture to expose threats to life and 
limb. That is why so many tragedies in medicine or 
otherwise go on undetected and are swept under the 
carpet. The biggest causal ty in this case could be the quality 
of professional services in addition to the cost to Jordanians 
in terms of their lives and well-being. 

In retrospect, our authorities should refrain from imped- 
ing the free and responsible flow of information about local 
issues by lodging criminal proceedings against journalists 
when the cumulative effect of such actions could inhibit 
public knowledge about matters that touch them most 
directly. When, for example, a certain researcher at the 
University of Jordan discovers during her research that 
there is simply too much DDT found in Jordanian mothers' 
milk, criminal prosecution should be directed against those 
responsible for this dismal state of affairs and not those 
who expose the danger. Similarly, when there are persis- 
tent medical reports mat cancer cases in the country are on 
the rise, the public prosecutor should think in terms of 
bringing those responsible to justice instead of seeking the 
“informers" for possible criminal prosecution. And why 
not bring criminal charges for a change against fanners who 
crin use pesticides and insecticides in a criminal way on 
vegetables and fruits that end up on our dining table. This 
is not to suggest that press people are untouchable and are 
immune from all legal prosecution. Rather, it is a plea for 
an equally responsible criminal prosecution policy across 
the board. 



Unchecked aggression in 
Europe endangers the West 


By Anthony Lewis 

BOSTON — If the leaders of 
the western alliance want to 
understand the challenge the 
West faces after the cold war 
— one they show no signs of 
having understood so far — 
they should meet Dr. Esina 
Zecevic. 

Dr. Zecevic is chief 
pediatrician at Kosevo Hos- 
pital in Sarajevo. In a col- 
oumn last month I described 
how she worked under 
appalling conditions — and 
bow she was herself gravely 
wounded by a sniper’s bullet 
that pierced her lung. 

Friends got her out of 
Sarajevo and flew her to Bos- 
ton to have the bullet re- 
moved. Surgeons found it 
resting on her aorta, the great 
artery from the heart; 
another fraction of an inch 
and she would have died. 

When I saw her last week, 
she said she felt fine now. 
Would she stay here for a 
while to rest and recover 
from the tensions of life 
under Serbian attack? No, 
she said, her place was in 
Sarajevo. She began her 
journey home last week. 

To meet Dr. Zecevic is to 
understand how the Bosnian 
war menaces western values. 
Here is a 54-year-old woman, 
western in outlook, a com- 
mitted doctor, whom Serbian 
aggressors want to kill be- 
cause of her religion. 

She is a Muslim — not 
someone who wants a Mus- 
lim state, but one who pre- 
cisely cherishes Bosnia be- 
cause it has been a mixture of 
cultures and religions. Her 
family happens to be Muslim; 


for that she and others like 
her must be killed or re- 
moved so that Bosnian Serbs 
can have a pure Serbian 
state. 

That is the challenge to the 
western alliance. Forty years 
ago the countries of Western 
Europe, the United States 
and Canada, having fought 
the racist savagery of Nazism, 
joined in the North Atlantic 
Treaty to preserve humane 
values from Soviet commun- 
ism. Now they face this new 
menace, this new savagery in 
the name of religious 
nationalism. 


Russia, Germany, nuclear 
weapons — and neglected 
what Mr. Gelb calls the new 
core problem, “wars of 
national debilitation.’ 

“If we fail to ameliorate 
and check this scourge,” he 
writes, “both the victims and 
the unpunished killers will 
undo much of what we value, 
and undermine efforts to 
mold a just and stable inter- 
national order." And the 
damage will be not just 
abroad but at home: “The 
failure to deal adequately 
with such strife, to do some- 
thing about mass murder and 


“ Forty years ago the countries of 
Western Europe, the United States 
and Canada , having fought the racist 
savagery of Nazism, joined in the 
North Atlantic Treaty to preserve 
humane values from Soviet commun- 
ism. Now they face this new menace, 
this new savagery in the name of 
religions nationalism 


Leslie H. Gelb, president 
of the Council of Foreign 
Relations, defines the chal- 
lenge in the current issue of 
Foreign Affiars. It is an "all- 
corrosive danger,” he writes 
— “the teacup wars filled 
with countless bodies and 
horrors, the scourge of civil 
and ethnic violence.” 

The piece warns that we in 
the West may underestimate 
the change in the world since 
the cold war ended. We may 
go on worrying about the old 
problems that haunted us — 


genocide, corrodes the ess- 
fence of a democratic socie- 
ty.” 

The West failed in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia. When Ser- 
bia sent the Yugoslav federal 
army into Bosnia to help the 
Serbian aggressors there, Bri- 
tain and France chose 
appeasement. George Bush, 
fresh from his tri um ph In the 
Gulf war, did nothing. 

So it goes, to this day.. 
U.N. forces, mainly British 
and French, are in Bosnia to 
help get supplies to besieged 


civilians. But U.N. comman- 
ders have accepted Serbian 
rules of engagement, worked 
with the Serbian besiegers 
and siphoned off relief sup- 
plies to Serbian forces. 

NATO has many aircraft 
ready to attack Serbian forces 
■for their frequent violations 
of declared safe areas, but 
the U.N. command regularly 
refuses to approve strikes. 
And NATO itself is deeply 
divided, Britain and France 
resisting any forceful action 
on behalf of the victims be- 
cause the Serbs might then 
attack their troops on the 
ground. 

The weakness and folly of 
the western position have 
been humiliatingly illustrated 
in recent days. Bosnian Serbs 
have shot missiles at the 
Sarajevo building that houses 
the Bosnian presidency. 
Planes from the adjoining 
Krajina area of Croatia, held 
by Serbs, have violated the 
no-fly rule to drop cluster 
bombs and napalm on the 
Bosnian safe area of Bihac. 
NATO and the United Na- 
tions responded with mere 
words until last week’s air 
strike against the offending 
airfield in Krajina. Words 
risk nothing, because the Ser- 
bian aggressors pay no atten- 
tion to them. 

Unchecked aggression in 
Europe does not just 
Dr. Esina Zecevic and the 
innocent people of Bosnia. It 
menaces belief in the western 
alliance. If that goes, the 
Visigoths of nationalist fren- 
zy and ethnic hatred will in- 
deed be at the gates. 

The New York Times. 


LETTERS 


We deserve equal 

rights 9 



To the Editor: 

I am writing to thank the Jordan Times for the cnjigtucniu i 
long overdue article “Sexual harassment of women in pebfic 
time to speak out” (Tuesday. Nov. 22). 

It is indeed time to speak out against the increasing ac 
shameful disrespect shown towards women m public. I feel h 
necessary to speak about many of the disturbing experiences I 
have either suffered, witnessed or have detailed knohwdge $ 
from reliable sources. 1 feel the need to do this for the benefit $ 
other women who hare undergone similar hardships and m-onfct 
to educate those countless others who are somewhat naive about 
the extent of sexual harassment which actually occurs to otn 
society. Or those who prefer to pretend it does not exist, in tfe 
hope such indecent behaviour will disappear if ignored, wben 
nothing could be further from the truth. 

1 am a third-year student at the University of Jordan. During t}* 
time I have spent studying there, 1 have personally experienced 
rude, impertinent and insulting behaviour at the hands of matt 
students, simply because 1 am a female. 1 can relate to ail the 
upsetting incidents the female student interviewed in your antefe 
complained of. And so can many of my girlfriends and acquaint, 
ances. Certainly. 1 can attest to the fact that the majority of male 
students are extremely childish, immature to the point of being 
pathetic and, sadly, lacking in basic manners. They spend most of 
their time commenting on the attire and personal appearance of 
female students in silly ways that are embarrassingly obvious. l\ 
namely seems as if thev are desperate far anything relating to 


HI* ■ 1 INA- 




A dose friend of mine, who previously wore a long dress and?! 
headscarf, has recently taken to covering her face ana bands n I 
addition. She confided' she felt obliged to do so because of all flu 1 
rude stares female students are continually subjected to by oak 1 
students on the bus. 1 

Another friend arrived early for an exam one day and settkd I 
down to review her subject in a secluded veranda, in mO 
department, which is normally only frequented by girls. The area 1 
was deserted that day and the bench she sat on happened tube in 1 
front of a window leading to a corridor in the building. There was 1 
no one around when she sat down, and she was so engrossed n her f 
work that it wasn't until she got up to leave a while later that she ] 
noticed a male student had sat himself quietly down on (he window, J 
sill behind her and had apparently been rudely staring at her fejfta 
some time. She hurried away, feeling greatly embarrassed, ataS 
as if her privacy had been violated. Most of all. she eodsrafl 
understand what she had done to attract such unwetft^H 
attention. She told me this wasn't the first incident she 
suffered and seriously wondered it it was time she took to wearing 'n 
a headscarf for her own protection. 

Unfortunately, even girts who wear scarves are not immune to j 
the offensive behaviour of disrespectful male students. Three n 
scarred friends of mine suffered a most disturbing incident not- ! 
long ago. One or the three female students was stalked on cam pas 
by a weird male student who had apparently become obsessed with 
her. The only connection between them was the one class lecture 
they shared. She had never even looked his way, let alone spoken 
to him. She rebuffed his attempts to speak to her flirtatiously. 
Certainly, she had never encouraged him in any way. But he, like 
most male students, needed no encouragement 'for his inexcusable 
behaviour. When her friends aided her in telling him to get last, he 
sought revenge on these girls. He gathered a group of male friends 
and had them follow the girls and start pointing, laughing and 
making insulting remarks to them in public —just loud enough for 
them to hear. This indecent and humiliatingly hurtful behaviour, 
only ceased when the girts took courage in their hands and went to 
complain to the dean of the faculty about the youth who had 
started it all. (It was only fortunate ihc girls had all taken a class 
with the boy and had therefore known his name: otherwise they 
would hove never been able, to make the necessary complaint). 

One of ray acquaintances has taken to wearing a long dress an! 
headscarf because she is heartily sick and weary of the impeniem 
and highly personal commehtrTemale students arc rudely sub- 
jected to make students on a fairly regular basis. 

I, myself, have experienced disturbing incidents of being stared 
at by male students in dass and on campus. There have been 
attempts to brush against me deliberately. And I have been 
subjected to offensive comments. Jeering, leering, pointing, 
laughing, singing and dapping are also on the agenda from rime to 
tin*. * , 

Obviously, a lot more harassment and bad behaviour towards 
women goes on than most people arc aware of. whether in the! 
workplace, the university or the street. I could go on giving many < 
such examples. After all it has to be said because, unfortunately, 
many are naive about the extent of sexual harassment against 
women in our society. I, myself, would have thought many of the 
incidents exaggerated, had I not witnessed them myself. 

The mosr important thing to realise is the extent of indecent 
assaults, whether verbal or physical, on females in general, and on 
female students and working women in particular who, as you 
pointed out in your artide are particularly vulnerable to such 
attacks. 

My friends and I have spent a lot of time pondering on the 
reasons male students, or at least the majority of them, behave 
particularly badly towards female students. We have failed to 
come up with satisfactory answers. (Though there have been 
reported incidents of offensive behaviour by professors, most 
aggressive and indecent acts are committed by male students 
against female students). 

It is only an excuse to daim that a lot of males behave in such a 
’.sickening fashion because they haven't had any chance to interact 
with females. The truth is males have plentv of interaction with 
females through sisters, cousins, daughters of family friends and 
their own mothers. Most of those males just do not want to treaty 
females as equals because they have no respect for them. * 

Certainly, there is no justification for such life behaviour. Evert* 

?«■ engaged or have certain female relative^ 
with them in class still look at most female students as if they hath 
come from another planet. It is quite dear that these young men ‘ 
have no respect for themselves, for their sisters or mothers. 

*? m e ! r,y chiIdh «> d 31 home. Children should be 
from thc slar ' of their development and growth. 
«J?Tntiln^ d n n . lS arc co ? n , l ? uall >' u P*-ct. embarrassed and hurt by 

hSSnrf ™ ost of u? ' thc >' do not understand the reasons 

behind such behaviour which is always unprovoked and uncalled 

JL 

beSvSi’jrh'i.^K^^ SOrt l e giris . **“ arc wltv or show bad 
muAmik are J *? C * these .* ,rb arc a minority. Most female 

humiiar'ris P°l hte. decent gins who never encourage such 

oF by W °f d ' S wture or cven -appearance. Mrtfc 

.,«h!^ n ^i are a ^ ra,d IO raveal their experience, because thev are 

women . wc . sl,H e ,ivc in a society that usually hl'ames 
and tnw mistakes of men. Women arc usually condemned 

and toldir * the,r own fault, when nothing could 

stiiSSiK » iU realise these male^ 

harass female studtiW ^rourogemcm in order to feel they can < 

° ne doesn't have to he immodestly , 


dressed or eood.l.™iT : T„'„ 'TV" \ to rv immodestly 

in order to be haras&c in even btfh:<N, ' ,n g in a suggestive manner 
-nSc fc rthin bS r.i.r7 OSl onc "«<is onl\ he female* 

sexual harassment, and the^s^cnK kn?^!; in,t : racl “ lrt 
The awful realiry is they Whcn thc > CfOSS “• 


■ T , * iney ju« do not care 

J» “ "Mention to the indece. 


men and boys are getting aw-i'v V," 1 *™" Kh .oioui a lot of 
does not solve them Neither!? 1 ' Ct Ti cr,n lt U F ^nous problem* 
unsuspecting women. drttfS blaming them unfairly on 

admitted it occurs in ours i * oc ’ wl >' Jnd it is high time we 

showed them that thev no ion tln,C WOmon >,u °d up to men and 
treatment simply becSse tlSv?re femni n, t/ ,nsult,n g or unfair 
cteated bv God with eouai are human beings ■ 

such. WV di^rve respect. * WC dcscrv « lo ** 


Aim Mustafa, 
P.O. Box 89, 
Mahoss. 

a 

its readers o'n'my^bhla 'th'*'* a ' n,r '6<Mions from 
intended for public?, , C> .*“» ,u ’^kle. Letter, 
miter's full name and PKferM**'', contain the 
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Sm o k w ho have tested the new cigarette, which will be 
marketed under the brand name Edipse, say its taste 
is similar to a standard cigarette, but that it is 

harder to draw on and harder to light 


When the cigarette is lit a piece 
of charcoal in the tip ignites, 
heating the air around it 











va P our >s drawn through 
a standard cellulose filter 
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mak 


The glycerine vapour picks up flavour and 
nicotine from the blended tobacco 
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V The hot air passes through processed 
- tobacco and glycerine, which vapourises 
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Some; RJ fteynokk Tobacco Company 


‘Healthy’ drag keeps 
nicotine hot on draw 


By Peter Pringle 

THE UNITED States tobac- 
co industry, faced with in- 
creasingly hostile attacks 
fjfpm anti-smoking groups 
‘fifetittr safes from the victims 

is about to 
launch a “reduced risk” 
cigarette of the kind which 
failed miserably six years ago 
because smokers did not like 
its flavour. 

The new cigarette elimin- 
ates most of the cancer- 
causing tars, has almost no 
smoke or ash and the inoffen- 
sive odour of burning weeds, 
according to the RJ Reynolds 
company which will market 
the new cigarette next year. 

Even so, the cigarette is 
likely to attract severe critic- 
ism from anti-smokers be- 
cause it contains as much 
ojcotme as regular cigarettes, 
and wQI be equally addictive. 
And if the U.S. government 
.ever. succeeds in declaring 
nicotine as addictive a drug as 
cocaine or heroine, toep all 
cigarettes, inducting the hew 
one, would be regulated and 
die nicotine content greatly 
reduced. 


RJ Reynolds, America’s 
second largest tobacco com- 
pany with 30 per cent of the 
U.S. cigarette market, has 
christened the brand Ecfipse, 
hoping It will shut out the 
competition, especially from 
the nation’s largest tobacco 
company, Philip Morris, 
which has 42 per cent of the 
$50bn trade and will soon be 
launching its own “safer” 
cigarette. 

The difference in the new 
brand is at the lighted end. 
The first half-inch of the 
cigarette is a piece of char- 
coal wrapped in a fibreglass 
insulator. Once alight, the 
charcoal burns at 900‘C — 
about the same as 
the flame on a regular 
cigarette — but because it is 
enclosed in the insulator it 
does not ignite the tobacco. 

Instead, as the smoker 
draws in air, the charcoal 


at all. It is the same size at the 
end of the smoke as it was at 
the beginning. 

RJ Reynolds claims that 95 
per cent of secondhand 
smoke found in ordinary 
cigarettes is eliminated. In 
the last two years, 700 U.S. 
cities and countries have in- 
troduced smoking bans in the 
workplace and in Festanrants 
because of the dangers of 
second-hand smoke. 

The tobacco company 
claims that the cancer- 
cansing tars present in other 
cigarettes are reduced by 90 
per cent As yet, however, 
the company is not making 
any detailed health claims be- 
cause it does not have suffi- 
cient evidence to back them 
up. “We cannot call this a 
safer cigarette,” an RJ 
Reynolds spokesman told the 
New York Times . “We are 
concentrating on describing it 


superheats the air which pas- as a product with fewer active 
ses over' the tobacco in the „ coimMaunds.”' . 
cigarette 1 , carrying the flavriiif ' "In 1988,' RJ Reynolds in- 
and The nicotine. The air ‘■’‘tesdnfed another so-called 
passes through a filter in the “safer cigarette” under the 
normal way. But there is little brand name Premier, but 

if any smoke and the 
cigarette does not bum down 


smokers rejected it. In the 
1970s, the British- Am e rican 


Tobacco Company test- 
marketed a cigarette in Bri- 
tain called Planet, that was 
made of tobacco substitute. It 
was never put on sale. 

The Eclipse brand has 
been tested by RJ Reynolds 
for more than a year and, 
according to the company, 
has scored highly among 
smokers, their non-smoking 
spouses and family members. 
The company claims more 
than SO per cent of both 
groups say Eclipse is a 
breakthrough. 

However, a spokesman for 
the Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration which regulates drugs 
has not ■ yet reviewed the 
data. And one of the key 
anti-smoking politicians in 
the U.S. Congress, Henry 
Waxman of California, said 
the new cigarette “may have 
the advantage of being safer, 
relatively speaking, but it still 
delivers nicotine.” 

In the Republican turnover 
in the mid-term elections, 
Mr. Waxman lost his chair- 
manship of the House of 
Representatives sub- 
committee on health and the 


environment that has been in 
the forefront of attacks on 
the tobacco companies. It 
held intrusive hearings into 
the companies' secret- 
research on the dangers of 
smoking. Now, with the Re- 
publicans in charge, there 
will be no more hearings and 
fewer embarrassments for the 
tobacco industry. 

But several class action 
soils continue. Two states, 
M s as a ppi and Florida, are 
suing the tobacoo companies 
for medical expenses the 
states have paid out to vic- 
tims of smoking disorders. 
There are a number of out- 
standing suits against the 
tobacco companies, alleging 
that they knowingly misrep- 
resented the dangers of 
tobacco and the addictiveness 
of nicotine. 

The industry acknowledges 
an uphill struggle in keeping 
sales buoyant at home. But 
abroad, American .tobacco 
companies are making great 
inroads into the -1 " Russian; 
Chinese and south-east Asian 
Markets. 

The Independent 


Italy’s loan sharks exact stiff retribution 


By Melanie Goodfellow 

Renter 

ROME — They may not 
bounce your cheques but Ita- 
ly’s loan sharks have far more 
sinister methods of exacting 
payment — from rape and 
assault to destroying your 
life. 

Known as “strozzini”, 
literally stranglers, the illegal 
moneylenders charge interest 
of up to 500 per cent and, 
according to some estimates, 
rake in more than $10 billion 
a year. 

Last year, victims 1 groups 
say, they managed to ensnare 
more than two million Ita- 
lians in a vicious circle of 
debt. 

The Italian media is satu- 
rated with the harrowing 
accounts of those who foiled 
to pay up on time — suicides 
and ruin 

Last month, one victim, 
shrouded in shadow to dis- 
guise her identity, told televi- 
sion viewers how she was 
abducted, raped and warned 
that the same thing would 
happen to her daughter if she 
dkl not repay her debts with- 
in 24 horns. 

The woman's case is now 
the subject of a criminal in- 
quiry. 

She once owned three 
shops — two of which she 
was forced 10 sell — and 


began by borrowing 10 mil- 
lion lire ($6,200). 

“The 10 million became 54 
million (536,000),” she said. 

The majority of those who 
foil into the clutches of the 
moneysharks are small busi- 
ness people struggling to pay 
off debts as Italy comes out of 
its worst recession in 50 
years. 

According to one survey, 
compiled by the Confcom- 
mertio Tradesmen's Associa- 
tion, one in three people 
running small businesses had 
considered borrowing from 
loan sharks. 


reporters. 

The traditional figure of 
toe neighbourhood usurer is 
fast dying out. 

“Over the past few years 
the business has been infil- 
trated by organised crime 
groups. For them, usury is 
primarily a means of launder- 
ing toe proceeds from other 
illegal activities,” said Mr. 
Busa. 

Sergio Bille, Confcommer- 
tio’s expert on organised 
crime, estimated that 60 per 
cent of usury was run by 
organised crime and a fast 
way for gangsters to take 


They usually start out bor- over legitimate businesses 
rowing a fairly modest' when borrowers could not 
amount of about 15 million repay their debts. 


prefer those in toe 500 mil- 
lion ($350,000) league which 
involve toe same amount of 
work bnt yield a lot more,” 
said Luciano Violante, a for- 
mer chairman of Italy’s Anti- 
Mafia Commission. 

Mr. Violante, a parlia- 
mentarian for toe opposition 
Democratic Party of toe left, 
told an anti-usury conference 
in Turin: “If banks paid gave 
more time to toe small credi- 
tors toe phenomenon of us- 
ury would be halved.” 

Italian banks have also had 
their fingers burnt by toe 
recent recession. 

“People who go to usurers 
are generally those who do 


not have their accounts in 
order,” the Association of 
Italian Banks said in a report 
“Banks should not be 
blamed for not giving finan- 
cial help to those who do not 
deserve credit” 

The government, in- 
creasingly concerned by us- 
ury and a spate of usury- 
related suicides and acts of 
violence, is trying to pass an 
anti-usury law. 

A draft law which would 
fix a top interest rate and set 
a penalty of up to five years 
in jail for anyone found guilty 
of illegal money lending was 
approved by the cabinet in. 
September and now has to be 
passed by parliament. 
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The CSCE 


what 


it is and how it works 


BUDAPEST (R) — Leaders 
of the 53-nation Conference 
on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (CSCE) meet in 
Budapest on Monday -for a 
two-day su m mit. Here is a 
brief account of the CSCE’s 
history, objectives and role: 
Created in the early 1970s 
as a forum for East-West 


haviour of governments, 
covering security issues, hu- 
man rights and the principle 
that borders should not be 
changed by force. 

Western governments 
claimed the conference was 
important because the 
Soviet-led bloc had signed 
human rights commitments. 


dialogue, the CSCE indudes while communist states felt 
all European states, the Un- their legitimacy and borders 


ited States and Canada — 
stretching from Vancouver to 
Vladivostok and covering 
ranch of the northern hemis- 
phere. 

It started with 35 members 
but the collapse of the Soviet 
Union swelled its ranks. It 
now includes 53 nations, 
although die membership of 
the ramp Yugoslav state has 
been suspended. 

The CSCE, which has no 
military structure or armed 
forces of its own, works to 
ease tensions and help pre- 
vent conflicts. 

It can act only if all mem- 
bers agree and this principle 
of consensus has brought 
charges that it is unwieldy 
and ineffective. But it is the 
only security body to indude 
all states in Europe and link 
them with North America. 

A 1975 Helsinki summit 
agreed guidelines for the be- 


had been confirmed. 

The Helsinki agreements 
remained tittle more than 
paper accords until the col- 
lapse of the Berlin Wall in 
1989. 

A CSCE summit in Paris in 
1990 unveiled a “charter for a 
new Europe,” dedaring that 
toe organisation could now 
truly play a role in fostering 
justice, peace and prosperity 
now that toe continent’s old 
divisions had gone. 

Hie Paris summit gave toe 
CSCE an organisational 
structure for the first time, 
inducting a conflict preven- 
tion centre in Vienna, an 
office to monitor elections in 
Warsaw and a permanent 
secretariat in Prague. 

The CSCE became more 
involved in arms control, 
striving to build agreements 
on military openness to build 
confidence. 


Another summit in 1992, 
again in Helsinki, called for 
the CSCE to take a more 
active role in managing and 
preventing crises in Europe, 
including pieacekeeping. 

Against toe backdrop of 
the war in foraier Yugosla- 
via, Europe's military orga- 
nisations — NATO and toe 
Western European Union 
(WEU) — said they were 
ready to take on peacekeep- 
ing missions if the CSCE gave 
them a mandate. 

So for, this has not hap- 
pened. Instead, the United 
Nations has taken toe lead in 
crises such as Bosnia. 

The CSCE also has a 
secretary-general and a high 
commissioner for national 
minorities. A committee of 
officials meets every week in 
Vienna to discuss key issues. 
Summits are held every two 
years. Foreign ministers meet 
annually. 

The CSCE has helped 
coordinate toe enforcement 
of U.N. sanctions against the 
rump Yugoslav stare and sent 
small missions to help ease 
tensions in the Baltic re- 
pubics, Tajikistan, Georgia, 
Moldova, toe former Yugos- 
lav Repbulic of Macedonia 
and Ukraine. 


New sea disasters 
increase pressure 

on safety talks 


By Cletia Oziel 
Renter 

LONDON — Recent man- cte decks, particularly bow 
time disasters, including one doors like those that may 
in Manila Bay on Friday, have been ripped off m heavy 
have intensified pressure on seas on toe Estonia, 
officials at London talks next . The panel would also con- 
week to set new standards of sider measures to improve a 
safety on the high seas- ferry’s ability to stay upright 
Hie regular meeting of a ifw^.does ptonto the vast 
safety ooSeeoftte Inter- deck. su<£ as costly bulk- 

national Maritime Oigamsa- ne ^ 7 ‘ _ 

tion (IMO) — a U?N. *°& T 

“watchdog” agency' — was' **3“™ rt.wodd bejoo 


planned to focus on ferry 
safety after more than 900 
people died when the ferry 
Estonia sank in the Baltic Sea 
in September. 

A blaze aboard the Italian 
cruise ship Actrille Laura in 
the Indian Ocean this week 
and a ferry sinking after a 
collision in Manila Bay on 
Friday lent fresh urgency to 
the talks- 

“We cannot amply refer to 
what has been done during 
the last few years and claim 
that there is no need for 
farther action,” IMO 
Secretary -General William 
O’Neill said this week. 

The IMO Marine Safety 
Co mmitte e (MSC) will con- 
sider at a session which will 
last until next Friday an 
O'Neill proposal to foam a 
panel of experts to examine 
safety on roll-on roll-off fer- 
ries tike the Estonia. 

Mr. O'Neill now calls for 
attention to issues tike the 
strength of openings to vehi- 


eariy to examine the Actrille 
Laura case in detail and the 
same can be expected to app- 
ly to the Cebu City, lost in 
Manila Bay. 

“Nobody will know what 
exactly happened," he said of 
the Adrille Laura. “But toe 
ship was built and maintained 
according to IMO stan- 
dards.” 

Concern over ro-ro safety 
is not new. Standards were 
raised in 1988 after Britain’s 
Herald of Free Enterprise 
capsized in 1987, kflling 193 
people, when a bow door was . 
left open. 

An original Safety of Life 
at Sea (SOLAS) convention 
was adopted in 1914 after 
Britain called an internation- 
al conference on toe loss of 
the Titanic. Called “unsink- 
able,” if struck an Atlantic 
iceberg and sank with toe loss 
of 1,500 lives. 

The latest version of the 
convention dates to 1974 with 
a series of later amendments. 
It could now see major revi- 
sions. 


Top naval architects who 
met in London last week 
urged toe IMO to revise safe- 
ty standards. 

The IMO panel could be- 
gin work immediately after 
obtaining approval at next 
week's session and present 
proposals on improvements 
in ferry safety by May next 
year, toe IMO said. 

Recommendations could 
be issued for immediate ap- 
plication by IMO’s 150 mem- 
ber states and farther mea- 
sures could be initiated to 
amend international treaties. 

The London talks will also 
review reports on human 
error that industry sources 
say accounts for 60 per cent 
of sea tragedies. 

It will consider amend- 
ments to a 1978 intematioir " 
convention of standards ~ 
training, certification iir... 
watchkeeping for seafarers 
which is regarded oat of date . 

A revised text is expected 
to enter into force in 1997. 

IMO has also emphasised 
the need for further action 
for the safety of bulk cargo 
carriers, some of which it said 
were lost without trace with 
no time to send out distress 
messages. 

Last year it granted a con- 
sultative status to toe Inter- 
national Association of Dry 
Cargo Shipowners (Intercar- 
go), which proposed mea- 
sures to reduce bulk carrier 
losses. 


lire ($9,500) but this can in- 
crease as much as five-fold as 


“In 1992, organised crimin- 
als were able to take control 


lending rates are progressive- of hundreds upon hundreds 


ly bumped up. 

“Usury is a tradition in 
Italy,” said Lino Busa, who 
runs a confidential helpline 
for toe victims of usury for 
confesercenti, an organisa- 
tion for small businesses. 

One woman arrested on 
suspicion of usury in Sicily, 
70-year-old Giuseppina 
Cipoilina, had 800 million lire 
($500,000) sniffed under her 


of bars, restaurants and shops 
through usury,” he said. 
“They often leave toe origin- 
al owners in place as front 
men.” 

Consumer association 
Adusbef estimated that usury 
had a turnover of some 15 
trillion tire ($9.5 billion) in 
1993. 

Many usury victims blame 
the banks, winch they say 


Nation of tea-drinkers needs to drink more 


mattress when police sear- force them to turn to loan- 
ched her home in October, sharks because of their re- 
‘Tm sure 1 did nothing hictance to lend to small con- 
wrong. I really think I helped cerns. 
a lot of people who needed “Banks aren't interested in 
money.” Ms. Cipoilina told arranging small loans. They 


By Maggie Fox 

Reuter 

LONDON — mtyd Lewis 
sniffs his tea suspiciously be- 
fore taking a sip of toe pale, 
weak brew. 

“Ha” he gasps. “We are 
living up to our reputation of 
brewing toe worst cup of tea 
in Britain.” 

As spokesman for toe Tea 
Council, which promotes tea 
as “Britain’s national drink,” 
Mr. Lewis says that not only 
his own office, but tea shops. 


restaurants and hotels must 
improve the tea on offer to 
woo Britons back to their 

favourite brew. 

■ 

“Soft drinks and alcohol 
are muscling in on this drinks 
market. It is a finite market 
and something has to give,” 
Mr. Lems said in an inter- 
view. 

The Tea Council is trying 
to counter this trend with a 
new guide to approved tea 
shops and a newly formed 
guild of tea shops meant to 


encourage high standards. 

Despite inroads made by 
fizzy drinks, Britons still 
drink far more tea than any 
other Westerners — an aver- 
age of 1,355 cups per person 
-a year, compared to 154 in 
toe United States, 642 in 
Australia and 290 in the 
Netherlands. 

Britons drink about 200 ml 
drinks a day, excluding wa- 
ter, and more than three of 
those are cups of tea. Coffee, 
soft drinks and alcohol 
account for four. 


“We can’t really counter 
toe cokes of this world,” said 
Mr. Lewis. But he says tea — 
and by this he means real tea, 
not herb or fruit “tisanes” — 
offers something no other 
drink does. 

“It is a complete occasion 
if yon are taking proper tea. 
It is how toe tea is presented, 
toe options, toe China, the 
ambience,” he explained. 

“If you take tea out of a 
lovely cup as opposed to a 
mug, it's very hard to say it 


doesn’t taste different.” 

He sniffs: “Brewing in a 
mug is one of those things 
that happens.” But most Bri- 
tons make and drink their 
tea at home, preferring a 
“cuppa” they can depend on to 
toe vagaries of toe market- 
place. 

To encourage them to ven- 
ture out and consume more 
tea, the Tea Council is in- 
specting tea shops and clas- 
sifying them according to ser- 
vice, ambience and. of 
course, tea quality. 
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GULF AIR STYLE 


^Julf Air flies nonstop from Amman to the Gulf with a host of 

■ 

convenient onward connections to Bangkok, Hong Kong, Manila, 

Singapore and Jakarta. Whichever class you travel, you'll fly in 

comfort and style, enjoying our traditional hospitality. Come fly 
■ 

with us and discover the international smile of the Gulf. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL TR AVEL AGENT OF GULF AIR ON l>33ril3. 
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Thousands of illegal workers leave Saudi Arabia 


DUBAI (R) — Thousands of 
illegal foreign workers, most- 
ly Asians, are being forced 
out of Saudi Arabia after the 
kingdom told all illegal im- 
migrants to leave by mid- 
December or face punish- 
ment and fines. 

Diplomats said most were 
labourers working in con- 
struction, small shops, and 
other jobs normally shunned 
by 'Saudis. 

The kingdom has given 
them a month until Dec. 18 
to leave in an unprecedented 
crackdown against illegal 
workers among an expatriate 
community which accounts 
for four million of Saudi Ara- 


bia's 17 million residents. 

Police are checking the 
papers of Asians in the 
streets and have threatened 
not only to fine them but also 
punish those who shelter or 
employ them, the diplomats 
said. 

Foreign embassies said 
many were leaving of their 
own accord but other caught 
were straining the embassies' 
abilities to handle the exit 
procedures. 

Some embassies said in 
many cases they also have to 
provide air fares because 
workers are penniless. 

The Pakistani embassy is 
processing the exist papers of 


300 people a day on average 
since the Saudi order came 
into effect on Nov. 18, offi- 
cials said. 

The Indian embassy has 
been processing 175 people, 
the Bangladesh embassy 100, 
and the Philippines embassy 
said it has more than 300 
applicants who want to leave. 

Bangladeshi diplomats ex- 
pected 25,000, out of 500,000 
Bangladeshis working in 
Saudi Arabia would leave by 
the end of the grace period. 

“It is a usual practice in 
Saudi Arabia to issue a warn- 
ing to people who overstay to 
leave, especially those who 
stay after performing pilgrim- 


age to Mecca/.* one diplomat 
said. “But this time it is more 
tough and it involves a wider 
range of workers." 

The diplomats said the in- 
terior ministry classified as 
illegal workers people who 
stay behind after their visas 
expired and those no longer 
working for their original 
sponsors. 

Expatriates can only work 
in the kingdom if they are 
sponsored by a Saudi citizen 
or company. 

Diplomats said expatriates 
in many cases pay a fee to a 
local sponsor who obtained 
their legal papers and then 
they go and work for other 


people or start their own 
businesses. 

Otheis illegally quit their 
original sponsors for higher 
wages elsewhere or because 
of disputes with their em- 
ployers. 

The diplomats said the 
ministry had said it will not 
only fine and deport those 
who break those rules, but 
would also heavily fine their 
original sponsors and current 
employers. 

Saudi newspapers quoted 
businessmen as saying the de- 
portations would 'create job 
opportunities for Saudis at a 
rime when the government is 


trying to encourage a bigger 
role for its citizens in the 
labour force. 

Many Asians who had 
opened" small shops catering 
for their own communities 
were having to shut down and 
leave because their papers 
were not in order. 

“They (the authorities! are 
very serious about im- 
plementing this. The police 
are checking people's papers 
in all major cities. Those 
without the legal papers are 
taken to deportation centres, 
their papers put in order and 
then they leave/* one diplo- 
mat said. 


Non-oil sector in Arab 
Gulf states surges 
in four years 


UAE reports growth in private sector 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
-non-oil sector in Arab Golf 
states surged by nearly 34 per 
cent over the past four years 
as they pushed ahead with 
plans to lessen reliance on 
volatile crude exports, an 
officials study showed Mon- 
day. ■ 

From around S101 billion 
in 1989, the non-oil sector in 
the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) jumped 
to $136 billion in 1993, said 
the study by the Kuwaiti- 
based Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries. (O APEC). 

The oil sector grew to $73 
billion from $50.5 billion 
mainly due to a rise in crude 
production by Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) which boosted 
output to offcet a loss of more 
than four million barrels per 
day (b/d) following the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Tlie study, published in 
OAPECs monthly bulletin, 
showed the non-oil sector in 
Saudi Arabia rose to $86 
billion from $56.9 billion 
while the oil sector jumped to 
544 billion from $24.2 billion. 

Saudi Arabia is the biggest 
oil producer in die world, 
with output of around eight 
million b/d, nearly 12 per 
cent of the global crude sup- 
plies. . 

Stung by weak olT^riccs, it- 
has launched a drive to diver- 
sify its economy, with a focus 
on the industrial sector. Offi- 
cial 'figures showed the king- 
dom had invested nearly $25 
billion in more than 2,500 
factories. 

Hie diversification drives 


in Saudi Arabia and other 
GCC states coupled with a 
steady decline in oil prices 
have sharply boosted the 
non-oil sector at the expense 
of the oil sector over the past 
12 years. 

Daring the oil boom of the 
late 1970s and early 1980s, oil 
was the dominant component 
of die GCC gross domestic 
product (GDP), Standing at 
more than half. 

The OAPEC study, 
obtained here, showed the 
non-oil sector in the UAE 
increased to $21.8 billion in 
1993 from $17.3 billion in 
1989, while it grew to around 
$8 billion from $4.7 billion in 
Oman, to $4.9 billion from 
$4.5 billion in Qatar, and to 
$3.77 billion from around $3 
billion in Bahrain. 

In Kuwait, the seven- 
month Iraqi occupation de- 
pressed the non-oil sector to 
$12.8 billion from nearly $15 
billion. 

The 10-nation OAPEC 
gave no breakdown for the 
non-ail sector but indepen- 
dent figures showed industry, 
trade and construction were 
dominating. 

GCC industries are mainl y 
light products like building 
materials, aluminium, che- 
micals, paper, foodstuff and 
home appliances 

Expe rts said they expectedr 
further growth in the non-oil 
sector as regional states have 
offered more incentives to 
the private sector as part of 
reforms to cushion the impact 
of low oil prices. 

The six states produce 
around 13 million b/d. 


Now you can change 
your jewelry without 
changing your clothes 

^ DAJANI’S 

: Gold & Gems Jewelry 

6th Circle. Amra Hotel Shops. Amman. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Government incentives have 
sharply boosted the private 
sector’s contribution to. the 
economy of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), triggering a 
.growth in domestic invest- 
ment and banking opera- 
tions, the central bank said 
Sunday. 

The incentives, introduced 
to offset the effects of weak 
oil prices, include tax exemp- 
tions for industrial projects, 
soft loans, finance for project 
feasibility studies and free 
transfers of profits. 

The private sector's share 
in the gross domestic product 
(GDP) increased to 63.4 per 
cent in 1993, from 60 per cent 
in 1992, due to a surge in its 
investment in the load mar- 
ket, the central bank said in a 
report. 

Private consumption and 
investments rose to 83.5 bil- 
lion dirhams ($22.7 billion) in 
1993, from 7S.1 billion 
dirhams ($21.28 billion) in 
1993, said the report. 


It said private investments 
alone grew to 20.4 billion 
dirhams ($5.58 billion) from 
19.8 billion dirhams (S4.98 
billion), while government 
investment declined to 9.S 
billion dirhams ($2.67 billion) 
ftom 10 billion dirhams 
($2.72 billion), due to low oil 
prices. 

“The non-oil sector is ex- 
pected to record an equiva- 
lent growth in 1994 while the 
oil sector will fall sharply 
because of lower crude and 
gas exports and weak oil 
prices in world markets." 

Public investment and con- 
sumption were expected to 
stay at the same level but the 
private sector would prob- 
ably grow faster than in 1993. 
the report added. 

The balance of payments 
would probably register a de- 
ficit in 1994 for the first time 
due to lower revenues from 
crude and services and a 
sharp increase in imports of 
goods and .services. 

Oil provides more than SO 


per cent of the UAE’s in- 
come and a sharp decline in 
crude prices over the past 
decade has prompted it to 
introduce austerity measures 
to cut a budget deficit. 

Oil prices have so far aver- 
aged around S15.8 this year 
and are projected to be lower 
than in 1993. when they hit a 
five-year low of Si 6. 33. This 
will depress the UAE’s re- 
venues from their 1993 level 
of nearly 51.3 billion dirhams 
(S13.97 billion). 

The growth in the UAE’s 
private sector was reflected in 
banking, with increases in 
credits, deposits and capital. 

Credits from the country's 
47 banks surged by 13.1 pier 
cent to SI. 6 billion dirhams 
($22.23 billion) by the end of 
September, from around 72.1 
billion dirhams ($19.64 bil- 
lion) by September 1993. 

The central bank report 
showed credits to the private 
sector soared to 63.1 billion 
dirhams (517.19 billion) from 
57 billion dirhams ($15.53 bil- 


lion), while loans to the gov- 
ernment rose by only 700 
million dirhams ($190.7 mil- 
lion) to 11.4 billion dirhams 
($3.10 billion). 

Trade remained the main 
beneficiary, receiving 27.2 
billion dirhams ($7.41 billion) 
by the end of September. It 
was followed by the construc- 
tion sector, where loans total- 
led 14.5 bitlion dirhams 
(53.95 billion). 

Deposits grew to 79.9 bil- 
lion dirhams ($21.77 billion), 
from 75.1 billion dirhams 
(520.46 billion). 

Shareholders' equity, 
which includes capital and 
reserves, rose to 20.3 billion 
dirhams ($5.53 billion), from 
18.6 billion dirhams ($5.06 
billion). 

Bankers said the increase 
in shareholders' equity was 
due to central bank instruc- 
tions to banks to raise their 
capital to meet adequacy re- 
quirements set by the Bank 
for International Settlement 
for banks worldwide. 


Communist Nepal unfolds moderate policy 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nep- 
al’s new communist govern- 
ment will eschew rigid Marx- 
ist dogma while welcoming 
foreign investment and aid 
promoting its private sector, 
the Himalayan kingdom's 
new finance minister said 
Saturday. 

In an interview with Reu- 
ters, Bharat Mohan Adhik- 
|,_ary^-_ brotbe^of new Prim&. 
TffiniiifeT Man Mohan Adhik- 
ary — sketched an economic 
programme that was more 
social democratic than hard- 
line communist. 

“We know the failures of 
the former Soviet Union/* he 
said, adding that the ex- 
Soviet empire and China 
were not the only models of 
Marxism and Leninism. “We 
will translate our ideology to 
match the reality of our 
country." 

Mr. Adbikary, a lawyer 
and member of the commis- 
sion which wrote the king- 
dom's constitution in 1990, 
acknowledged the minority 
communist government had 
little room for manoeuvre. 

His communist unified 
Marxist-Leninist (UML) Par- 


ty won 88 of 205 parliamen- 
tary seats in last month's elec- 
tions, five more than the out- 
going ruling Congress Party 
and 15 short of a majority. 

“Since we are a minority 
government, we want to pro- 
ceed on the basis of a nation- 
al consensus taking up those 
areas where there is no dis- 
pute," he said. 

i ^Building $S(p > consensus 
■’may. take some time',"' said 
Parthibeswor Prasad Timilsi- 
na, an economics professor at 
Tribhuvan University. “The 
government may not be able 
to enforce any meaningful 
changes in the political eco- 
nomy." . . 

Mr. Adhikary, who comes 
from the moderate wing of 
the UML, said the govern- 
ment did not aim for radical 
change but instead wanted to 
be more efficient than Con- 
gress in distributing foreign 
aid — Nepal's lifeblood.. 

“Instead of bringing major 
change in the policy, I want 
to emphasise the use of the 
funds already allocated," he 
said. 

Nepal is one of the world’s 
poorest nations with annual 


income of about 5280 a head 
for a population of more than 
20 million. 

Most of its development 
budget comes from foreign 
donors, particularly Japan, as 
well as the World Bank and 
the International Monetary 
Fund. 

Mr. Adhikary said of 21 
billion rupees (§419 million) 
earm arked for- development 
expenses for tHe-’f^caifyear 
that began in mid-July, only 
two billion rupees (S40 mil- 
lion) had been spent. 

“We are open for foreign 
investment." the new finance 
minister said. “I invite fore- 
ign investors to come to Nep- 
al. We will give them legal 
guarantees to repatriate their 
earnings and security for 
their capital." 

Mr. Adhikary said he him- 
self would hold talks with 
interested investors. “We 
want to open dialogue on 
what sort of atmophere they 
want in Nepal for invest- 
ment." be said. 

He urged donors to 
observe the government be- 
fore lending support. “We 
are telling them to watch our 


performance, evaluate our 
programmes and deal with us 
from issues to issues. If they 
are still doubtful, let them 
wait for two or three months 
and see our work." 

Mr. Adhikary said the gov- 
ernment would focus on pro- 
viding basic services like wa- 
ter, health care and elec- 
tricity. 

The UML, he said, iwpuld 
protect private firms. “The 
state .can never be a substi- 
tute for private enterprise." 
he said. 

But he said the state 
needed to protect infant in- 
dustries, especially those 
competing with neighbouring 
India, ana any liberalisation 
moves should serve Nepal’s 
interests. 

Mr. Adhikary vowed to 
combat inflation. “We want 
to curb the corruption which 
in reality is obstructing the 
free play of market forces in 
determining prices," he said. 

The government will set a 
ceiling on landholdings, giv- 
ing property to peasants, and 
pay “individuals whose ex- 
cess land will be seized" with 
shares in state finns, he said. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



‘I’ve got a cold, so 1*11 have to kiss you 
good-night with my ear instead of 

my mouth.” 


Mutt'n’Jeff 

Y M’LOl/E , WE CAN’T AFFORD ) 

* TO HIRE PEOPLE TO DO ** 
EVER'/ LITTLE THINS l 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Mtk* Arglrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


EUQUE 





□ 




EPPIR 




— w 


GRUIDT 





ZD 


ZOLENZ 


□ 






HOW THE COFFEE 
SHOP OWNS? MADE 
H© MONEY 

Now arrange me circled letters to 
form tne surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


print answer hers: HE E 1 I I j j 


r y 1 

v A y 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I Jumbte * CHIDE MADLY TANDEM TYRANT 
1 Answer Whaithe elegantly dressed repairman was 

— A HANDY DANDY 


known as 


China accuses 
U.S. over stalled 

bid to j oin GATT 


BEUING (R) — Beijing ac- 
cused the United States Sun- 
day of blocking its bid for 
GATT entry, saying 
Washington was prejudiced 
against China because it is 
ruled by communists, and 
ignoring the achievements of 
its market reforms. 

“Disregarding China's 
market-oriented reforms, 

S se United States) insists 
at China’s economy is still a 
planned one because the 
country is led by commun- 
ists/’ Yu Peiwei, a researcher 
at the ministry of foreign 
trade and economic coopera- 
tion, told Business Weekly in 
a front-page interview. 

Mi - . Yu accused Washing- 
ton of playing a sophisticated 
economic ana psychological 
game with China by imposing 
excessive demands on Beij- 
ing’s bid for reentry to the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
which it quit soon after the 
Communist Party took power 
in 1949. 

Chinese negotiators in 
Geneva, pursuing their drive 
for readmission to the world 
trade watchdog by the end of 
year, warned last week that 
Beijing would make no sub- 
stantial new offers if the 
deadline ran out. 

The main opposition to 
China's entry has come from 
the United States, which in- 
sists it must come in as a 
developed country without 
the concessions granted to 
developing states. 

The European Union has 
generally backed the U.S. 
stance. 

Mr. Yu said the chief 
obstacle was what he called 
entrenched hospitality 


against communism among 
certain high-ranking officials 
both in the White House and 
on Capitol Hill. 

“This outmoded, biased 
attitude is reflected in the 
current GATT reentry nego- 
tiations. with U.S. officials 
attempting to force China 
into accepting the American 
political and economic sys- 
tem outright/' Business 
Weekly said. 

GATT members, especial- 
ly the United Stares t< are con- 
cerned about China's import 
and export licencing system, 
copyright protection, diffe- 
rent treatment for foreign 
and local firms, restricted ac- 
cess to foreign exchange and 
unpublished regulations on 
trade and other issues. 

China argues it has already 
worked hard to reform its 
huge and lumbering economy 
and its status as a developing 
country should be taken into 
consideration. 

“After prolonged negotia- 
tions of more than eight 
years. China's GATT access 
is entering a critical stage 
with the U.S. emerging as the 
main obstacle." the Business 
Weekly quoted Mr. Yu as 
saying. 

China, potentially one of 
the world's lop trade powers, 
argues it must be allowed 
time to adjust its economy 
and trade policies, governed 
by rigid Stalinist-style state 
controls until the ambitious 
market-oriented reforms of 
paramount leader deng 
Xiaoping began to take effect 
in the mid-1980s. 

China is keen to be back in 
the GATT by the end of the 
year to become a founder 
member of the WTO- 


FORECAST FOR DECEMBER 5. 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Keep focused on duties that only you 
can perform best and direct other members of your staff to do 
likewise as you encounter the unexpected today. Keep your eye and 
mind on the main mission that needs to be completed. 

-« W 

ARIES:. (March 21 to April 19) Unexpected happenings can occur 
early which anil bring you pleasure and happiness, and later you get 
fine ideas for progress. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you study the action of your mate, 
you will know better how to have greater rapport in the future and 
have a better relation with him or her. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An associate wants to be more helpful 
and should be given the chance to do so. Be alert to what is 
happening around you and how you can succeed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) If properly attuned to your 
planets, you should be starting the new week with more enthusiasm 
than usual for you can have everything. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You may get in unexpected invitation 
which should be accepted, since you could have a fine time with your 
loved one. Your mate will go ahead with your ideas. 

VIRGO: (August 22 f o September 22) This is a good day to get that 
situation improved at home to the satisfaction of all who dwell there. 
Be happy with your loved ones today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Stop all that angling, and be 
more adroit with partners. State your plans for the days ahead and 
plan for a big expansion of your endeavours. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You need to use more 
modern measures if you are to improve your financial status. Put 
your practical ideas in motion to get some suggestions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You are anxious to 
discuss your practical ideas with others, but be sure it is with those 
who can realty be helpful towards your progress. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Be more concerned 
with tneontica! than the practical. Do something dramatic which will 
make your loved one more affectionate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Consider those persons 
you want .to add to your present roster of friends, and make 
overtures m such directions. Take it easy. 

PISCES: (February >20 to March 20) Many situations occur in the 
outside world which will give you a chance to get ahead In a more 
modern way and to progress more easily. * 

Birthstone of December: Turquoise - Zircon 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Dim C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Orem kin 
5 taiterprets 
10 Dtoa 

14 Gkaaol 

15 Earth path 

16 CJbtton cor 

17 That and no 
more 

18 Make happen 

10 Dismounted 

20 Location phrase 

23 Sector 

24 USAFofla. 

£5 Live 

28 Largo port of 
the globe 

30 Winged mammal 

33 1Tb clear to me 

34 lovely 

as a tree" 

35 In uve maimer of 

36 Not In harmony 

40 Asian holiday 

41 Slone fragment 

42 Dtaokne 
persons 

43 tonga, vita 

brevis 

44 krone's right 
mind 

45 Cochise o r 
Gerenfcno 

47 Galahatfa tWe 

48 Proofreader's 
note 

49 Crossings 

55 Locale 

56 VS. airport 

57 HMnosi 

59 Castla barrier 

60 Signals 

81 Manfsone 

62 Poker fee 

63 Page 

64 Mr. Preminger 
DOWN 

1 Gomic OeLuiso 

2 Zenith 

3 Friencfiy 

4 More shodoy 

5 Knute of now 

6 Clear fee 
bla ck board 

7 Border 


*4 



OlHMTibm 
Aongn 


8 our 
fcfcsponsa) 

9 More tough 

10 Applauds 

11 Hawaiian dey 

12 Exclude 

13 Kettle's cougin 
^Angling gear 
22 Postal ton 

25 Lasso 

26 Organic 
oompoimd 

27 Rofipous grotm 

28 BaWwirvfe/ono 

29 Anfrna 

30 Etamermfu 

31 Trensflnta 
number 

32 Demi. 

W Famou, Davte 

uuui 

39 Choral work 
46 Swear to 

46 I.M. 

architect 


Pluria ■iktidA 



47 Aver 

j? fk«*y acta* 
4 ® MArnia 

50 Nifty 

51 PftrclQnbiie 


5? Rt 


55 D 
58 Vi 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


☆fr Due to weather condi- 
tions, the elections for the 
20th board of directors of the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce have been postponed 
until Wednesday, Dec. 7- 
1994. The elections were due 
to be held today (Monday) 
(Al Ra'i). 

☆☆ The 1995 budget for 
Jerash governorate totals 
JD47 million, of which JD37 
million are earmarked for 
capital spending and the rest 
for recurrent expenditure 
(Sawt A1 Shaab). 

ir£c Dr. Samir MaqdisL the 
debated president to the 
American University of 
Beirut, will deliver a lecture 
on "The Arab Economy in 
the Peace Era” at the au- 
ditorium of Abdul Hamid 
f. Shorn an Foundation in Jabal 
Amman. The lecture is sche- 
duled for Wednesday evening 
(Dec. 7) at 6 p.m. (AJ Ra'i). 

-A-fr Although tomatoe ex- 
ports to Israel are officially 
■continuing, the reality is 
altogether the opposite as no 
such exports are taking place 
since the siege on Gaza was 
lifted few days ago. Having 
exported only 22 tonnes of 
tomatoe since the first ship- 
ment on Nov. 14, Jordanians 
could not compete with the 
price Gazans were selling, 
their tomatoes. While Jordan 
sold its tomatoe for S2 
(JD1.4) a kilogramme, Israel 
cold boy a kilogramme of 
Gaza tomatoe for only 500 
fils. An official at the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisa- 
tion denied that Israel had 
asked to import garlic and 
onions' from Jordan and 
emphasised that tomatoe was 
the only product that Israel 
requested (A1 Dustour). 

AA 'Demand for gas cyliir- “ 
ders has eased and the prob- 
lem will be totally finished 
upon the arrival of 50,000 gas 
(Minders to the market over 
the coming few days. The 
price of a cylinder hill of gas 
has reached JD28 while the 
Dree fixed by the Ministry of 
Supply is only JD18.050. As 
for the price of gas, an official 
at the Jordan Petroleum Re- 
finery said there was abso- 
lutely no intention to raise 
the price of gas (A1 Dustour). 

4rA The minister of post and 
communications received a 
performance bond for the 
mobile telephone project and 
a JD7 million cheque for 
licensing fees for the project 
(AJ Aswaq). 

AA A Royal Decree has 
approved an amendment to 
the civil service regulations 
whereby a government em- 
ployee can obtain six years of 
unpaid leave instead of four 
years as the old regulations 
specified. Another amend- 
ment states that employees in 
the higher grade category will 
be appointed, relieved or 
their service terminated by a 
Cabinet decision to be issued 
under a Royal Decree (A1 
Aswaq). 

AA The volume of subscrip- 
ts ' in new shares and stocks 
at the primary market of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) surpassed all expecta- 
* tions by reaching a record 
JD418.859 million in the first 
10 months of the year com- 
pared to JD242.1 million for 
the whole of 1993 and JD59.6 
million in 1992. Subscription 
in new shares floated by ex- 
isting companies totalled 
JD151 million from January 
to October 1994 while new 
shares floated by newly 
established companies stood 
at JD253.4 million in the 
same period. Stocks and 
other debentures accounted 
for 3.7 per cent of the 
JD418.S59 million total (AI 
Aswaq). 

AA The Council of Minis- 
ters has authorised a cut in 
the sales tax on local marble 
and granite from 20 per cent 
to seven per cent (Al Ra'i) 

■ 

AA Spending on advertising 
in Jordan amounts to JD 13.3 
million a year (Al Aswaq). 

AA An agreement was 
reached to hold a Jorda- 
nian commercial exhibi- 
tion in the Eritrean capital 
of- Asmara in 1995 (Al 
Aswaq). 

Samir SbaSq Ghawi 


Tunisia expects to earn 
$1.3 billion from tourism 


TUNIS (R) — Toniaa'Si earn- 
ings from tourism in 1994 
have readied a record 976 
million dinars ($976 million), 
a 14 per cent jump, tourism 
ministry officials said Mon- 
day. 

They said the figure was 
for the period up to Oct. 10 
and full year earnings are 
expected to be around 1.3 
billion dinars ($1-3 billion) 


compared to 1993 revenue of 
1.113 billion dinars ($1,113 
million). 

■ 

Hotel room tenancy also 
hit a record level, with 24. 
550 million nights spent by 
tourists in Tunisia's establish- 
ments from Jan. 1 to Nov. 14, 
1994 against 21.923 million in 
the same previous-year 
period, the officials added. 
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Foreign Exchange Market S ummar y 
(November 28 - December 2, 1994) 

AMMAN — The dollar appreciated sharply against the 
mark and yen and marginally against sterling at the end of 
last week. It ended the week 1.25 per cent higher against the 
mark, 1.80 per cent higher against the yen and 0.13 per cent 
higher against sterling. 

The dollar rose at die beginning of the week against the 
mark and sterling while depredating marginally against the 
yen. The dollar's rise came on the back of a New York blue 
chip stock rally for the second consecutive day, as the Dow 
Jones industrial average rose by 31:29 points to reach 
3739_56. The donar also benefited from dealers' - expectations ’ 
that the Norwegian referendum might result in rejecting 
Norway’s joining the European Union.' 

The dollar continued its appreciation Tuesday on news 
that the U.S. consumer confidence index rose sharply by 12 
points to reach 101.3 per cent its highest level since July 
1990. Comments by the vice chairman of the Federal 
Reserve Bank, that the U.S. economy is witnessing strong 
growth, also contributed to the dollar's rise. 

The dollar dedined against sterling Wednesday, while 
stabilising against the yen and mark. Sterling's strength was | 
attributed to dealers' expectations that Bank of England 1 
might increase its short term interest rates soon. 

The dollar continued its decline against sterling Thursday, 
while it rose against the yen and mark. Most traders 
refrained from taking new positions ahead of U.S. employ- 
ment figures due next day. 

The dollar rose sharply against other major currencies at 
the end of the week. The dollar's appreciation was attributed 1 
to the release of U.S. November employment figures 
showing an increase of 350 thousand in Non-Farm Payrolls, 
compared to 164 thousand in October. The unemployment 
rate also 'declined to. 5.6 per cent compared to 5.8 per cent the 
previous month. Analysts indicated that these figures trig- 
gered traders' speculation that the FOMC might increase 
U.S. short-term interest rates during its meeting on Dec. 20, 
1994. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5800 marks, 
100.61 yen and at $1.5610 to sterling. 
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U-S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 
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Egyptian businessman] EU aims to 
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employs six Israeli 
agricultural experts 


Arab , Israeli business ties 


CAIRO (AFP) — Business- 
man Shenf Al Magharabi has 
no qualms about breaking 
taboos. While the rest of his 
colleagues refused to deal 

with Israel, he decided in 
1987a toi plant Israeli bana- 
nas in the Egyptian desert. 

“When you are a business- 
man, you have to break 
through the political and 
pscy ho logical barriers/* Mr. 
Magharabi explained. “You 
can't refuse to deal with 
somebody on the pretext that 
several years ago Mordehai 
and Mohammad used to 
shoot at each other.” 

The wealthy businessman's 
cooperation with the Jewish 
state began with a banana 
plantation of 168 hectares 
(415 acres) in the Nubareia 
desert between Cairo and 
Alexandria. 

aNow he employs six 
Israeli experts who are “very< 
well paid and speak perfect 
Arabic and English” on bis 
plantation which he has cal- 
led Boustan (Arabic for 
orchard). 

Apart from bananas 
Magharabi cultivates 840 hec- 
tares (2,075 acres) of citrus 
fruits, 110 hectares (272 
acres) of vines and 65 hec- 
tares (160 acres) of veget- 
ables. He has invested $30 
million in his land. 

“We signed a peace treaty 
and we are no longer ene- 
mies. Even our government 
uses their (Israel's) help in 
several industrial sectors.” 
said Mr. Magharabi, 45, in 
his comfortable and sound- 
proofed office in the centre of 
Cairo. 

“We went to Italy, Spam, 
Turkey, France, the United 
States and Morocco, but it 
was the Israelis who impress- 
ed us the most,” the 
elegantly-dressed business- 
man said. “They have access 
to everything the world can 
offer in agricultural know- 
how. But their biggest asset, is 
being able to plant in the- 
desert. In Egypt we have 


always cultivated fertile land - 
on the banks of the Nile." 

Israeli experts were “a 
natural choice,” Mr. Maghar- 
abi said. 

“The kings of the vine- 
growers are Italians but the ■ 
language barrier and their 
slackness makes an exchange 
of technology very difficult. 

“You have to face facts, 
the Israelis have access to 
information which nobody is 
supposed to export outride 
the country which came up 
with it. They get it from the 
Jewish diaspora, which gives 
them information to assuage 
their own feelings of guilt for 
not going to live in Israel,” he 
said. 

In early stages of the 
plantation, the Israeli experts 
followed precise instructions 
from their government. 

“For security reasons they 
were forbidden from staying 
on the ground floor, and they 
could not stay in a hotel 
which had less than three 
stars,” Mr. Magharabi 
said. 

They could not sleep at the 
plantation even though their 
relationship with agricultural 
workers there were “excel- 
lent/' he said. They also had 
to “stay viable all the time so 
the authorities could not ac- 
cuse them of taking part in 
anay shady activities.'] 

Mr. Magharabi said his 
own government had never 
condemned him for his col- 
laboration with Israel. 

“On the contrary I have 
lost count of the number of 
people, from the government 
or others, who ask us for 
information given by 'the 
Israelis or to recommend 
them an expert,” he said. 

The banana-planter is opti- 
mistic about the future and 
believes one day Israel will 
have ot buy certain products 
from Egypt like strawberries 
and green beans, ‘.‘which re- 
quire a huge amount of hu- 
man labour and which are 
very expensive in Israel.” 


CAIRO (AFP) —The Euro- 
pean (EU) is aiming to help, 
forge closer business ties be- 
tween Israel and some of its 
Arab neighbours in a three- 
day conference opening here 
Tuesday. 

Some 1,200 companies 
from Israel, Egypt, Jordan 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
territories as well as the EU 
will attend the forum. “Euro- 
pean Union -Middle East 
Partnership” which lasts until 
Wednesday. 

“After peace is achieved, 
the future of the Middle East 
depends on the ability of the 
countries in the region to 
cooperate and do business,” 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Mussa’s political advisor 
Nabil Fahmy said. 

“Cooperation between 
small and middle sized ven- 
tures is very important in our 
region as large scale projects 
are rare,” be said after a 
preparatory meeting for the 
forum on Wednesday. 

The conference .follows a 
ground-breaking summit held 


m late October in, Casablanca 
where beads of government, 
ministers and businessmen 
from the Arab countries and. 
Israel discussed economic., 
cooperation. 

The European Commis- 
sion delegation's head, 
Michael McGeever, . said: . 
“The idea was to do some- 
thing different from political 
meetings, and to pvt those 

concerned in direct contact so 
they understand cacti others' 
..needs.” . . . .. 

Ten Egyptian ministers will 
. attend the forum along with 
; Israeli Trade, and Industry 
Minister Micha Harisch and 
four members of the Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority .in- 
cluding Nabil Shaath, “minis- 
ter 9 " for international coop- 
eration.” 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Turkey and the 
United States -will attend the 
confer e nce as “visit o rs.*’ 

Egypt wiH have the largest 
representation 1 with 137 
firms, followed by Israel with 
207, the Palestinians with 68, 


*7| m r\ 

ess ties 3 

?y* 

and Jordan 48. 

Alongside the European^ 1 
small and middle sized varn.n 
tores, giant groups like Ger- 
many's Daimler-Benz andh>/ 
.Italy's Benetton win also be t:? 
sending a delegation. 

The meeting win aim to 
supply information and d aid 
considered “difficult to ac^J 1 
quire” on maximising buri- 
ness opportunities. L ->. 

Development projects fcs'ix*- 
the Palestinian self-rule areas'.:-:* 
of Gaza and Jericho were the y <*. 
“most pressing” concerns ber*" 
cause of the desperate lack tkffi 
in fr ast r ucture -in the t eiiito fr L 
ies, the organisers said. ___ 
Helping the Palestinian^ 7) 
export goods and set in piaCb-~ 
a basic infrastructure for , 
sewerage,, communications^ ^ 
hospitals and schools werfe*: 4 
the areas of greatest potential . 
for cooperation between the 
Palestinians, the EU and / ^ 
Arab countries. ' c “~ 

The meeting will also look ;/ 
at ways of intensifying re^‘ 
gional integration mainly id ^ 
tourism and water resources;"'/” 


:.*j” 


Europe strongest magnet 
for U.S. business investment 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Europe attracted the lion's 
share of U.S. business invest- 
ment in 1993, according to a 
study published by consulting 
firm Ernst and Young. ' 

Canada and Mexico were 
the next most popular coun- 
tries for the 380 U.S. 
businesses who announced 
709 investments in nearly 60 . 
foreign countries -that year; 
the study said. 

Europe. drew nearly two- 
thirds of the investment pro- 
jects, or 434, in 1993. 

Britain led the pack with 
136 projects, due hugely to a 
very favourable exchange 
rate. 

■France was runner-up, 
sating . 71 projects — a 34 


per cent increase — because 
of “France's strategic loca- 
tion on the continent, its in- 
frastructure, and welcoming 
attidne,” - Ernst and Young 
said. 

Germany ranked third in 
Europe with 34 projects,; and 
fifth worldwide behind Cana- 
da, with 47, and Mexico, with 
38. 

Mexico has benefited from 
the implementation of the 
North America Free Trade 
Agreement * lowering trade 
barriers among the three 
neighbours, but investments 
in Canada, plunged 45 per 
cent, the steepest decline 
found in the study. 

New market openings also 
beckoned U.S. business in- 
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vestment 
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vestment: India's 34 projects 
-in 3993 put it on a par with **■” 
Germany. . “ 

Member nations, of 
European free-trade zone* — 
Austria, Finland, , Norway • 
and Sweden — and future 
members of the European '-*ri 
Union for the first time *^ r 
attracted - significant invest- <o r 
meats. .rL> 

In Asia, U.S. investments'-: - T - 
retreated m 1993 to 21 perT- 
cent, down a point from »>C? 
year earlier. Sixty-one per'- A 
cent of the projects in the ”»-£ 
region were joint ventures ■:> 
because of “the wide East- 
West cultural, regulatory and 1 
economic differences,” said.'' 
Brian Miller of the New York. I 1 ** 
consulting firm. '-i* 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, fiats, and building lots 


Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 




TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly ■ 

From 9.00 PJ4 
Except Tuesday closed 

.Long 
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CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogollan Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
TeL: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12 M - 3£0 jul 

&»- Mktmgbt 

Air Conditioned Hall 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Grcte, Jabal Amman, near 
AhByyah Girls . Schools 




Shat /tMab.SM 
Urn UMWi Commercial Canto 

TeL: S81174 ■ 

Cmc Tested Alww yr Leud 



STUDIO HAIG 

B 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO photo 
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Shmeisani Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


•. Superior Hotel Services for 

Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

• Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks - 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


l>ihai A I Weh.k-ii/ l 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Etesst Cooking, 
Best Service, 

i Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghoar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11*0 p.m. 
TeU 881838 


The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! ' 
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Restaurant 

Italian * Med ( urine 


Set'll IV6 
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FOR PARTIES a 
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
_ Open Daily 
Disco Thursdays 
Burgers * Pizzas Daffy 


It's funta&t/c 

Ltcihts 

fa 


<k ■ II v - 1 1 M M 
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FOR RENT 


Deluxe VQIas 
& Apartmaits 

in Amman 


for : • uijfd'is plcooe call 

a 




Suwaifiah Tel. 827105 
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Sports 


Sweden clinch 5th Davis Cup I Holland 


MOSCOW l AFP) — Sweden 

completed their Davis Cup 

final victory with a 4-1 

scoreline Sunday, after shar- 

> ing the day’s honours with 

Russia. 

■ 

The Swedes had sealed 
already the 1994 title Satur- 

- day. when they added the 
doubles rubber to their two 

" ■ singles wins Friday for an. 

■ invincible 3-0 lead.’ 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov res- 
■ tored some of Russia’s lost 

- pride when he beat Stefan 
Edberg in Sunday’s first dead 

• singles rubber. The talented 
„ - 30-year-old came back from a 

- . set down to win 4-6. 6-4. 6-0. 

But Magnus Larsson later 
- added a fourth match victory 
for die Swedes when he over- 
. powered Alexander Volkov 
; 7-6 (7/4). 6-4. 

When Sweden won the 
Davis Cup for a fifth time 
. retiring captain John Anders 
, Sjogren said he hoped it 
would inspire Swedish 
youngsters to start playing 
tennis again. 

Sweden, who dominated 
. world tennis in the Bjom 
Borg and Mats Wilander eras 
and who won the trophv in 
’ 1975. 1984, 1985 and 1987, 
, clinched the final when Jonas 
Bjorkman and Jan Appel 
won the doubles. 

The newly-crowned world 
doubles champions beat 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and 
Andrei Olhovskiy 6-7. 6-3, 
6-3, 1-6, 8-6. 

Both of Friday’s singles 
matches had also gone to five sets. 

■ - with former world number- 

one Stefan Edberg beating 
Alexander Volkov 6-4, 6-2, 
6-7 (2-7). 0-6. 8-6 after saving 
a match point, and teammate 
Magnus Larsson finally de- 
feating Yeveenv Kafelnikov 
6-0, 6-2, 3-6, 2-6. 6-3. 

“This result is very impor- 
tant for Swedish tennis,” said 
Sjogren, “and I hope young 
kids will start to play again.” 

“It’s been a team victory 
and I’m just the captain. 
We’ve been lucky to win this 
; match and it’s been an unbe- 

■ lievable experience for me. 

! “I he team is a classic 
; Swedish team with spirit and 

■ we have got two new mem- 
bers in Jan Apell and Jonas 

! Bjorkman who did a good 
; job. They are hungry for suc- 

• cess.” 

• Sjogren, who was chaired 





leads in 


Chess 


Olympiad 


MOSCOW (AP) — Holland 
took the lead Saturday in the 


31st Chess Olympiad, defeat- 
ing France 4-0 to move up to 
a score of 11/12 on die third 
day of the competition. 

Jan Timman, a former 
candidate for the World 
Chess Championship, defe- 
ated the top French player 
Joel Lautier on the top 
board. 

Pre-tournament favourites 
Russia, again omitting world 
champion Garry Kasparov, 
still managed a 3-1 victory 
over Turkmenistan. The vic- 
tory takes Russia to equal 
third place with 9.5 out of 12. 

The leader going into 
morning play. Lithuania, was 
defeated by Yugoslavia 2-5- 
1.5 and dropped back to 
equal third place. 

The U.S. team was paired 
against Finland, but after six 
hours play was only 2-1 up 
with one game to finish. 


Russia’s Yevgeny Kafelnikov 


around the court by his ex- 
cited players after the vic- 
tory, admitted that luck had 
played a part in Sweden's 
victory, and said he never 
expected the final to be de- 
cided in two days. But he 
claimed that lack of experi- 
ence had also been a reason 
for the Russian failure. 

“My team played the im- 
portant points better,” he 
said. 

Edberg, 2S and playing his 
seventh final, said: "This was 
a great experience, especially 
how the matches went. It 
reminds me of our first win 
against the United States. I 
hope it won't be my last and 
that next year will be another 
good year.” 

Jan Apell felt saving three 
break points against him in 
the fifth game of the final set 
was the key point in the 
match which gave them the 
3-0 winnins lead. 


“In 1984 I saw the Davis 
Cup final on television when 
we beat the States, and it was 
a great incentive.” he said. 

A disappointed Russian 
captain Vadim Borisov said 
there was a fine line between 


success and failure during all 
of the games. 

“All three matches were 
decided by just one or two 
points,” he said. 

Borisov’s top player 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, whose 
final volley landed out to give 
Bjorkman and Appel their 
win, showed his dejection by 
sitting throughout the post- 
match press conference with 
his head in his bands. 

The 20- year-old, whose has 
risen from outside the top- 
100 to eleventh in the rank- 
ings after a hugely successful 
season, rarely looked up to 1 
answer, but he said through 
an interpreter: “We lacked 
luck and experience, but I 
hope we will have another 
chance at a Davis Cup final.” 
Kafelnikov agreed that the 
defeat had been due to “inex- 
perience in dealing with 
pressure at this level of Davis 
Cup competition.” 

“It was very difficult to 
play in a crowded stadium 
where everyone was willing 
us to win. The pressure the 
crowd placed on us was some 
150 times greater than that 
they placed on the Swedish 
« team/ 


Jansher 


wins 61st 


title 


DOHA (R) — World cham- 
pion Jansher Khan won his 
6l5t title on the world tour by 
beating Rodney Eyles 15-5 
15-7 15-2 in the final of the 
Qatar International Satur- 
day. 

There were several 
eyeball-to-eyeball confronta- 
tions between the two, with 
Jansher insisting he should 
get penalty strokes for the 
Australian's blocking in mid- 
coun and Eyles insisting that 
the world champion was pick- 
ing up double bounces. 

The world champion 
claimed his performance was 
the best of his career — 
perhaps because he had over- 
whelmed the official world 
number four almost to the 
point of humiliation. 
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omputer technology is advancing at a spectacular 
pace. Today’s system becomes obsolete before 
vou really have the chance to use it. 

4 m 

Investing in today’s technology 
\K|\, % is a liability ... that could turn into an 
% asset only if you can buy tomorrow’s 
ooVj ^ \ technology 1 today. This is why we 

% have just introduced the new 

Pentium Processor at 486 prices. 
From Dell comes OptiPlex 560/L at a 
^ ^ special launching price of 1 ,980 JD, This high- 
i 1 performance processor combines speed, net- 
^4 workability and expandability to meet your 
1 . I ■ , most demanding business applications. With a 

— wider 64-bir external data 
! bus and faster processing 



r to 

■ ■» * 


9 i speeds, this Pentium out- 

classes the 486 processor in every way. 

Invest in die future today? Get the Pentium Processor from Dell now, only the price is obsolete. 
To know more about this incredible offer, please call our Computer Department at 624907. 


Ram 


Video 


Expansion Stole 


Monitor 


PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

60MHZ ' _ _ : ' U 

SMB / 

3.5" 1.44MB 

. Standard. 256KB ■ . 'tv- -'-i ^ 

1024X768, 256 Colors'. 72 Hz ' ’ 

I MB Standard.. T&Mz 

Three: Two ISA, One PQ/ISA Shared _ 

Two Serial. One Parallel, One fcyb o atd,, O ne 
14’ SVGA 10241 Color I 
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SCIENTIFIC & MEDICALS 

Tel 962 (6) 624907. Fax 962 (6) 628258 
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Jordan Cup semifinals 


Tomba 

makes 


kick off today 


* ^ 

By Aleen B an na y an 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The top four 
qualifying teams in the Jor- 


dan Cup bean their quest 
for the title Monday when 


for the title Monday when 
the first leg of the semifinal 
round kicks off with AJ 
Faisali faring A1 Hussein in 
Amman, and Ai Ramtha 
meeting AJ Arab! in Irbid. 

The winners of the two- 


ings when the competition 
resumes on Dec. 8. 

Unlike other seasons, the 
Kingdom's most successful 
soccer team has only won 
s the 1994 Cup Winner’s 
\ Cup. 

\ In 1993, Al Faisali ctin^ 
,’ched the first division, the 


Jordan Cup and the Cup 
Winner’s Cup, and in 1992 


leg semifinal will play in the 
final for tbe Kinedom’s 


final for tbe Kingdom’s 
second most important soc- 
cer tide after the First Divi- 
sion crown. 

The knockout competi- 
tion had begun on Nov. 13 
with 28 first . and second 
division teams divided into 
two groups. AH first divi- 
sion teams except for lowly 
Al Karmel suvived the first 
and second rounds. 

In the quarterfinals, Al 
Hussein beat Ai Jazireh 2-0 
while Al Faisali eliminated 
Al Wihdat 3-2 in group 1. 
AI Arabi knocked out 
Kufrsoum 1-0 and AI 
Ramtha beat Al Ahli 1-0 in 
Group 2. 

Only five teams have 
won the title since the com- 
petition was initiated in 
1980: Al Faisali have clin- 
ched the title seven times, 
Al Wihdai three times, Al 
Ramtha twice, and Al 
Jazireh- and Arabi once 
each. 

Titleholders Al Faisali 
are aiming to win their re- 
cord eighth Jordan Cup ti- 
tle. 

Although the team has bad 
its ups and downs this sea- 
son, Al Faisali finished the 
first leg of the First Divi- 
sion in third place, and 
hope to advance that stand- 


winner’s Cup, and in 1992 
they won the Jordan Cup, 
the Shield and the First 
Division. 

Al Hussein, who are in 
second place in the First 
Division and are the top 
scoring team so far, are 
eager to add the *94 Jordan 
Cup to the Federation 
Shield title which they won 
by defeating Al Faisali to 
clinch their first major title. 
The team's only other best 
achievement was finishing 
second in the First Division 
in 1990 and 1992. 

Al Ramtha who are 
fourth in the First Division 
have a good chance of 
reaching the final and have 
maintained a relatively 
consistent form this season. 
They won the Jordan Cup 


in 1990 and 1991 and last 
won the Federation Shield 
in 1993. 

Al Arabi hope to repeat 
their 1986 Jordan Cup suc- 
cess when they overcame 
AJ Jazireb 1-0 to win their 
first major title. On their 
way to the final, AI Arabi 
had then eliminated Al 
Faisali. AI Ramtha and A! 
Hussein. Al Arabi had also 
reached the semifinal in the 
1990 season but were 
knocked out by Al Hus- 
sein. 

Tbe biggest upset of this 
year’s Jordan Cup was rhe 
elimination of current First 
Division leaders Al Wihdat 
whose last major title was 
tbe Cup Winner’s Cup in 
1992. 

Kufrsoum, a newcomer 
to the first division, had 
also hoped to make a good i 
impression after some sur- 
prising results in the First 
Division. However they 1 
were knocked out hv AI 
Arabi, so were Al Ahli who had aa 
easy way to the semifin- 
al but later lost to Al 
Ramtha. 


impressive 

start 


JORDAN CUP RECORD 


1980 Faisali 

1981 I Faisali 

ig82 Wihdat 

1983 Faisali 

1984 Jazireh 

1985 Widhat 

1986 Arabi 

1987 Faisali 

1988 Wihdai 

1989 Faisali 

1990 Ramtha 

1991 Ramtha 

1992 Faisali 

1993 Faisali 


awks end Orlando’s winning streak 


ATLANTA (R) — Jon Kon- 
cack made a .jumper, a free 
throw and a key defensive 
play down the stretph as the 
Atlanta Hawks ended the 
Orlando Magic's dub-record 
nine-game winning streak 
Saturday. 

Stacey Augmon scored 21 
points for the Hawks, who 
erased a seven-point deficit in 
tbe final four minutes to win 
107-105. 

“We need to play like this 
every night,” said Augman 
whose last jumper tied the 
score at 105-105. 

O’Neal had 27 points and 
15 rebounds and Anfernee 
Hardaway added 26 points 
for the Nfagic, who were held 


scoreless in the final 1:44. 

In Los Angeles, the winless 
Clippers fell to 0-15, equall- 
ing the second-worst start in 
NBA history with a 103-95 
loss to the Minnesota Tim- 
be rwo Ives. 

The Clippers are just two 
losses shy of the all-time re- 
cord for most losses atfo e t 
start of a season, set fi^The * 
expansion Miami Sight Ah. .* 
1988. 73 C - 

At Detroit, rookie Grant 
Hill scored four of his 19 
points during an 11-0 third- 
quarter run that broke open 
the game as the Pistons hand- 
ed the Phoenix Suns a 107-97 
defeat. 

Charles Barkley led the 


Suns with 20 points and 13 
rebounds. 

In New York, Charles 
Smith scored 23 points and 
Anthony Mason added a 
season-high 22 as the Knicks 
rebounded from their worst 
loss of tbe season with a 
113-95 victory over the 
"Washington Bullets. 

— -The Knicks, who have 11 
■sfcmghvwins over Washing- 
ton, were coming off a 125- 
100 rout at the hands of 
Orlando. 

In Chicago. Scottie Pip pen 
scored 26 points to lead the 
Bulls to a 125-109 victory 
over the Boston Celtics. 

Pippen, who hit ll-of-15 
shots from the field, scored 
16 points in the fiist half. 


The German Speaking Ladies 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 


supported by Lufthansa 


BUILDING TO LET 

ATABDOUN RESIDENTIAL AREA 


will be on Friday 9 th Dec. 1994 
from 11:00 am. to $:00p.m. 

at the Amman Marriott Hotel . 

Entry fee 1 JD, Children free 


FOR RENt j^iJU 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

*Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 


The building consists of 5 housing units: (2) 
duplex-villa, (2) flats, (1) roof. To be let as one 
lot or partly, furnished or unfurnished. All units 
are deluxe finishing, fitted with mahogany 
kitchens, floor marble, separate boiler for each, 
garages,. ..etc. (Built area 1400m 2 ). 

Contact owner Tel.: 864834, 691737 

Fax: 814619 


FOR SALE 


ARE YOU 


ASHAMED OF 


BUS NISSAN 1985, 13 SEATS, DUTY UNPAID 
MILEAGE: 200.000 KM , PRICE 2000 JD - * 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: CONTACT- ■ 

826830 - 826846 

FROM 8.00 A.M TO 2.00 P.M 


OUR ENGLISH. 


A good command of Fnglish can ensure your success! It can 
improve your chances of promotion - get you a better job - 
increase your earning power and enhance your social life. You 
can acquire it quickly and easily. 

Why You Can Ba Successful 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN MAH HIRSCH 
«i«Q Tatat Mm Sm— , 


SCRIPTED IN HOLLYWOOD 


First-class home- 
study course - 
cSrect from England 

Spoken English on ^ . , . . - - 

cassette tapes meetings and produce the minutes. You 

^ are shown how to punctuate, improve 

Dfptoma in your spelling and develop your 

Business English vocabulary. Grammar is made easy! The 

Specialist tutors result - you leant how to write and speak 

_ .. _ _ correct English. 

1 month Free Trial If you would like lull details of this 

Study at your own specialist training - including proof of 
pace success by former students - send the 

coupon NOW. No cosl No obligation. 
Details FREE. 

Never again need yen feel ashamed of your English. 


Your training has been specially written 
for DeODle whose mother toneme is nnr 


for people whose mother tongue is not 
English. You receive full tuition in the 
English language. You learn bow to write 


business letters, reports, memos, conduct 
meetinas and produce the minutes. You 




1 Other Names 


; BUSINESS TRAINING Dept BOX 1294, ! 

i 7 Date Street, Manchester, Ml 1JB, England. C.AC.C. Accredited, j 


East- West vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

♦ K 8 

t Q 7 8 3 
v K 9 

. *AKJ7 8 
WEST EAST 

♦A 9654 #0732 

£K 85 cXjfoj 

£ a 6 : J 8 7 

*853 443 

-SOUTH 

♦ J 10 
”92 

<• Q 10 5 4 3 2 
9 0 10 9 
Tbe (ridding; 

Ewt South W«t North 

S'* IS 

* — Weak 

Opening lead: Five of 4 
Four of ihe amtiteit'B top Btara. 
I^Sotoway of MiU CrefSrwJt 

TO? TeSf l !Lf ,,d ».^ rk Uif - Cm - 

Ifc* * win in 

_ B 2 *rd-«-Match Teem 

n, 151 ^ Faa Nortb An»r£S 
ChHMwnAipa in Seattle Thw 

hTr* * tauotei 

»» Jim Hell Minneapolis. Aa 


spired lend on this provided 

more than the winning margin. 

South'* wrak two-bid was sub- 
standard by moit criteria. North 

searched for came with aa aU- round 
fore* of twp no crump, then subaid- 
ed in three cHamunda South'* 

reow showed a minimum. 
Remember the adage: “Nmr 
away from mi ac^f Th* RaNx 
would h-we amended that W : "Nev- 

That certainly wan the crise 

'l eal ’ found the perfect 
Ume ta lead away from the are— 

dummy held the king and declarer 
^Tnaingly, dectamr 
PU^ed low from the table and Eaati 

El T Aftcr the are of 

S e £J ook th s ace ’ 

of b*an» and then exited with * 

SmS™* <kel " w « 

In an rffurt to regain lost ground, 
JKT lead in W 

the ninety 

and Jn defense wa* awn rnutiha 
■ , * f '* r tating » correct poeiiifo 




TIGNES, France (Agencies) 
— Alberto Tomba started his 
1994-95 campaign in impress, 
ive fashion by wnnnmg.tht 
first slalom of the man’s 
Alpine Skiing World . Clip 
Sunday. < 

Prevented from opening 
the season in front of Italia]) 
fans in Sestriere because of 
the lack, of snow across# the 
border, the Tomba burs 
back with two perfect rum to 
win in a combined time of 
1:41.84 in the French resort 
of Tignes. 

His victory, which left 
second placed Austrian 
Michael Tritscher more .than 
a second behind on 1:42,86, : 
crowned a perfect wedond 
for the three-time Olympic 
champion. \ 

Sweden's Thomas Fo£&k 
was third ini 1:43.03. 

If Tomba started the aep 
season the way he finished 
the previous one — fae.woa 
the final two slaloms of last 
season to bring his World 
Cup tally to 33 wins —-ibis 
mam rivals for the overall 
title. KjetS-Andre Aamqdtof 

Norway and Luxembqarg'^ 
Marc Girardelii were less tin- 1 
pressive. 

Third in Saturday’s giant, 
the Norwegian World -Cup 
holder was an average 
seventh in Sunday's slalom. 

Girardelii. a five-time 
World Cup winner, failed- to 
qualify for the second leg of 
Saturday's giant. He . just 
made it into the top 30 m tbe 
slalom Sunday. 

Eder ends 12-year drought 

In Vail, Colorado, Au- 
strian Sylvia Eder worr the 
opening super- giant slplom 
of the season Saturday, en- 
ding a victory drougth on the 
women's Alpine world s Cup 
circuit that had lasted more 
than 32 years. 

Edei’s time of lmin 
21.26secs was enough to bold 
off compatriot Veronika 
Stallmaier, who claimed 
second in 1:21.28. 

Switzerland’s Heidi Zeller- 
Bachler was third in 1:21.59 
and moved into first place in 
the overall standings with 1S9 
points. 

Eder, 29. still holds .the 
record as the youngest skier 
ever to win a women’s World. 
Cup race — a downhill in 
Badgastein. Austria, in 1982 
when she was just 16. 

“1 never gave up hope that 
I could win again,” she saL\ 
“It’s doubly nice to win in 
Vail because it’s my favourite 
place to ski.” . 
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Sheringham dents Newcastle’s hopes I OCA strips 11 Chinese of Asian Games medals 


LONDON (AFP) — Teddy 
Sheringham hit a hat-trick as 
Tottenham dented Newcas- 
tle’s Premiership tide, hopes 
with a 4-2 victory at White 
Hart Lane here Saturday to 
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U streak 


v ' ' h*. give new manager Gerry 
t ’-' Francis his fust victory since 

. ...^.-3 taking over from Ossie 
^ Aid ties three weeks ago. 

S r The England striker also 

1 >. made the fourth for Roma- 

i . ' ‘ man Gheorghe Popescu after 

■ ■ Rnel Fox had twice equalised 
' !n j in the first-half for the third- 

v:v’ r ' r ^>i placed Geordies. 

:■( ' tf S' But Newcastle manager 

•hr ^ c Kevin Keegan warned critics 
" 1 a ;^ (i not to write off his injury-hit 
.. - team’s Premiership title 

' ^"^^■diances after a run of five 
tf itv matches without a win, 

■ saying: 

. 1 «. ’’Don’t suggest to me that 
£ our chance of the title is 
' P*”® 10 disappear* I think 

' :r.j ^ quite the opposite. And you 
certainly don’t want another 
.. Manchester United- 

1 -Blackburn two-horse race. 

. The championship needs a 

, , Newcastle in there.” 

i '*JTQ. Leaders Blackburn and 

A . ,: * ^ . second-placed Manchester 
- ■ United both won to pile on 

. v i^v the misery for Newcastle. 

Mark Atkins, Jason Wilcox 
"v vifc and Alan Shearer, with his 
. , k'i-I7th goal of the season, net- 
1 : ''-rested for Blackburn, who 
^ Lq_ ' bounced back from their mid- 

week League Cup defeat by 
1 Liverpool with a 3-0 win over 
' iflojs, Wimbledon at Selhurst Park. 
, N Eric Cantona’s eighth 

' * a? strike of the season brought 
‘ Manchester United a 1-0 vic- 

* over Norwich at Old 

” : n /Trafford, where Alex Feigu- 

: Jo ion’s men have now won 11 

v i a— r of their last 12 games without 

- ■ conceding a goal. 

" '.-irt But victory came at a cost 
: »ii r t - n( i s p M United manager Alex Fer- 
■^juson revealed that Andrei 
' fanchefckis has been added 

' • \ ^ ^ b die list of players in danger 
■ •-?«:. jk. of missing Wednesday’s 
: ^j-fiaropean Champions’ 

^ League dash against Galata- 
■. aray. 

■ - • Fourth-placed Liverpool 

- - ' ^ were held at a 1-1 draw at 


Coventry, for whom Sean 
Flynn claimed a 57th-minute 
equaliser after Ian Rush, a 
hat-trick scorer in the mid- 
week clash with Blackburn, 
had put the Reds ahead after 
only minutes. 

Nottingham Forest remain 
fifth despite being held to a 
2-2 draw as Arsenal — with- 
out seven internatio nals — 


equalised three minutes be- 
fore die break before Edgar 
Schmit earned Karlsruhe the 
lead. Manfred Bender en- 
sured a convincing win with 
his 86th minute effort. 

Borussia Moenchenglad- 
bach also took advantage of 
Bremen’s loss to draw level 
on 23 points with them. 
Moenchengladbach won 4-2 


fi China promises to punish Hiroshima drug-takers 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


proved their spirit remains 
mtact, despite die Paul Mer- 
son drugs scandal and allega- 
tions of transfer skulldug- 
genr. 

Chris Bart-Williams 
brought Sheffield Wednesday 
a 1-0 win over Crystal Palace 
at Hfllsboiough, where for- 
mer England star Chris Wad- 
dle appeared as a second-half 
substitute after nine months 
out through injury. 

Paul Furlong, back after 
seven matches out with ham- 
string trouble, scored a last- 
gasp winner as Chelesea won 
1-0 at Southampton. Gany 
Flitcroft and Uwe Rosier 
earned Manchester City a 2-1 
win at bottom dub Ipswich, 
whose scorer was Paul 
Mason. 

Dortmund cruise to three- 
point lead 

In Bonn, Borussia Dort- 
mund's Karlheinz Riedle 
■ took advantage of Werder 
Bremen’s slip to forge a 
three-point gap at the top of 
the German Bundesliga. 

The former Lazio striker 
scored on the stroke of half- 
time against bottom club 
MSV Duisburg for a 1-0 
home win on Friday. 

Bremen had the chance to 
restore the status quo with an 
away win at Karlsruhe Satur- 
day and Andreas Herzog 
kept them on course with a 
24th minute opener. 

But Thomas Haessler 


at Stuttgart on Saturday with 
goals from Heiko Herrtich, 
Jorg Neun, Martin Dahlin 
and Holger Fach. 

Kaiserslautern are a point 
behind Moenchengladbach in 
fourth after their 1-1 draw 
with Munich 1860 Friday. 

Freiburg’s Uwe Speiss and 
Argentinian Rodolfo Cardo- 
so earned a 24) away win at 
Bayer -Uerdingen for fifth 
spot. 

Sixth-placed Bayern 
Munich beat Dynamo Dres- 
den 2-1 Saturday without 
skipper Lothar Matthaus who 
was suspended for one match 
and fined 25,000 (116,000) 
Wednesday for accusing a re- 
feree of corruption after a 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Eleven Chinese competitors 
in October’s Asian Games, 
where China captured 137 
gold medals, were stripped of 
their medals on Saturday af- 
ter testing positive for drug?, 
the Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) said. 

Two of those named, 
swimmers Lu Bin and Xiong 
Guoming, each won four 
gold medals at the games. 

An OCA statement said 
urine samples of the 11 com- 
petitors all showed traces of 
dehydrotestosterone, DHT, 
a drug banned by the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC). 

“The OCA president de- 
cided that article 73 of the 
OCA constitution and rules 
be applied to all the 11 
Chinese athletes whereby all 


honours and medals won by 
them during the XII Asian 
Games held in Hiroshima be 
withdrawn," the statement 
by the Kuwait-based OCA 
said. 

In the first reaction from 
China, the Xinhua News 
Agency quoted a Chinese 
Olympic Committee state- 
ment as saying a special panel 
had been formed to launch an 
investigation and impose “se- 
vere punishment." 

“The associations con- 
cerned are going to make a 
thorough investigation of the 
cases as quick as possible and 
take actions against the 
athletes tested positive and 
others concerned,” COC 
officials were quoted as 
saying by the Xinhua news 
agency. 


The committee published a 
list of the disgraced athletes, 
who included six men and 
five women. Seven won gold 
medals at the games, another 
three won silver medals and 
one won a bronze. 

Xinhua also for the first 
time named the 11 athletes as 
swimmers Hu Bin, Xiong 
Guoming, Fu Yong, Zhang 
Bin, Lu Bin, Zhou Guanbin 
and Yang Aihua, hurdler 
Han Qing. canoeists Zhang 
Lei and Qiu Suoren, and 
cyclist Wang Yan. 

China’s world 400 metres 
freestyle champion Yang 
Aihua. one of the 11, had 
already been banned last 
month after testing positive 
for excessive levels of restos- 
terene. 

Chinese officials said then 


Yang's action was an indi- 
vidual deed and denied 
charges that .it conducted sys- 
tematic drug taking. 

The statement said OCA 
president Sheikh Ahmad Al- 
Fahd A1 Sabah asked the 
council's medical committee 
to study the case further. It 
did not elaborate. 

“The OCA will continue to 
strive for drug-free sports and 
wiU do all in its power to join 
hands with all sports orga- 
nisations to achieve this 
aim,” the statement said. 

The IOC issued a state- 
ment welcoming the attitude 
of Chinese sports authorities 
during the affair. 

“They have collaborated 
folly with the international 
bodies at all stages of the 
procedure, they have clearly 


informed the IOC of their 
intention to seek out and 
sanction the true culprits." 

Xinhua said the COC “has 
long opposed the use of ban- 
ned substance in competitive 
sports and supported the pro- 
visions of the International 
Olympic Committee and in- 
ternational sports organisa- 
tions.” 

The COC statement said: 
“It is clear to all that die 
excellent performances of 
most Chinese athletes were 
achieved through long-term, 
hard and scientific training. 
Although the positive results 
are the acts of individuals, 
COC took the matter serious- 
ly and has requested every 
individual sport association 
to strengthen the rules 
against the use of drugs.” 


Sweden dominates sprint swimming Biair leads World Cup sprint 


league match. 
Christian I 


Christian Ziege scored 
twice in a three minute spell 
after the break to give the 
Munich side a little cheer 
after an unhappy couple of 
weeks. Bayern lost 1-0 last 
month in the European 
Champions League to Paris 
Saint Germain in the Olym- 
pic Stadium leaving their 

a ’ acation for the quarter- 
in doubt. 

Real, Dcportivo 
held to draws 

In Madrid, Spanish first 
division pacesetters Real 
Madrid and Deportivo La 
Coruna had to be satisfied 
with a share of the points in 
their away Saturday league 
matches when they both 
scored 1-1 draws. 


STAVANGER, Norway (R) 
— Sweden claimed a world- 
best relay mark and shared 
honours with Germany with 
three tides apiece on the first 
day of die European Sprint 
Swimming Championships 
Saturday. 

Fourteen-year-old Emma 
Igelstroem in the women’s 50 
metres breakstroke and 
teammate Jonas Akesson in 
die men’s 50 butterfly put 
Sweden on the golden trail 
before the men’s 4x50 frees- 
tyle relay team closed the day 
with their world mark. 

SandTa Voelker retained 
her 50 metres freestyle tide 
and Jirka Letzin won the 
men’s 50 backstroke to claim 
individual golds for Germany 
before Voelker led off the 
victorious German women’s 
4x50 metres medley relay 
Squad. 

Zsolt Hegmegi, Lars-Ove 
Jansson, Joaltim Holmqvist 
and Paer Lindstroem clocked 
one minute 27.62 seconds to 
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shave 0.32 seconds from the 
world-best mark set by 
another Swedish quartet — 
Lindstroem, Goran Titus, 
Holmqvist mid Peter Parlklo 
— in Espoo, Finland, in 
November 1992 at the Euro- 
pean Sprint Championships. 

Holmqvist inspired the vic- 
tory, overhauling Germany’s 
Torsten Spanneberg on the 
third leg of the race with a 
mighty turn of pace. 

Denislav Kalcfaev of Bul- 
garia prevented a title sweep 
by the Swedes and Germans 
with victory in the opening 
men’s 100 metres individual 
medley in which defending 
champion Ron Dekker of the 
Netherlands was disqualified. 

The two-day meeting has 
attracted only about 110 
swimmers from 20 nations. 
Most major competitors, 
such as world champions Ale- 


xander Popov and Franziska 
Van Almsick, have stayed 
away. 

Recent disclosures that 
seven swimmers were among 
11 Chinese competitors re- 
ported to have returned posi- 
tive dope tests at the Asian 
Games have inevitably cast a 
shadow over the swimming 
world. 

This has not affected entry 
numbers here, but only two 
individual medallist from 
September's World Cham- 
pionships in Rome are here 
and one of them — 50 metres 
freestyle silver medallist 
Natalia Mesheryakova — 
failed to make the semifinals 
in her event Saturday. 

By contrast, Voelker, who 
always performs well at the 
sprint championships, rose to 
the occasion again in the SO 
freestyle. 


OBIHIRO, Japan (AFP) — 
American speed skater Bon- 
nie Blair made a dream start 
to her final season, winning 
three of the four World Cup 
races which ended here Sun- 
day. 

Blair, the winner of five 
Olympic gold medals, 
coasted to easy victories in 
both 500m races and one of 
the 1,000m events. She bad 
been denied a clean sweep by 
finishing third in the other 
1,000m on Saturday. 

“This will be my last sea- 
son,” Blair repeated as 
numerous reporters asked 
the same question. 

“HI be finished. I’ll be sad 
to walk away from the com- 
petition, but I’ll definitely al- 
ways stay involved in the 
sport that has brought happi- 
ness to my life,” she said. 

As her closest rival. Ye 
Qiaobo of China, retired af- 


ter the Lillehammer Olym- 
pics, Blair never faced a se- 
rious challenge in her 
favourite 500m event, which 
she dominated in the pre- 
vious three Winter Games. 

The American, world re- 
cord holder with 39.10sec at 
the distance, clocked 41.03 
on Sunday, enough to beat 
Japan’s Kyoko Shimazaki by 
O.lOsec and Oksana Ravilova 
of Russia by 0.24sec. 

She went on to win the 
1.000m race in 1:22.78, well 
dear of Ravilova in 1:23.70 
and Monique Garbrecht of 
Germany in 1:23.81. 

Blair leads the overall 
standings with perfect 80 
points in the 500m and 70 
points in the 1,000m, fol- 
lowed by Lillehammer Olym- 
pic bronze medallist Franzis- 
ka Schenk of Germany with 
60 in both tables. 
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Qnema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Robert Bedford & Demi Moore — in 

Indecent Proposal 

Shews: 1230. 3:30. 6:15. &30. 10^0 


Gnema 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


David Bradley 
In 

Cyborg Cop 

Shows: 1130. 330. 5K». 6JO. 8J0. 10:30 


Tel.: 677420 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


CONCORD 


CONCORD *1’ 

The Age of Innocence 

Shows: 1230. 3 JO. 600 . 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Tom Hanks — in 

Sleepless in Seattle 

Shows: 3:15. 5:00 


very soon 

Musa H ^jimn (Suma’h) 
in political satire 
Hi... Citizen 

CHILDREN’S PLAY 
Water Is A Blessing From 

Heaven 

Time 10:00 am. 


TeL: 675571 

NaM Al Wtoshtnl Theatre 

Thursday.. .Thursday 

1.12.1994 

You have a date with Abu Awad at 
the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 

A Punctured Bag 
(Qirbeb Makhzouqa) 

Ticket window is open all day 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 62S15S 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al SaKam Ya Salam 

Daily at 8:30 

Saturday & Sunday Is the 
theatre’s holiday. 

In English next 
Saturday and Sunday 
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Lebanese politicians trade 
charges in widening scandal 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese politicians are hurl- 
ing accusations of corruption 
at each other in a blazing row 
over billionaire Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik A) Hariri's decision 
to resign. 

The bitter exchanges add 
new dimensions daily to a 
widening corruption scandal 
that threatens to engulf Leba- 
non's top politicians and for- 
mer civil war chieftains. 

After two years of thinly 
veiled allegations that his 
projects for rebuilding Leba- 
non are steeped in bribery 
and motivated by profiteer- 
ing, Mr. Hariri lost patience 
last week and bluntly called 
bis opponents hypocrites. 

Announcing his resigna- 
tion, he said those obstruct- 
ing his efforts posed as cru- 
saders against corruption 
"but it is not enough to speak 
out against corruption to be- 
come clean and honest." 

“People can point out with 
their 10 fingers those who 
squandered public money 
and plundered private 
■ money, those who got rich 
from the pockets of die peo- 
ple, people's sweat and peo- 
ples' dignity," Mr. Hariri 
said. 

Few Lebanese doubted he 
meant ex-militia leaders like 
Nabih Bern, his main politic- 
al rival, who is speaker of 
parliament, most other ex- 
warlords also hold high 
office. 


"None of them is above 
suspicion. All of them are 
under suspicion and all are on 
the list of the public's accusa- 
tions," Mr. Hariri said. 

That was an 1 oblique but 
telling reference to the trial 
of former Christian warlord 
Samir Geagea on post-war 
bombing and murder 
charges. Mr. Geagea is the 
first militia chief to be tried 
and there a re suggestions that 
the others should be tried, 
too. 

Even wartime civilian lead- 
ers came under the spotlight 
as the Hariri row spread. 

Leaping to Mr. Hariri's 
aid. President Elias Hrawi 
attacked his critics and said 
two prominent opponents of 
himself and the prime minis- 
ter ought to be in jail for tax 
dodging. 

Formei Prime Minister 
Omar Karami and former 
Speaker Hussein Husseini — 
whose offices made them the 
highest Sunni Muslim and 
Shi'ite officers of the state — 
falsified property deals to 
avoid taxes, Mr. Hrawi said. 

"If this happened in any 
other ocuntry in the world, 
whether backward or adv- 
anced, he who did it would go 
to jail," be added in a news- 
paper interview. 

"But nonetheless Mon- 
sieur Karami lectures about 
being honest and straight. He 
even complains about res- 
toration of the presidential 


palace gardens." 

When the two men 
threatend action, Mr. Hrawi 
told them to go right ahead. 

Mr. Hrawi was himself 
touched by scandal on Nov. 
24 when Parliamentary De- 
puty Yahya Sham as linked 
his son Roy, unnamed de- 
puties, an unnamed minister, ■ 
a businessman and 10 airline 
pilots to drug dealing. 

The prosecutor-general has 
begun investigations. 

Press reports said Mr. Hra- 
wi offered to step down to 
defend his son, but he denied 
them and said; 

"I am the one who want to 
reveal everything in front of 
the judiciary. I am not afraid 
of anything and if my son 
Roy is connected to any 
breach of the law, may 700 
shoes fall on his head." 

Scandal also came dose to 
Mr. Hariri on Nov. 30 when 
another deputy said lawmak- 
ers and politicians were 
bribed in 1991 to pass a law 
founding the Solidere com- 
pany rebuilding central 
Beirut. 

Christian Deputy Najah 
Wakim said some politicians 
received shares worth SI mil- 
lion to help push through the 
law. 

Solidere is Mr. Hariri’s 
brainchild and flagship of his 
national reconstruction prog- 
ramme. 

Mr. Hariri has not submit- 
ted to President Hrawi a let- 


ter of resignation, which 
aides said he planned to do 
this week. 

Mr. Hrawi has said he will 
reject Mr. Hariri's resigna- 
tion and the prime minister 
hinted Friday he might be 
willing to accept to form a 
new government if quarrel- 
some ministers were left out. 

That left room for a settle- 
ment under the auspices of 
the Syrians despite the unpre- 
cedented name-calling and 
accusations flying all over the 
Lebanese political arena. 

Mr. Hariri, who took office 
in October 1992, has been 
frustrated by opposition that 
has slowed down his econo- 
mic and reconstruction poli- 
cies. 

His departure would be a 
severe setback to efforts to 
rebuild Lebanon from the 
destruction of the civil war. 

His appointment had 
brought stability to the coun- 
try’s collapsing currency. His 
decision to quit quickly re- 
flected on the money market 
Friday, requiring massive 
central bank intervention to 
stabilize the national curren- 
cy, the pound. 

t 

The crisis in Lebanon, 
which is recovering from the 
devastation of disruption of 
the 1975-90 civil war. erupted ' 
Nov. 24 when Mr. Sbammas 
fired accusations of corrup- 
tion and drug trafficking 
against other politicians. 


U.S. assures sceptical Egypt of friendship 


CAIRO (R) — The top U.S. 
general assured the Egyptian 
government of Washington's 
friendship on Sunday, impli- 
citly dismissing reports of se- 
rious disagreements over 
nuclear disarmament and 
policy towards Libya. 

"It’s extraordinarily impor- 
tant for our government to 
have such strong friends as 
Egypt. Without it our hands 
would be much more tied." 
General John Shalikashvili, 
chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, told repor- 
ter s. 

“We in the United States 
value very highly the good 
relationship we have and we 
want to make sure we do all 
that we can to maintain and 
to strengthen that rela- 
tionship,” he added, speak- 
ing after two hours of talks 
with President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. 

Government newspapers 
have made much of U.S. 
press articles seen as critical 
of Egyptian policy and the 
two governments are known 
to differ on how to set about 
banning weapons of mass 
destruction in the Middle 
East. 

' One of Mr. Mubarak’s 
political advisers, Osama A1 
Baz, said on Sunday that 
Egypt and the United States 


were bound to differ from 
time to time but he made 
light of the articles in the 
Washington Post and U.S. 
News and World Report. 

“Egypt can never be a 
satellite of the United 
States. ..it's natural that 
Egyptian policy should not be 
identical with U.S. policy be- 
cause that would mean Egypt 
bad become a U.S. state or 
the United States a Middle 
East state,” he told repor- 
ters. 

The United States provides 
S2 billion a year in aid and 
military equipment to Egypt, 
making it one of the biggest 
recipients of Washington's 
largesse in the world. 

Apart from Gen. Shali- 
kashvili, two other important 
U.S. officials — arms control 
negotiator Thomas Graham 
and Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) Director 
James Woolsey — arrived in 
Cairo last week with minimal 
publicity. 

Airport sources said Mr. 
Woolsey arrived on Friday 
but U.S. embassy officials 
were not available to confirm 
this. 

Mr. Graham, deputy direc- 
tor of the U.S. Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency, is 
campaigning for an indefinite 
extension of the nuclear Non- 


Proliferation Treaty when it 
comes up for review at a 
conference in Geneva next 
April. 

Israel has not signed the 
treaty and Egypt says it will 
not take a position on extend- 
ing it until it has answers to 
some of its concerns on re- 
gional security. 

Gen. Shalikashvili said he 
and Mr. Mubarak did not 
discuss any specific agree- 
ments on Sunday. 

“Among friends, it’s very 
useful to take the time to 
come and say thank you — 
that's what I'm here to do, to 
ensure that we're on the right 
track and that we see things 
the same way and so far I 
certainly am gratified to see 
that we do,” he added. 

The general was not asked 
about the press articles, 
which said Washington 
looked askance at high-level 
corruption at Cairo and at the 
close relationship between 
Egypt and Libya. 

Dr. Baz said some 
"bureaucratic circles other 
than decision-makers" might 
be behind the press articles. 

"If these circles imagined 
they were putting pressure on 
Egypt, then far from it. 
Egypt does not act under 


pressure and nothing fright- 
ens it," he added. 

On Sunday the internation- 
al newspaper A1 Hayat 
quoted Robert Pelletreau, 
assistant U.S. secretary of 
state for the Middle East, as 
saying the articles were not 
officially inspired. 

"It's completely untrue. 
We consider our relations 
with Egypt to be excellent. 
We very much appreciate our 
cooperation m the peace pro- 
cess and other wider mat- 
ters,” he added. 

But Mr. Pelletreau 
appeared to evade questions 
on whether there was a dis- 
agreement over Egypt cam- 
paigning to make other Arab 
states withhold judgment on 
extending the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. 

“It is natural that that 
should be part of our dia- 
logue with Egypt," it quoted 
him as saying. 

He also evaded a question 
on what the United States 
was doing to persuade Israel 
to sign the treaty and open up 
its nuclear installations to 
U.N. inspection. 

“We want comprehensive 
international commitment to 
the treaty. ..we have urged 
many states to sign it," he 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


■ 

Israeli troops shoot at British diplomat 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A British diplomat had a narrow 
escape on the Gaza Strip when Israeli soldiers opened fire 
on his car, military officials said Sunday. The shooting 
occurred Saturday night after Deputy Cultural Attache 
Peter Morrison failed to stop at the Nafaal Oz crossing 
between the Strip and Israel. A bullet smashed the rear 
window of the vehicle but Mr. Morrison, of the British 
Council in East Jerusalem, was unhurt. He apparentiyriid 
not hear a shouted order to halt on a rainy night. The 
officials said. Troops fired in the air and then at the car 
which had diplomatic plates. Israeli soldiers shot a sus- 
pected Palestinian suicide bomber at the Erez crossing 
from Gaza on Sunday morning. 

Kurdish paper hits stands despite bombings 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey's leading pro-Kurdish daily 
appeared on news stands on Sunday, the day after large 
bombs badly damaged three of its offices, killing one 
person. The Turkish-language Ozgur Ulke, however, 
appeared slimmer than its normal six-page edition. It 
published photographs of wounded members of staff and 
the blackened shell of its Istanbul headquarters. One 
person was killed and at least 22 others wounded when 
simultaneous bomb blasts ripped through two Ozgur Ulke 
offices in Istanbul and its Ankara bureau in the early hours 
of Saturday. The paper’s printing centre was not damaged. 
In its Sunday edition, Ozgur Ulke blamed the government 
for the blasts, saying it was trying to silence the paper 
because of its extensive coverage of the Kurdish guerrilla 
insurgency In southeast Turkey. 

Kinkel slams Israeli ‘contempt’ for EU 

BONN (AFP) — German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel, 
the acting president of the European Union (EU) Council 
of Ministers, has blasted the Israelis for what he calls their 
“contempt" for the EU, the weekly magazine Der Spiegel 
says in its Monday issue. According to the magazine, Mr. 
Kinkel was furious at being denied an opportunity to speak 
at the ceremony for the signing on Oct. 26 of a formal 
peace between Israel and Jordan. He was all the more 
irked because Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev was 
allowed to give a speech. Mr. Kinkel met Israeli Ambassa- 
dor Avraham Primor on Friday and according to Der 
Spiegel told him: “Unless you learn to work with us (we are 
heading) for a crisis. Tilings cannot go on tike this." He 
reportedly said the EU had contributed “more than anyone 
else" to financing the Middle East peace process and in 
return received only “contempt and lack of consideration” 
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from Israel. Mr. Kinkel was quoted as saymg that 
compared to the EU, Russia's contribution In the Middle 
East was negligible. “And even the few rubles they have 
got, we supplied to them,” he reportedly said. 

Three shot dead In southern Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Three suspected extremists were shot 
dead in a giin battle with police in southern Egypt, police 
officials said Sunday. And in a separate incident, a police 
officer and nine policemen were killed in an accident 
Sunday in Sohag 390 kilometres south of Egypt when tiieir 
truck was hit by train as it crossed the rails and veered into 
the Nile. The shooting erupted Saturday night as police 
raided the hideout of the three men in sugar cane fields 
around Mallawi, 260 kilometres south of Cairo, said the 
officials. The three dead men were identified as Hassan 
Mohammad Abdul Salam, Sherif Mamdouh and Yehia 
Mohammad Kamel. Mallawi is the new stronghold of 
militants trying to overthrow President Hosni Mubarak's 
government and turn Egypt into an Islamic state. More 
than 460 people have been killed in the violent confronta- 
tion between the extremists and the government since 
1992. 


Sudan to advocate cooperation at Islamic summit 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan is to urge this mouth's 
Islamic summit to stand firm against accusations that 
Islamic nations sponsor terrorism and abuse human rights, 
the A1 Engaz AI Watani daily said quoting a top official. 
Hassan Adam, director of international organisations in 
the Foreign Ministry, said Sudan would make the call at the 
summit in Casablanca, Morocco on Dec. 13 and 14. 
Anti-Islamic campaigns were trying to distort the image of 
Islam and to “euro the cultural Islamic tide which spread in 
most countries of the world,” Mr. Adam told the paper. 
The Sudanese team would recommend laying down a 
strategy for restoring order to “the Islamic house in the 
political and economic spheres to cope with the growing 
international and regional blocs." He said Muslim leaders 
had to consider "the growing harrassment of Muslims in 
some West European countries and unfounded media 
camp aign against the Islamic faith and the individual 
Muslim.” Muslim leaders should also take into considera- 
tion “tile unfair and biased attitudes of the big powers 
towards disputes in Islamic countries” such as Bosnia- 
Heizegovina, he said. He added that the summit should 
aim tackle the problems of the Muslim minorities and help 
those minorities attain their "full rights to dignity and 
freedom of belief." 


FWlYV- 



MILITARY TALK; Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Defence Abdul Salam Majali Sunday 
meets with Chief of Staff of the Spanish 
Defence Force laentenant-Gengal Jose Rodri- 
guez^ who is currently visiting the Kingdom. 
Dr. Majali and the Lt. Gen. Rodriguez discus- 
sed Jordanian-Spanish cooperation in military 
fields and the situation in the Middle East. 
They also discussed the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty and the need to meet the develop- 
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meat needs of the region, stressing the import- 
ance of Europe’s role in this regard. Lt.-Gen. 
Rodriguez was also received by His Royal 
fPgiw«»«K prince Abdullah, commander of the 
Special Forces, and was briefed on duties 
assigned to the Special Forces. The Spanish 
military official watched drills with live 
ammunition as wen as martial arts and free 
jump exercises (Petra photo) 


Algeria boosts protection of 
journalists after new killing 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algeria stepped up the pro- 
tection of journalists Sunday 
after the publishing director 
of the independent daily Le 
Matin was shot and killed. 

Said Mekbel, 56, died at 

9.00 a.m. (0800 GMT) Sun- 
day without regaining con- 
sciousness after slipping into 
a coma following Satuixlays’s 
attack, said government offi- 
cials. Reports by colleagues 
earlier said he had died late 
Saturday. 

Mekbel was shot twice in 
the head by two assailants 
aged around 25 as he dined 
near his paper's headquarters 
at Hussein D ey.. an eastern 
Algiers suburb, according to 
a journalist who was with 
him. 

The killers then rushed 
outside and sped off in a 
waiting car, media reports 
said. 

Mekbel was the 24th jour- 
nalist to be killed in Algeria 
since May last year, amid a 
violent conflict between Isla- 
mic 'militants and the 


military-backed government. 

A well-known columnist, 
he had already escaped two 
previous attempts on his life. 
His last column, published 
Saturday, was devoted to the 
dangers of the journalist’s 
work. 

Mekbel's killing was the 
third murder of a journalist in 
the past four days. On 
Wednesday, a television re- 
porter and a press journalist 
from the El Massa daily were 
dragged from their homes be- 
fore being decapitated. 

Fundamentalist groups ac- 
cuse journalists of being on 
the side of the government. 

Government spokesman 
Ahmad Attaf said the protec- 
tion of journalists was a “high 
priority for the government” 
and added senior government 
officials were in “permanent 
contact” with media figures 
on how to protect them from 
the wave of violence sweep- 
ing the country. 

The Algerian newspaper 
editors' association said the 
killings of journalists would 


not deter it from continuing 
the fight for freedom and 
democracy, while the associa- 
tion of Algerian journalists 
called on the authorities to 
ensure extra protection for its 
members. 

The international group 
Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(Reporters Without Borders 
— RSF), said Mr. Mekbel 
was the 27th journalist killed 
in the country since June 
1993. 

Two journalists were killed 
on Wednesday night in 
Boufarik in southern Algeria. 

Muslim militants have 
targeted journalists as part of 
a campaign to overthrow the 
army-backed government fol- 
lowing the cancellation in 
January 1992 of a general 
election which Islamic fun- 
damentalists were set to wim 

RSF said it had shipped 
flak jackets and bomb detec- 
tors to Algerian journalists 
and demanded that author- 
ities tighten their protection, 
but the killing proved its 
efforts were vain. 


Majlis 
supports 
Khamenei 
as top 
leader 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
ruler Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei has tightened his 
grip on power winning over- 
whelming backing to be the 
top religious authority for 
Shiite Muslims, with parlia- 
ment on Sunday joining the 
chorus of support. 

Parliament issued a letter 
backing “the shining sun 
Ayatollah Al Ozma" (Grand 
Ayatollah) Khamenei as the 
right person to occupy the 
post of Maija-e-Tagmid, or 
the source of religious emula- 
tion for Shiites. 

Ayatollah Khamenei is the 
“most informed person on 
the question of Islam and the 
Muslim world, and the most 
qualified man to guide the 
Muslim community,” said the 
letter read in the parliament. 

Although there has been a 
slight resistance to Ayatollah 
Khamenei's designation it 
seems unlikely to stop him 
becoming a true successor to 
Ayatollah Khomeini, the 
founder of the Islamic repub- 
lic, who commanded both 
political and religious lead- 
ership. 

Following a short but in- 
tense campaign waged by 
Ayatollah Khamenei’s fol- 
lowers in the heart of the 1 
political establishment, be 
was chosen as a raarja by two 
of Iran's most influential reli- 
gious and political organisa- 
tions. 

He also won support from 
the school of theology in 
Korasan province, the second 
most powerful in Iran, as well 
as from Iran's Revolutionary 
Guards and the head of Iraq's 
Shiite opposition. Ayatollah 
Mohammad Baker Hakim. 

Although his designation 
does not reflect a general 
consensus among the coun- 
try's powerful clergy, it paves 
the way for the leader to 
become the Islamic republic's 
religious and political strong- 
man at the relatively young 
age of 55. 


Afghan factions agree 


Dec. 15 truce 


QIC 


JEDDAH (AFP) — Rival 
Afghan factions holding in- 
direct peace talks in Iran 
have agreed in principle to a 
ceasefire starting on Dec. 15, 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) said Sun- 
day. 

The Jeddah-based OIC is 
sponsoring talks in the Ira- 
nian capital aimed at 
reaching a political settle- 
ment to the civil war in 
Afghanistan, which has 
claimed 7,000 lives this year. 

“If .the ceasefire is re- 
spected, It should help reach 
a lasting settlement and the 
formation of a transitional 
government acceptable to all 
sides," OIC Secretary Gener- 
al Hamid Algabid told a press 
conference. 

The OIC representative at 
the Tehran talks, Ibrahim 
Saleh-Bakr, proposed a 
three-point peace plan to the 
waning factions, which calls 
for an unconditional U.N.- 
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monitored ceasefire for- two 
to three months. 

The plan also envisages the 
election of a head of govern- 
ment for six months to a year, 
and free legislative elections 
to a parliament which would 
then choose a president. 

Afghan representatives 
were discussing a date for the 
next round of peace negotia- 
tions, Mr. Algabid said. The 
current round of talks, also 
attended by Pakistani and 
U.N. delegates, opened last 
Tuesday. 

# Tl* fighting in Afghanistan 
is on the agenda for -the Dec. 
13-14 OIC summit meeting in 
the Moroccan city of Casab- 
lanca, Mr. Algabid said. 

He said the summit would 
also discuss the "drastic situa- 
tion” in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
adding that he regretted the 
“resignation of the interna- 
tional community in the face 
of what is happening in Bos- 
nia." 


Achille Lauro survivors 
arrive in Kenyan port 


MOMBASA (R) — A group 
of 106 cheering survivors 
from the Achille Lauro disas- 
ter arrived at the port of 
Mombasa on Sunday at the 
end of an ordeal that began 
when the liner burst into 
flames off the Horn of Africa 
last week. 

The cargo ship MSC Lucy 
brought to Mombasa crew 
members from Central and 
South America, the Philip- 
pines, Italy and a bandful of 
other countries, shipping offi- 
cials said. 

Four other ships carrying 
some 500 passengers and 
crew were expected in Mom- 
basa on Sunday night and 
would be offloaded on Mon- 
day, they added. 

Other survivors have ar- 
rived in the Red Sea port of 
Djibouti. 

The crew members, includ- 
ing four musicians, were 
handed clothes and supplies 
of everything from shaving 
foam to moisturisers. 

They were then ushered 
into cars and driven to a 


Mombasa hotel set on palm 
tree-lined white beaches. 

One of the musicians. 
Marylin Maraw. told Reuters 
she was sleeping in her cabin 
when she heard a loud banc 
on her door. She at first 
ignored the noise but opened 
the door when it got louder. 

“I saw people running 
down the passage way in life 
jackets,” she said. 

The crew appeared to be 
well rested and most of them 

said they were happy to be on 
land finally. 

Kenya's Tourism Minister 
Noah Katana Ngala was on 
hand to meet the rescue shin 

Also on Sunday, it w£ 
announced that an elderly 
Dutchwoman who survived 
foe Achille Lauro sinking had 
died after falling in on a 
rescue vessel. 

A Dutchman is still missing 
after the disaster, Italians 
coast guard officials said 

Coast Guard Captain Fer- 
dinando Lolli named the 
dead woman as Eevrentia 
Spiekermann. 74. 




FBI: Reported 
crimes in U.S. 
drop, except 
murder 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 

U-S. crime levels dropped in 
1993 — except for murder 
rates — a downward trend 
also seen in 1992, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) said. Reported violent 
and property crimes fell 2.1 
per cent last year to 14.1 
million incidents, while mur- 
ders rose to 24,530. a 3.2 per 
cent increase, according to an 
FBI report due out Sunday. 
The murder rate was 9.5 per 

100,000 population, winch 
marks a 2.2 per cent increase 
over 1992, but a rate lower 
than iy9l and the years from 
1979 to 1981 when the rate 
fluctuated between 9.7 and 
10.2. Violent crime for the 
first six months of 1994 was 
down four per cent with mur- 
ders dropping two per cent, 
according to FBI preliminary 
figures. The breakdown for 
violent and pro pen y crimes 
listed 1.9 million violent 
crimes, a decrease of 0.4 per.V 
cent, and 12.2 million proper- ‘ ’ 
ty crimes, down 2.3 per cent. 
The FBI reported forcible 
rapes at 104,810. a decrease 
of 3.9 per cent: 659.760 rob- 
beries, down 1 .9 per cent; 2.8 
million burglaries, down 4.9 
per cent; 7.8 million larce- 
nies, down 1.2 per cent and 
1.6 million car thefts, down 

3.1 per cent. Aggravated 
assaults hit 1.1 million, up 0.7 
per cent, but the rate was 

440.1 per 100.000, down 0.4 
per cent, a reflection of the 
population rising to 257.9 
million from 255.1. Experts, 
however, warned against be- 
coming too optimistic about 
the numbers. Demographic 
trends chart an increasing 
number of violent teens with 
access to guns. “We haven't 
even begun to see the prob- 
lem with teenagers that we 
will see in the next 10 years,” 
said Jack Levin, sociology 
and criminology professor at 
Northeastern University in 
Boston. “There will be a 23 
per cent increase in the teen- 
age population over the next 
decade, and as a result, we’re 
going to see the murder rate 
rise precipitously," he added. 
People aged 19 and under 
accounted for 29.2 per cent of 
all known assailants last year, 
up from 26.6 in 1991 accord, 
ing to the FBI. The FBI ala* 
listed the murder rate rank- 
ing for 25 cities with more 
than 100,000 residents. Gary, 
Indiana, topped the list with 

89.1 murders per 100,000 
people. New Orleans, 
Louisiana, came in second at 
80.3 and Washington took 
the number three slot with 
78.5 Los Angeles was 25th 
with 30.5. 

Zaire to close 
38 diplomatic 
missions 

KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Zaire's government is to 
close 38 diplomatic missions 
and consulates abroad, 
slashing the present total 
from 63 to 25, according to a 
statement published after a 
cabinet meeting Friday. The 
closures are designed to pro- 
duce a saving of 56 million 
Belgian francs (some $1.8 
million) a month, the state- 
ment said. Kinshasa justified 
the decision by saying "not a 
day goes by without tkr 
media commenting on the 
tribulations of our diplomats 
who have racked up almost 
■29 months of salary arrears, 
not to speak of expulsions 
and the humiliating trials 
they undergo for insolvency 
over rent and various other 
charges." The statement 
added that, given the import- 
ance of the nation's credibil- 
ity for its dealings with other 
states, “the government esti- 
mates it is time to pursue a 
policy in keeping with its 
means. ’ The government has 
decided to recall as soon as 
possible all diplomats whose 
chancelleries are to be closed 
down, although the state- 
ment does not reveal which 
missions will he closed and 
which maintained. The state 
or the country's missions has 
een a topic of much 
anguished debate in Zaire in 
recent months. Less than a 
month ago. the Zairean 
charge d affaires in Poland 
reportedly took refuge with 
jocai tramps who eke out a 
hying around Warsaw's main 
railway station as he could no 
longer pay his rent. He was 
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